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Mark viii. 36, 37. For what ſtall it profit a 
Man, if be ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe _ 


his own ſoul? Or "hor fs 4 man give in eu. 


. For bis 7 p.. 26, 5 
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ge On divine Providence. e 


Matt x. 29, 30, 31. Are nat two 2 


ſold for a farthing ? And one of: them ſhall not 
Fall on the ground without your father. But the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear 
pe not therefore, ye are 1 more value than many 
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HE lit Matthew relates W 
7 of our Saviour very much =—_— 5 
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as I have now read i it from St. Mark: pe: . 


43 4. 


What. 7s man 
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ſtrengtbens it 
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= 2 of he Worth of the Soul, | 
| | Sramos to gain the world. at the expence of his bfe, | 
A — leſs at the expence of his ſoul; which is 
properly the man himſelf, and Jie in the high- 
elt ſenſe of all. 
But you will ſee the beauty and ſtrength of 
this expreſſion, when I remind you, — that 
our Saviour having juſt been telling his diſciples 
plainly, what he had often obſcurely hinted to 
them before, vis. © that he was ſhortly to ſuf- 
| - fer the moſt injurious and cruel treatment, 
de and then ſubmit to an open and ignomini- 
©. 008 death, under the Power of which he 
« ſhould continue for a time, * it to o them; | 


15 with him; 3 ſo Wownhels oak or deſert 
bim, and ſo fave them. They might do the 
latter if they choſe it; if they preferred a fe 
Fears enjoyment of this temporal life to an in- 
tereſt im him, and the glory and happineſs he 
was able to beſtow. But then he woold have 
= © ther confider how this would iffue at laſt, and 
wat Would be the certain effect of their choite» - 
By this inglorious deſertion they would ineurt 
the guilt, and endure the dreadful puniſhment 'Y 
25 oſtacy; and ſo loſe (much mote than their 
5 e and thoſe grandeurs of the world of 
Which they were vaimy dreaming, viz.) theit 
fouls, and all e d mm? * 
rerlaſtin "habitations, | . 2 


| Ne : 


to us for euer. And what is infinitely worle, 


and the Folly of k ” it 
Now what wiſe man would 


a moment to conſider what he ſhould do? The 
caſe determines itſelf to every man of common 
diſcretion. For what ſhall it profit a man t0 
gain the whole world, and loſe his life ? No pre- 


ent poſſeſſions are an equivalent for that; be- 


oauſe the loſs of that, is the loſs of hem; when 


that expires, they paſs into other hands. The 


anomeat our eye is ſhut by the hand of death, 
tire glory and luſtre of this world vaniſn; let 
\whowill behold-and enjoy them, they are dead 


this will bring a ſentenoe of death on the S0. 
And if the worth of life be more than the 


_= hae: of che ſoul is inconceivable and 


lere tvs: is 3 of great bags 
[Iniportance laid before the diſciples, and allithe 
Worid by our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, wiz... 


lar the hofs of the Soul is ebe greateſt and nf 


reparable loſs that can bęfall us; and therefore 


—— brgbly. concerns , 70: ige all eme. 
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fe 8 5 the ede wv hich ae the propoſition - 


Juſt mentioned, you may obſerve our Lord int 


make ſuch a n 
3 as this? Who, in bis wits, would take _Þ EY 
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IA 


1 Of th Wat if he Soul, i 
bon (i, 9 He lays down a ſuppoſition for the fake 
— ITED of an important inference to be drawn from 

it. And this ſuppoſition includes in it two 
mote. The firſt an impoſſible one; iz. That 
„ ſhould gain the whole world. A thing 
vaſtly beyond all human capacity; whether 
we underſtand by it the wealth or the dignities 
of the world. In vain doth covetouſneſs court 
the one, and ambition the other: both meet 
with a ſharp and galling diſappointment. It is 
very little of the world that either of them are 
able to gain; and they are ſometimes quickly 
compelled to part with what they have eagerly 
_ graſped. — But the other is a very poſſible ſup- 
Poſition indeed; and I am afraid a probable , 
One too, iz. 7. bat the ſoul-may be lui. Expe- 
tience ſhews the truth of this. The worth of 
the ſoul doth not preſerve it. Squls are often 
loſt —loſt in the world they are in purſuit of 
— loſt careleſsly and preſumptuouſly — loſt by 
covetouſneſs, ambition, voluptuouſneſs, and ma- 
ny other vices and luſts of men, as the engines 
and artifices of ſatan, by which he draws them 
into perdition ; and that ſometimes after a fair 
alnd promiſing proſpect of their da faved, — 
_ Now from theſe two ſuppoſitions connected, 
2 * {z.) Our Lord draws an eee — 
. rence: viz. That be who loſes bis foul for the 
; IO f any eh 25 (even that of the whole 
world, 


DT and the Folly of Heng it. 
world, if it were poſſible) makes a very fad bar- 8 


gain; acts a very weak part; incurs a heavy 
guilt ; and brings upon himſelf a juſt, though 


a very ſevere and intolerable puniſhment. hat 


ſhall it profit a man? That is, it ſhall not pro- 
fit him ; no, it will injure him, it will reproach, 


it will undo him; this folly will bring de- 
ſtruction; this purſuit end in ruin. By put- 


Ing the words in the form of a queſtion, our 


Lord more vehemently affirms the folly and 


' miſery he intends to expoſe and prevent. 
And now, Sirs, we are entering upon a ſub- 
Le je of very-great importance; a ſubject which 
needs and deſerves to be well conſidered by 
every one that hath a ſoul to be ſaved or loſt 3 
a a ſoul, I fay, which will either periſh by our 
_ neglect and folly, or be preſerved for God, and 
prepared for heaven. I deſire and hope there 
fore to engage my own as well as your atten- 

tion, while I carefully and ſeriouſly conſider it 
in the legen method, 


11 Enquire what _ foul; is. 

III. What is meant by loſing the ſoul. 

III. How this loſs is generally bud,” | 
IV. Repreſent the greatneſs of the loſs, 


V. Expoſe the folly of hazarding the loſs of 
our x fouls on 1 conſideration. "13 e 
e $5 YU vl. Bo- NY 
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& prevented, And, 


fery and ruin A 
gd 


1 Fam to enquire r the ſoul is. 
| And here I do not intend to enter into a 


body or matter; nor will I pretend to have a 
needful we ſhould, in order to diſcourſe intel- 


| preſerve it from ruin. It is enough for us to 
— what the holy ſcriptures intend, and what 
our Saviour 


1 viour of Souls. 


0 iii. great variety of ſenſes: ſometimes for appetite 


5 * 
WES 4 


dor inclination; more frequently for the life of 


âäzgLman; often for the ferſon or whole man; now 


_ ;.and then for the ſpirit or breath, which is the 


_ principle of animal life common to men and 
4 2 Sam. brutes. But the principal and moſt conſider- 
* Lew. iv. 2 able ſenſe of the word among us unqueſtiona- 
* bly is, the . none and immortal foul ; the 


Sen VI. Enquire how the loſe of chem may be 
Laſth, Conclude with a ſvitable app estke 


on of the ſubject.— And may the Father of 
ſpirits werred this ay to prevent their x mi- 


phitoſophical account of the nature and pro- 
perties of a ſpitit, as it is diſtinguiſhed from 


clear comprehenſive idea of a ſpirit ; nor is it 


: - 2 
* 8 * 


kgibly about it, or to do what is neceſſary to 


* 


kriſt meant by it, who was pleaſce ; 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf as the Seat lover and sa- „ 


The Hebrews TA the weed out i in a 5 ik 


ſpirit | 5 


| ſpirit that comes from God, and returns at the 858 non 


lives in vigour, while tha? lies in ruins ; and 
_ defies the payee: re is fatal to — aw 


9 kind, that the foul is an immaterial and im- 
mortal ſubſtance, capable of future happineſs or 
miſery; and which will be rewarded or pu- 
niſhed hereafter as it behaves here. And they 


it thoroughly; the very capacity by which they 
mw — them in the face, and flaſhes con - 


and the Rah of lg i. TM. 
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death of the body t him that gave it; that 23 


noble ſpiritual ſubſtance, of which God is thePror: xi, 
Father; which is his proper offspring, and Gen. js 7. 


the four and ſubject of our thoughts and rea- . 
ſonings; which is endowed with underſtand- ö 
ing and will; is capable of deſire and hope, 


- has the liberty to accept or refuſe, and which 


may be influenced by the pramiſes of reward, 


or the threatnings of puniſhment. Fear not 
_ them, (faith Chriſt) who kill the body, but are 


not able to kill the ſoul : but ratber fear bim 


' who 18 able to defliroy both ſoul and bady in hell, 


Matt. x. 22. In which paſſage our Lord aſſerta 
the exiſtence of the ſoul in a ſeparate ſtate, and 


its perception of that exiſtence, as well as its 
different nature from the body. This may be 


killed, but tat cannot. It ſurvives the body; 

blood. Were 
And it is oleinty the 8 ſenſe of man- 

who ſtrive to diſbelieve this, are not able to do 


* 4 n 


on kt ; and wk eats to which they a arg 


— juſt and faithful, conſtrains them to believe x, 
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_ and fear, what hey [org or 1 to de 
my "Dar: aries: 13 
II. What i is meant by ting the Soul? 1 


; Ac 4: 


WOK Not the once or earthen of 50 ; 
| being. This, Jam apt to think, is the way 
in which many wiſh their ſouls might be loſt. 
This the hope, (if it deſerve the name of hope) 
this the miſerable refuge, and fatal deluſion of 


a great part of mankind. They would be cons 


tent to die like brutes, if they might be per- 
mitted to live like them; would gladly. part 
with the glory and diſtinction of their natures,” 
to part with 1 85 ſour of e OY fuk 
being. 3 
But all EM is a = nk Imnaginatian, | 
Souls: are immaterial ' and immortal creatures. 
| God hath deſigned them for a perpetual du- _ 
- ration. And the annihilation or extinction „ 
their being, can never be proyed from any juſt 
Principles of reaſon or revelation. The notion 
18 unphiloſophical as well as unſcriptural; and 
tends to give us unworthy apprehenſions of 
God, to carnalize and brutify our immortal 
natures, and to weaken, nay, utterly deſtroy 
the force of thoſe promiſes and threatenings, 
1 are wiſely intended by the righteous 


"© 
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Fg FH 


| and the 85 fuse 


| Lord and lawgiver af the world, to ey ve 
their ruin, and promote their happineſs. 


Nor (2.) By the loſs of the ſoul are we wad 85 e | 


derfland the he or deprivation of any of its na- 
tural powers'or capacities as a ſpirit, It were 


well for the world of miſerable ſpirits, if their 


puniſhment conſiſted only in the loſs of any of | 


their original powers, whereby the conſciouſ- 


| nels of their guilt, or ſenſibility of their anguiſh | - 


might be abated. But from the conſideration 


- of the nature and puniſhment of the fallen 


angels, we have reaſon to think and to trem- 
ble at the thought; that the Gn, ny and 
capacities of the miſerable ſoul will be preſerv- 
ed in its intire vigour, though that may in 


ereaſe its puniſhment, and make it capable of 


phy greater degrees of anguiſh, both from conſci· 


| . " ouſneſs and ſenſation... - A thought, which if 0 


the moſt hardened ſinner in the world * du y 
ponder, he durſt not deride it. But. 

(3.) By the boſs of the foul we are ain 
* the total boſs of its rectitude and happineſi. 


Fir the tota / loſs; becauſe, though ſinners 


are depraved in a great degree in this world, 2 
and in proportion to their preſent depravity will 


be their future infelicity ; yet, bleſſed be God, 


the traces of his image on the ſouls even o 
the worſt of men, are not ſo utterly loſt, bue 


they are capable of being reſtored, if they hum- 


r 
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Saxon bly commit them into his hands, 7 be created 


3 e therefore never ſaid to be totally loſt, till the 
| day of their ſalvation is finiſhed; then, and not 
till then, the diſeaſe they have contracted by fia 
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in Chriſt Jeſus to good works. Our ſouls are 


becomes abſolutely incurable, and by conſe- 


I quence their miſery extreme and unavaidable. - 


In a word, ſouls are then. loſt when they 

paſs out of this world in à condition of fin, and 
enter into a ſtate of final and everlaſting miſe- 
ry; which miſery the ſacred {criptures ſet forth 


under the moſt dreadful images that can. awa« 


ken or #larm-the human mind. And inſtead 


| 7 force of ſuch: ſcriptures, we ſhould act more 
worthy our rational natures, in ſeeking to avoid 


Keb. 


of labouriog to enervate or explain away the 


che ipfinite miſery they threaten, by a true and 


timely repentance, and by fleeing for refuge to 
lay hold of the hope the goſpel ſets before us. — 


But the greatneſs of this miſery will be more 


particularly enlarged upon under another branch 
af the ſubject, I am now to conſider. 
II. How oy. laſs. the ſoul is generally 


+ Not: by 9. pan 


5 articular divine decree, which 
| ſeals any ſoul under an abſolute neceſſity of 
__ periſbing for ever, ee eee 
1% i ORE W t Oakes 
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Nor by ach an eee of nature devived 1 . ,"Y 
to us from our parents or progenitors, as ren. 
ders us utterly unable to embrace the terms „ 
ſalvation offered in the goſpel. 5 

Vet ſouls are loſt a thoufand ways; W 
ing to the different conditions and eircumſtan- 
ces of men, and their ſeveral diſadvantages and, 
temptations in life. Some are born in pagan 
darkneſs; others in popiſh ſuperſtition ; and 

many proteſtants little underſtand, and leſs im- 

prove the divine light and liberty they injoy 1 
ſome have but few means and helps, and are 
far from being happy in their ſpiritual advan- 

tages and guides. Not to mention the different 
diſpoſitions of men, and their aptneſs to receive 
or reſiſt impreſſions. Nor can it eafily be faid 
bo great a hand fatan may have in-pramot- - 
ing and enforcing thoſe means which ore of - 
the ruin and deſtruction of the foul. - _ 9 

But all the various ways by which fouls ara. 
ood loſt, — os be reduced. to 0 ] 
fire. e 

15 en of repentance. " 29099 ee 

(s.) An inordinate love of the mold, . 1 

̃.1.) Jgnorance. Which denotes the _— - + 
3 rafter of the * careleſs n. will nab 
0 C6006; 


\ 


> * 


12 
* trouble his head to enquire whether he hath a 135 
ſoul or no, or if he has, what oil become of 


it when he dies. 5 
Ignorance, if it be inviable, God's abs 


dant goodneſs will doubtleſs incline him to pi- 


07 the Warth mY the Sauk 


tion to their want of the means of knowledge, 
or of a capacity to improve them. . Honeſty 


of heart, ſincerity of endeavour, a defire to 


know the mind of God, and an attention to 


ſuch diſcoveries as he is pleaſed to make of it to 


us, will doubtleſs, under great diſadvantages 
for knowledge, be accepted by a being of infi- 
nite condeſcenſion and benevolen ee. 


But the ignorance, here intended, is Shae 
which: proceeds from ſloth, is increaſed by care- 


leſſneſs, and produces neglect of clear and ac- 
Eknowledged duty. Ignorance that might eaſily be 
conquered, and that is evidently choſen ; which 


is attended with a hatred of knowledge; Oc- 
cafioned by a wilful waſte of time, miſpending 


the ſabbath, and diſregarding the worſhip of 


God: That betrays an averſion to religion and 


ſpiritual exerciſes; diſpoſing men to put thoſe 
2 far from them, and to prefer every trifle 
before them; to read a news- paper or play ra- 
ther than the bible; to hear any idle tale rather 


| than a a ſermon 1 to . in any company ra- 


= * 8 


And we may reaſonably ſuppoſe this com- 
1 will extend to poor creatures in propor- 


ther 
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ther than a religious aſſembly; and to alk any S e 


impertinent queſtion, rather than that impor⸗ 


tant one, What ſhall 74 .do. 70 be ſaved? - N This * t 


is the ignorance that debaſes, proſtitutes, and 


dieſtroys the ſoul; of which God brings ſo heavy 
4. e by his prophets againſt the „ ; 
and to the account of which Chriſt lays the ru⸗- 
in and deſtruction of the generality of man- 
kind. This people s beart is waxed. groſi, and lar. al. 
their ears are dull gf bearing, und. their, eyes they” 
baue cue te Yep ewe, be ae 60 
healed.” ain Hey 
of): Another m yy hich the ſoul 2 
| teri ruined, is impiety. This denqtes the char ; 


racter of a man who lives without od in the 


F world, ans in * habityal love ande der of 

8111 RY many 95 45 has race fall un- 1 75 
5 "hs this deſcription, and yet are not aſhamed 
of it! Piety is the ſubject of their mockery. 


All appearances: of it are called bypoeriſy ; and 


1 46 engel 


the expreſſions of i it cant. The love and fear 


of 'Godiis with-them; entbu/fiaſm: ;. and a ſpber 
- Profeſſion: Aiſimulation. Thus they mock. their 
Maker, by deriding that in which others re- 


ſemble him. Nor are the laws of. the, ſecond 


__ fablea jot better obſerved chan thoſe of the In 
uunleſs it be by accident, or for thielg oun My Bs 


"reſt and advantage. 510 % 0100 61. „ 
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on And dee it comes to 3 WG they live to 
eee, are overcome of evil; indulge to all 
bineft both of feſh and ſpirit ; are overcharged 
Ib. fur eiting and drunlemneſs; filled with ine 
i koberein 7s exceſs ; and are ſenſual, not having 
"WEE. irit; Their intemperance is not an acci- 
Jude 1 dental failing, nor their lewdneſs the effect of 
\._ _ Turprize, but their choice and habit. In their 
e paffien they ſwear without reſerve; and. at o- 
| ther times, as it were, in the gaiety and _ 9 
ness of their heart. Tbey lye for gain, and 
often for ſport, and will ſtick at nothing their 
appetites demand, and the devil ſuggeſts; whoſe 
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_ehiltiren th are, and-whaſe 4oor ks they do. The 

confequence” of all which muſt needs be he 

Joſs of *Hheir fouls. | bu haue many a Black 

catalogue of ſuch ſinners in the holy eee 

ee them up may Re: 
) The fo 


ich a lde ute s p 
truſts it on the firſt bottom "be l 


„ 


3 nd * „her ** 95 J 
good and gracious in him, ſo plainly. by J 3 


fore us in Sf word, thofe terms whereon we — 


may ſafely rely for acceptance and ſalvation; 
which, however men may miftake or pervert 5 
them, are till the ſame; and for certain, no 
bother than theſe; vi. fallb in Jeſus Chrift, re- 
penranci of fin, ada fincere, uniform, perſe= _ 
 veting obedience. — Not a zeal for favoutite or 
| party-opinions; not a fondnefs for traditions, 
dot external obſervances 3 not a mere ptofeſſi- 
on, or 4 dead faith, or a legal righteouſneſs ; 
ot any thing inconfiſtent with che ſove of God, 
or confiftent with the practice of ſin; not de- 
votion without holineſs, or juſtiee wirhout ſo- 
briety, ot benevolence without faith; nor any 
one thing, however amiable or important, 
without other things” that are declared equally 
_ <ffentlal ahd neceffary. Great caution, citcum- 
ſpection and fincerity of heart ſhould therefore 
be uſed, that we do not miſtake the grounds 
of our dependance, and build our hopes on. a 
ſhifting fand, inſtead of a firm unſhaken rock. 
(4) The foul is often loft by repeted deer, 
| of repentance. Which denotes he character of : 
à than, who though he is ſenfible of the im- 
Portance of his ſoul, and knows the way in 
Which it muſt be ſaved, and forms a purpoſe 
; to, Provide for its + falyation, yet does nat con- . 
* hy 9. 9 * 19 Ft ba baer . 
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* 


TE kc . N „ 
Süanon fider the neceſlity of Join this immediately . 
« and ſo loſes his ſoul before he is aware. 
Such a man, when: his friends, or his own 
reflection, convince him that this or that is 
wrong, and onjuſtifiable, pretends he hath not. 
time to alter it now, though he intends to do 
Is hereafter. Such a buſineſs ſettled, ſuch a 
« point gained, ſuch a ſcheme executed, and 
« then he will ſet about a reformation in good 
er earneſt; and every, body - ſhall ſee it in his 
7 « conduct. But it happens, that this is what 
5 no body ever does ſee. The ſet- time never 
comes; no ſuch change i is made. The man 8 5 
| heart deceives him; and whilſt he is wiſe 
enough not to let others cheat him in the os '; 
- matters, he is weak enough. to. cheat himſe 8 
in the greateſt, How many ſouls are loſt by A 
5 uch p ination s of ſin, Warn- 2 
iüngs of eng Tofinely 23 heart, and many I 
| hopeful ſymproms, | and promiſing appearances ; 
_ vaniſh' — cone to nothing through this . 
; deceit.” 5. 20 ++ ha n | 
But y bud 05 ee and. exper. 
ence make us wiſe ? Will not prudent men do 
important things out of hand? Is not the de- 
laying what we admit neceſſary to be done 4 5 
© i juſt ground.for ſuſpicion that we intend r not to | 
ds it at all? Can we give any good evidence 55 
| of the fincerity of our — without : a ſpeedy 
| e 
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Au the Bly o bg it. e 
e of them? Out time, our hearts, the ste 
means needful for the execution of our deſigns, , 
are not always in our power. How: often then 
muſt we be reminded of the folly of Felix in 
putting off the apoſtle to @ more convenient ſea-* Ads xxive 
Jon; and of the wiſdom of the Pſalmiſi? Ibo pf. e. 
made haſte, __—_ Os not to rb God's Wee Fu 
Judgments. 177 
Tay. Andthes! © Via which aids: ruins 
1 ſoul, is an inordinate loue of the world; This 
denotes the character of the man whoſe heart 
is ſo ſet upon the pleaſures and profits of the 
World, that he is reſolved to ſecure as much as 
be can of them at all MY whatever be> 
Mos of his ſoul. 8 J Hoe 
As to the 1 of; the watld; they. are 
either. lawful or unlawful. The latter undeni= 
ably pollute, debaſe, and wound the ſoul; And. 
the exceſſive or immod rate love even of thoſe © 
pleaſures that are lawful, has the ſame de- 
ſtructive tendency. And our love of them 
is exceſſive and ſinful, when it leads us to con- 
| ſue too much of our time, impair our health, - 
. waſte our ſubſtance," and is inconſiſtent with a 
proper care of the main concerns of life; Such 
an intoxicating love of worldly pleaſures, can - 
not fail to end in the loſs of the ſoul. Eſpe⸗ 
cially as. in. the nature of things, it will exclude 
Wa! ee of God from our hearts, extin- 


„„ 


e 


M Sauen gviſh his love there, and render us unfit for 
n y ſociety with him. Lovers 


34 f TI. fl iü, han lovers of God. + 


RE, 


4 perſons as theſe. But the taſte of the preſent 
] ⁊ ge, and the many places and ſorts af diverſions 
! cC̃ontrived to tempt all ranks of people to miſ- 
. pend their time and money, neglect their fa- 
=. milies, diſorder their affairs, and ruin their ſouls, 
5 render ſuch a caveat as this not altogeth 
5 |  keaſonable to the beſt of us. 
And then as to an inctithiats love of the 
= prof of the hn it Wag vice ba goed draws 


. 


3 Les 10 the ſoul, cautions” his diſdiples agaliſt 
3 2 a double warning, take bred and  beuiare of 
| „The tert 7 am upon, likewiſe 
no ſmall zazard: ti | 


_ implic 


} 8 2255 oe Pauts. 7 
 &, 8 Wc e + 
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: ati it increaſes its joy 7 and the mind ſeeks after 
things are ſoon exhauſted : and difelith Bi 


10. its refined, ta ſte and nature. 


But hexe it is fit 197 80 0 coſe ik Gltince 
be denied, ang, ought not ot to be.concealed, viz. = 
4 the eee of- the ll He its n moral inca- 8 

Paci ſe God "or to reliſh a wa” 


and the Folly of * it. 


Thbeſs now are ſome of the moſt uſual ways, TY 
by N men ruin and deſtroy their immortal — 


hen to proceed let us conſider, 58 
IV. How great a loſs this is. 1 


- Phe text evidently intimates. the- loſs of the 
| ſoul to'be very great. But this may be Hluſtra- 
ted by the following conſiderations. | 
- (a). If we conſider the native dignity and 
ſor eh of the ſoul. The ſoul is of divine 
original, the image- and offspring of God, the 
feat and ſubject. of reaſon, conſcious of its own 
exiſtence and liberty, and capable of conter- 
plating the divine nature, perfections, and p pro- 


vidence, with ſuitable and correſſ pondent ſentis 


ments and regards.” It is highly exalted above 
the whole animal creation byi its underſtanding, | 
libert Cnowledge is 


ty, and acting powers. — K 
t to it as light to the eye; every degree 


it as a miſer ſeeks for hid treaſure.” 
therefore gh foul | incline x an nd Arn {og * 
tual obje which AF more {noble and 


* 


1 geg 


vitable 1 
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83 of the Wirth 1 1 un, 


e and to form thoſe purpoſes and purſuits which 
beſt become the dignity of its nature. O, the. 
m.en, the low, the unworthy purſuits of ſome 
fouls! as if they were quite carnalized, and con- 
vebrted into fleſh and blood ! — but this is their 
| Uiſeaſe and reproach ; the diſtemper they have 
contracted by their departure from God. The 
| Rom. i, God of this world hath blinded them ; and they 
E 1 care not to retain the bleſſed God i in their no- 
edge; but are Athes ifts (or as we render it) 
3 5 without God in the world; alienated from the 
© ife of 0 Ged through the ignorance and blindneſs 
that is in them. This is too plainly the caſe of 
thoſe ſouls, whoſe natural averſion to God and | 
goodneſs, is not overcome by a ſuperior pow- | 
| er; who have found no eye to watch their 
. early inclinations ; no hand to weed out the 
tres ſown in the heart by the enemy of fouls ; . 
no incotruptible ſeed, no word of ttuth to be- 
get them again unto God; no divine almighty 
power to heal and change them, to ſuperin- 
=. Keke 5 duce the divine image, and create lem after 
_ 80 Godin righteoufueſ and true bolingſi. Fe Bows Offi] 


But ſtill there is an original and unchangeable 


ex 2 Nency. in the ſoul ; and without the addi- 
- tior 0 08. a Powers, i it is capable of every ] 


q . and the Polly of Ing it. A 
or an being and of having its natural capacity Pn 
| | improved into glory, honour, and immortali y. 
And is it not pity that ſuch a creature as 
this ſhould be loſt ? Who would not grieve: to 
ſee. it deceived with appearances, mocked with 0 
e. ſhadows, abuſed with flattery and falſhood, al- eee 
they lured with artful infinuations, and cheated with R 8 
lying vanities ? To ſee it ſunk lower than the. 


i earth; fallen into ſervitude ſervitude to ſatan, 
who means to deſtroy it! to brutal luſts, ſen- 
reſs ſual appetites, and ſordid inclinations! - — have 
of we no generous pity. or diſdain i in us, ? no love 
md of liberty? No, ſparks « of honour * No remain 
wo. ing deſire to emerge, to break our chains, or | 2 
eir | uit our bondage? - — Have we not. 17 57 that 2 
he God. i is in Chriſt reconciling this w unto 7 - 


1 5 him ſelf ? Is it no joy to us to behold the light 
* of the goſpel, and to obſerve its beneficent de- 
_— figa ? Do not.we know that we Are redeemed = | - 
* to Cod by the blood of his ſon, and may be 9 

renewed by the ſpirit of his grace; nd appl. | I 
. ae out of the | ruins 787 the ipoltzcyby' 
j Lich and repentance, by y righteodfoels and Ho- 

n  lingſsof truth? ? And thats $ gof ee 


; Sn LE 


=p Fedleſ xi. fore is faid to return to God when the body dies. 
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. 1 of the Worth of the gad, 
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2% The greatneſs of the ſoul's loſs appears 
I from its duration. The ſoul being an imma 
terial ſubſtance is free from the ſeeds of mor- 


4 and corruption; and is not only capable 
immortality, but deſigned for it; "and there- 


f we loſe the world, we loſe nothing but what 


zs in its own nature periſhable ; (for the e Faſhion 

of the world paſeth away 3). and ſuffer no other” 
Tofs than what may poſſibly be repaired. But 
the loſs of the foul i is irreparable and eternal. 


"our ſouls muft live for eber; there is ad 
extintion of their being, if they periſh we are 
5 undone, their loſs reaches beyond the grove 


we ſhall carry. it with us into the other wor = 
where it will be the ſubject f 1 lamentatio 


5 41 
* 14 19 171 


and ſorrow for ever. 5 


10 loſe AN immortal foul ten for the ue 


| greateſt f fol y e the e human nature is capable of. 


* 


And t that 1 I mz [-. the impreſſion deep on F 


. 5 Your .| hearts, A. Will quote a paſſage, the lan- 
- guage and. forge of \which will difcover its au- 
f to every one who 3 is acquainted with "his 


| ; Vit * Speakiny to a man who th inconſi- \ 
| Hrs A foul he fay 9 How | 


4 Le thou « excyle thy fault or avert thy doom? : 


derately throws away his 


What a of 1 9 jes ſhall defend” 
: 1 % we he the pleading r thy judge? 


Fr * + 


4 


2 8 
* * 
* 


and the Poly of ling it 


e upon? When every thought ſhall be a dart! 
« and a convicted conſcience, an ever - gnawing 


e worm; nay, a fiery ſerpent, with endleſs 1 
07 volutions winding about thy heart! 


2 


(3.) The greatneſs of the ſoul's loſs eppes 
from the greatneſs of the happineſs it was de- 
ſigned for. We can never know what the loſs 


of the ſoul is; till we know what the loſs of 
heaven is, which is as inconceivably great as its 
bleſfsdneſs. A faint idea of which wh may be 
formed, by confidering” it will ariſe, from the. 
perfection of out natures in all their natural 
and moral nie” and the perfection = 


our e ents both in kind and degtee, in 


J the favodeand Preſence of the ever bleſſed God. 
And | what an enhauſtleſs fund of Felicity" is 
comprehended in this thovghe ! But all is 460] 
for ever loſt, to the ſoul that HD withour Cab 
in the uur, und goes out of it eſtranged from 
him. If we loſe our fouls wb loſe: A” | 
all our peace and happineſs for erer. And is 

it nut pity our fouls ſhould loſe ſo great a haß- 


pineſi, which was originally matte en them'# 


| bb. amr lon pony 


ſeries and. ne — vftew NY 
Hl a ug, affect us * 
Wn 


« Nay, what artioat ſhall defend thy ſont a= e 
« gainſt its own wounding felf-refleQions bet... 


* : 
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5 Os the Wards of the „ 
[Senn point. We loſe our eſtate perhaps, but pre»: | 
5 fervejour health; or if we loſe this alfo, many. 

_  - valuable friendſhips, and.the compaſſionate : care 
of our relations, afford us conſolation in the 
midſt of bodily, pains and. diſtreſſes; or if que, 
friends alſo forſake us (as its too common fot 
them to do, when we can only repay their 
| friendſhip with gratitude) ſtill we may take re- 
fluge in God, a never- failing and all- ſufficient 
friend: and if our truſt in him be fixed on its 
juſt foundation, a reverence for his commands, 
and a ſubmiſſion to his will, we may ſtand un- 
ſhaken, be our outward: circumſtances ever ſo 
vretched or forlorn.— But this great loſs I. 
am now conſidering, leaves us ae, Ft 
ſtitute in the midſt:of all ſurrounding calami- 
ties 1 deſtitute, I ſay, even of ſo much as one 
gSlimpſe ef light to cheer us in the daxkneſs of 
hell, or one beam of hope to-flater-1s with a 
maden or een dd 9 Ho! we tot. 
Lash. If we conſider the Apr gornio hes: 
| tween the ſoul and that which we receive in 
8 euchune ſuoitʒ w halt be ſenfible how great 
a. loſs we ſuſtain thereby. How juſtly dos itt 
demand the aſtoniſhment of all the world to 
7 085 obſcive: 8 en en e mr | 
gen Pa ei, un un bet Gum, thei . 


F 4. 3 


- abs: Polly of Heng it. 7. a — = 
friends, or their country? Or from ſome. bo“ Saxon, =» 
ble principle; to purchaſe reputation and re- 05 1 
nown? No; its commonly for things mean, 
on vile, or contemptible. It is for traſh and trĩ- 
fles, for gilded toys, and empty ſhadows; to 
pleaſe an idle fancy, or gratify a ſordid luſt; 

to gain that which eatt lile a canłer all the 
comforts of life, and deſtroys like an infection 
5 all the hopes and joys of poſterity: it is for 

wealth gotten by a lying tongue; or for grati- 
fications \ that ruin a man's conſtitution, _ 
his eſtate, and impoveriſhñ bis family; or 
onour and power, neither well ade, nor 
well employed Aer is often to gratify pride, 
. envy, revenge, or ſome other hateful and dia- 
bolical piffion. In ſhört, it is ſeldom for that 
which a wiſe man would e his 


| _ purſuit, 8 
And for theſe things a Sour; is loſt; — Thep Ws 
which coſts wiſe and men the care and 


labour of their Alves; "which, employs their ſe- 
2 et rious . hours, odd "+ ne, enga 8 then 
: thoughts). excites their watchfulneſs, Lans them 
to their cöſtts andt tfieir Knees, 264. obliges | 
them to 2 e eee 


I "they 17 pry their. orofs, and paſh es : ö 
: | * " ta exerciles, and levers: tri- — Az 
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e the folly of bezarding the lol 
| of our fouls on __ confideration 0 eee N 
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aud the Fay 


"1; What is meant by lang the ſoul. ©] 
Wm How this loſs is general ard: 0 
IV. To repreſent the greatneſs of the loſs; 

v. To expoſe the folly of hazarding the loſs 
of the ſoul on any confideration whatever: |: : 
g. To enquire bow this loſs may be pre« 


* 


15 1 A 1 
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Ne To expoſ the Polly af b. 
lob of the ſoul on any confideration- what 
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Bien no 5 waar 3 0 A, weakel 
in any other caſe, dilcover ſo 
much of it in this is! they are ort- nghted in 
nothing but the matters of _ are mw 
dent enough to fo eſee 
loſs of their ſouls,” In 
they will he put of with 
Ho will admit; 


chen vrorld 


en bead eee 
der their diſcourſe is both inflriltve in#'en-" 


8 Of the Warth of the bl 


1 deten tricacy and delicacy, how-to. ſecure: your ellate 
n times of publick commotions, or emerge 
| out'of a ſea of overwhelming diſtreſs, and you 
diſcover them to be perſons of great ſagagity 
and reſolution. But talk with them about re- 
gion, and the ſtate of their ſouls, adyvife them 
to prepare for death, and run no everlaſting 
Hazard, and you ſtrike them dumb; tliey are 
all filence and reſerve, either ſay nothing at 
all, or ſomething that ee betrays their 
: ighorapice'dr unbelief. F 
Now what ſober chriſtian © can behold, ſuch a 
ſethe as this, without ſecret grief and aſtoniſh- 
ment! how dbes it imbitter and — 
ſpirit againſt fin and the world, to ſee them de- 
a we warn ſuch er and excellent 25 
__ | 


iN) _ given to men. data = 
Fd Ser ght? Why haſt thou ples the, 
* 46 « light. of thy:glory in the face of vil to ſhine. 
adm To. 5 Purpoſe is the goſpel 
4 diſpenſed; o. with ; what propriety, called, 
% the niniſt Fr al ton, of life, and Tigbteouſneſs ? ? It 
"fo. fie” from producing. the divine effects. | 
LL AD, cal UL” G3 
„5 from, it, that jp many 
nes 1t dgn't, ſo. much 2s ſhew men the 
5 | ed heir fouls; Fr It don't en, ; 
F minds with, one grain of heavenly 
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25 vanity 


| their eyes Hom, . 


and the Folly of Hang it. 


« finitely. preferable to crowns and ſcepters! 
Now the folly. of ſuch a conduct may be 

thought to appear with ſufficient evidence, from 
what hath been already ſaid concerning the 
nature of tbe foul, and the greatneſs H its laſs. 


A thing fo valuable to be irretrievably and eter- 
nally loſt, and thrown away upon trifles, muſt 


be eſteemed the gſence ꝙ folly indeed! but as 
this folly is ſo fatal, and at the ſame time ſo 


common, it cannot be ſhown in too riking a 


light, or expoſed in too ance a aeg ot, views. 
2 And therefore, e 
21. Let it be.conſidered that. we are * 
no neceſtty of loſing our ſouls. TOs 1 
Great as the loſs of the b it may be 


55 | prevented. If it is loſt, it is wilfully loſt. It 
our own voluntary and deliberate, act and 


deed, and the ruin of it can be charged. no 
whey! but upon ourſelves. SOFT el ATTN: 
If it be imagined that any. are e that t up. under 
an abſolute im apoſlibility of being fayed, and by 
an eternal irreverſible decree, bound over to f figal 
ruin, all ſuch thoughts ugh t im mM ! 8 
be rejected and defeſted as Pp lie and. 
cChievous ſuggeſtions e of. atar 
91 7 all attempts tor the. 


n he dodtring of irreſi bi a ig 7 
mining | 


cc vanity, or their hearts | from. the putſuit of "o_ 


ec ſhadows; though it propoſes: honours wn 
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Of the Warth of the Soul, 


2 19250 mining all Human affairs and events, ſo as to 
_— Aw ordinary means and endeavours uſeleſs, 


involves in it ſuch abſurdity and contradiction, 


| fock:an imputation on God, and reproach on 
the human nature, as at once ruins its credit, 


and demonſtrates the impoſſibility of its being 
true. No, let us abhor every inſinuation of 
this kind, as dangerous and pag and be 


end they periſh, ill be our ons fault, 
ed enen un ; 


I don't ſay there . no W 5 tofiog 


of it. The ſnares of the world are many; the 


_ devices of ſatan-crafty; our own hearts deceit- 


ful; our appetites; paſſions, and propenfions 
irregular; bad examples;enfnaring and every 
man hath: his own „in urch moſt eafily beſets 


Him, from whence. there always” arifes immi- 
nent danger. ar che fool. — But ſill our rain is 


| nat unavoidable... 31 


[emptations may be oppo- 
ſed and overcome, ſinful , inclinations repelled 
and ſubtued;{/ We may with-hold our conſent ; | 
and if bar „ane ea of fn, 


— - 


* 
— — 


| and the Bey iir it „ 
Religion Hays us under no unreaſonable — q 
Qralits. Our paſſions are a uſeful part of our . 
conſtitution, as well as our judgment; nor 
need any thing which is of nature's planting be 
wholly footed out. Let us be continent and 
moderate, maintain a becoming dominion over 
ourſelves, judge of things according to their 
worth, take nothing but what God gives us, 
and uſe every thing as he directs, and we may 
enjoy ſenſible objects with great freedom and 
chearfulneſs. It is a fault as well to be over- 

_ Ferupulous' as intemperate. A ſober, diſcreet 
uſe of this world (which is the moſt elegant a8 . 
well as the moſt innocent) is granted us by the 
chriſtian charter, which allows us t "0 ans 

world, though not to abuſe It. bo 

Men ſay they want to enjoy life, and men 

- to poſſeſs themſelves of the good things it 
bounds with. But they talÞ that enjoyment, 
which a wiſe man counts diſtruction Natur es 
appetites, though lively; are reaſonableund bon 
- ſatisfied, yet zley /wowt be vontent till then, 
ſerain and nauſcate ther, till they: load and 

overchat 4 Nee The protenfions- of ke you 
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of the — tbe' Soul. 
Seren ſuch as are given up either to an en, ; 
. or a ſordid temper. 
So that if the ie of, the foul was ; not. to 
be conſulted, or in the preſent caſe to govern 
us, (as to be ſure in every caſe it ſhould) yet 
the advantage as to the true enjoyment of life 
Is evidently on the fide of temperance; by 
5 how much better it is to eat and drink to re- 
freſhment and chearfulneſs, un is 0 * | 
drunkenneſs. - 1 Ie: - - 
(3.) What amazing folly i is ; it to. ruin our 
fouls, when under the goſpel diſpenſation, we 
are provided. with ſuch- Bonne en, nd 
eee for ſaving them . 1 | 
= The goſpel of Chriſt helps life 2 immor- 
„ Tim. i tality to light + and contains the cleareſt diſ- 
% Ccoveries of the way of truth and happineſs : 
do which thoſe of former diſpenſations were 
. inferior as the rays of the morning dawn 
W 00m; to thoſe of the noon-day ſun. When 
h ci. Chriſt was on earth, | be. Halt ar never" nen 
us Har. Hlig doctrine fell ag the rain, and di- 
illled as the dew, "And en was followed 
. nf ec LE his death, .zeſurretion and 
1-4 u the preachir ung of. his apoſiles, and . 


5 Peliag * n. es 9 Ferie of i 
men. And by this day-Ipring from on high, 

may we all be guided into * paths of ꝓeace: 
| 5 under 
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43 the Poly of lo 22 it. 8 
under this merciful diſpenſation may. we ſecure ITY : 
our eternal intereſts, if we receive Chriſt Jeſu 
the Lord, if we give earneſt heed to the things Col. i, 6: 
Spoken ta' us in the Goſpel, and aſk and rely on Heb. ii. 17 
the aids and afliſtance of that ſpirit. who 1 is diſ- 
| penſed with 1 

Salvation is not indeed of ourſelves : it is of. 
God's contriving, and of Chriſt's procuring. 
We are faved by the waſhing of Regeneration, £3 7 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, But it is freely Tit. ii. 1 
given us of God, and if we humbly apply to 
our ſpiritual Phy fician, be will heal our ſouls, | 
and Abe away our ſin, that we ſhall not die. 
7 4) The folly of loſing our ſouls appears 
from the weakneſs of thoſe pretences by which 
fin and ſatan ſeek to beguile and ruin them. 

With what falſhood and flattery do they ad- 
dreſs our hearts, ſolicit admittance, and ſeek an 0 
aſcendancy there! Theſe diſturbers of our peace, 
and deſtroyers of our ſouls, have not one ſolid 
argument by which to prove of | enforce, their 
claim. Conſcious of this, they ati draw. : 
a veil. over the underſtanding, an lake theig, 


entrance by the palfions ; ; ; deceiving us rſt, and 
Bal be here reaſon 


then mocking our weakne ls, B. 
and Experience "(ould diſforet the e cheat ; Fl 
there wiſdom, and 2 elend t oy f 


e 3 #5 1 


to our brats. B. au 
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88 - Does "fin court our approbation with the 
2 of beauty, or entice us with the arts of 
language, or the ornaments of dreſs? This i is too 
thin a diſguiſe, We muſt have lived to little 
Purpoſe indeed, and have gained nothing by'our 


experience, if we incline to its ways by fair 


ſpeech, and the flattery of the lips ; if we can 
look no farther than the outſide appearance, and 
are Kill to be captivated with paint and colouring. 
Does it plead cuſtom and common example? 
—That is not our rule, nor will be our defence; 
good examples ſhould be imitated, becauſe they 
are juſtified of wiſdom, but bad ones brayely 
and reſolutely oppoled, becauſe, they are the 
oßppring of folly. No names or numbers can 


vindicate madneſs, and a violation of all the 


maxims of prudent and reaſonable conduct. 2 
Does it court you with. the offers of plea- 
' fare *— Conſider whether : any thing be Ron 
«the name of 1 0 We, is not 1 innocent 
and manly z or he worthy, th the name 0 2a ratio- 
nal agent, w — ventures, upon 4 ; tran ent and 
| momentary, gratification, that will be followed 
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ts worldly 9882 15 0 W cd l the bo es Pa. 
Alas! the wealth of the world will 5 not purchaſe 
the peace of the foul; much leſs recompence 


the _ of it. This our Saviour * aſſerts in 
the 
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at length de pen 


e, e 


with the love of a deceitful world, that 3 in * 
offet he is too often ſucceſsful. n. 
Is ſecrecy the decoy, or the Penne of ehed | 
repentance and amendment? — Theſe are the 
vaineſt pretences of all. As to the firſt, d 


ſecrecy alter the nature of actions? Can the cur- 
tains of midnight conceal us from the eye c of hea- 


ven, or the witneſs of conſcience ? — And as to 
the latter; it is a likely thing indeed, that a. 
continuance in fin ſhould be the way to repen- 


tance! as well mi ght the deceiver ſay, that floth 


and extravagance ate the way to riches, or in- 
temperance and exceſs to health and fame. 
But is there a foul in all the world mean enough 


to bear ſuch an inſult on its underſtanding ? Or 
weak enough to be duped by 


y ſo wretched a 
ſuggeſtion as this | 10 gelber upon it, and 
12664 7” Why then'it 16 fallen 
deed! fallen into a Nupiaity dete than brutal! 
for the leaſt fpark , 6 nanly” wiſdom would 
teach it immediately to ; to reject t the enfeleſd in 
finuation with the contempt and indigfation 


| deſerves. But „ite dee 8 4 * N 


(.) That Which agg 
 Lipritibg (degree is, "that men will "ably 5 f 
5 | D 2 2 fer : 


Add wak und ford f ee. 4 | 


Siren ſer a chen to be put upon them, bt which 


Of the Worth of the Soul. 


., thouſands of ſouls are ae; deluded and E 

ruined before their eyes. x 
How ftrange is it, that men will 1 wi 
| wig and advantage by the experience of others, 
except in the affairs of their ſouls! If I were 
told by experienced travellers, that ſuch a road 
was infeſted with thieves and murderers ; or my 
friends ſhould aſſure me, that the cup I was 
about to drink was poiſoned, and would be 
fatal to me; I ſhould be highly worthy of 

blame if I did not believe hom "But if I had 
Teen theſe things with my 6wn eyes, and yet ven- 
tured on my ruin; who would find in his heart 

to beſtow upon me either a ſigh or a tear? All the 
c World would ſay, I was a ſtu bborn, ſelf- will'd, 

abandon d creature, bent on my own deſtruction, 
— Well firs, and bas no body ever inform'd us 
that the devil is a murdeter af ſouls? That this 
world is the great engine of his deſtruction, full 

of arts and objects ſuited and intended to effect 
it? That the pleaſing dtaughis of fin are a dead- 
1y poiſon? Say, is this a ſecret ? Did you never 
hear it till no-)? —Nay, have you not ſeen, 
; ave you not known, that ſbe bath caſt down 
may wounded, and that. many Arong men bave 
: been Lain by ber, that ber houſe is. the way to Bell, 
; goings down. 70 the cbambers of. death F And what! 
with 20 * ruſh on to the ame 


deſtruction | 


* * 2 ( T 
e 5 
* . 
” 


* 2 


and the rah of "IR 1. 


deſtruction? Will you. take the, poiſonous cup oe. 


into your hand, of which thouſands are dying 
around you? And freely receive the venemous. 
beaſt into your | boſom, which has ſtung ſo 
many of thy acquaintance and companions to 


death? O infatuation and ſortiſhoeſs 1 never, to be 


equalled ! but, 
(Laſih) Nothing ſhown 0 folly of wilfally 
deſtroying our ſouls in a more glaring light, than _ 
conſidering. how it will appear hereafter ;. via. 
at death and judgment. At death, when. this 
world ſhall be over, and you ate entering on a 
world that will never end, what will you think 
of yourſelf, for beſtow-ing all your care on a 
periſhing body, and none on your never. 
dying ſoul? Will things appear then, in the 


ſame light they do now?. No, e et the eyes of i 
the body are cloſed, thoſe of the mind will be, 


opened; and yo c,preſcnt folly ſet hefore 1 in 
the moſt treme menden light. — 5 Men way live de 
7 Poole bot fools dben canvor-die.! Again, 
ehe ede een dy of collection 
i be: wages inouprſile confuſion, 

when Jod 1 VOL S8 Ot. 
to thy name in them; eee eee 
of thine: ignorance and ſleth, thy careleſſneſs 


ang — thy broken Gbbah and; broken vows. 
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Raton hy ins againſt him, againſt thy neighbours. 
Ke. thy ſoul! tell thee when and where thou 
__did&moſt ſhamefully trifle with and contemn 
bim, liften to wicked ſpirits, and wicked men, 
and catch greedily at the bait laid for thee, 


of warnings, intreaties, and rebukes l and no 


thee no favour. © 


Zirin og Uk. loſs of the fouk —1 procved to the. 


i 29. fy prope btb hor confider, The, I. 
25 luer, this ye that forget God. Pſalm I. 


; — cares and concerns of the preſent life, ap- 


pear extream 
8 _ — to 1 themſelves 


of the Worth af the Soul, 


in like a bird into the fowler's ſnare, in ſpite 


that foul that ſhould have been thy care is pe- 


. I. = oi and the God wwho made thee will baue no 
1. 


INE) thee, will ow > 


Thus have Fandeaycaned; in various AT c 
prefent and expoſe the egregious folly of ha 


mercy on thee, ul * 


importance, and hat i is, - * alia 


VI. To confider how the ob! of the Gut 
| may be prevented. 


loſs; is ferious 1 confileration) 
i oth Leere, T 09h us e rh 


that they + Tt Wine 3 latter ond 1 5 [ ) Ki it 


* 


2. and yet what men who are i 


erſed in ö 


y averſe to erg _ are audio, 


* 
* 4 


1 taking. 


| thoughts upon ; 3; 'F want proper ſubjetts for confi= 
 deration, Then I am now Ton to ou: | 


aud tbe Folly. ef ing it. 


many excuſes ready to offer againſt conſiderati- 
on; and why cannot they conſider of their 


ſouls? Mey want time. This is a meer pre- 


tence: z. they find time enough for leſs impor- 
tant concerns; time enough to employ i in their 


| worldly affairs; nay, to laviſh upon vanity, and 


fin, and trifles: in truth, they waſte their time, 


and then complain they want it. But if they 


were ingenuous, they ought rather toconfeſs 
they want inclination, — Again, z7s foon enough, 
ſome imagine,  confider upon fuch ſubjetts. 
Is it ever then too ſoon to be good and happy f 


Too. ſoon; to flee from hell and make ſure of 
heaven ? Too ſoon to prevent the loſs of an im- 


mortal ſoul? If you think it too ſoon to conſi- 


det now, you are likely &er long to find it 


too late! But they don't ohſerve others are ſo 
thoughtful and confiderate. 1 anſwer, wiſe and 
good men are; and what if you were to be 
better than your neighbours ? Shall you repent 

after? But I know not what to fix my 


7199.9 with them. . 

. Think what. „ „% 
_ How loyely, how noble, how eech a 
ture | a OF allied, to its Maker, his off, 
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They cannot conſider. But "Mp actual - enges | 
ly do conſider, or elſe they would not have ſo — 


So: if 
4 
:40 1 
- 


07 the Worth i the ""Y 


ſpon ſpring and image; like him in his powers 40 


immortality; capable of his love and glory o of | 
| | preſent een Wa pg him, and of his e 


| | - he Apr ; FT3+ 14 $4; Tt n FR 


«of the body? Ian 


and have no reaſon to truſt to the teſti 
ſienſe only. The foul” "appears indeed to be en- 
| frebled i in its operations i in proportion to the * 
he animal frame 


{aviliies of he 
ay with thoſe 


If it be ſaid, Do! not th 
e ſoul appear very ſenſibly to de 


„ . # Py 


d to judge by apfe e. 


concerns, we have ſurer evidence to govern us, 
mony of 


gree in which the vigour of the ani 
decreaſes; "but it does not. neceſſarily follow- 
that this is owing to any real decay of its original 
powers. It poſſibly” may and very probably is 


© owing chiefly,” if not entirely, to the impedi- * 


ment or reſtraint thoſe powers ate laid 


by the weakneſs or diſorder of the bodily organs, 
by which they are Wont to exert and ſhew | 


' themſelyes. The defect is not in the agent, 


pe. the inſtfument, 80 that when een ” 
. . 


ver z they do. But this 
_ Proves nothing to the diſad vantage Au eat, 
either in point of excellency or do 
; muſt not be too forwai a 
only; they often deceive us, and abuſe our hy 
derſtanding. In many caſes we can ſse no far- 
ther than the ſurface of things; and have no- 
5 thing to cortect the deception of our ſenſes; 4 


but in regard to our fouls,” and their eternal 
= 


ö 


' 


| 


- _— —_——— 


its e Pole 5 faculties 
while undiminiſhed and e ae and as 
e ge and: i 


a 2 K ; $a 7 
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ae, and whether thou canſt offer 
. 105 ee rt to nnn diet 
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one would take a0 
one 5 part of it was a 
and every portion of it a treaſure. But m 
. a juſt eſtimate of - earthly things heb ao Tot 


; their inſufficiency and uncertaint. 
- In framing'this eſtimate, let us 3 
53 that can be reaſonably aſlted; and 
more than was ever found: let us ſuppoſe they 
de a 5 con e 2 ſatisfacti- 


r 


your heart upon them, and i impartially 7 conlider- 
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then, s yours is now? And could you int 
2 | 


| ab the Folly of loſing it. 
at this inſtant a week ago an object « wy f 
rity ? But was it therefore at that time of 
tle importance to you, whether you were now 
happy or miſerable? Vou are concerned. for, 
preſent happineſs for that very reaſon you 


ſhould look forward; for will not that which 
is future ſoon be betend ? You do look forward, 
to provide for future happineſs and againſt fu- 
ture miſery in this world, and hy do you not 
look forward beyond it ? Why are you uncon- 
cerned about happineſs or miſery, never - ending 
happineſs or miſery i in the other World? 

Fave you not ſome time ſince buried friend, 
with whom you once enjoyed ſwee 
mate converſe? And was not — into; 
er world as much an object of futurity 


days of your acquaintance on earth 
he anſwer? — Well, you are travelli 
ſame road, are ſoon to make the a 


af being, and to launch into ms; 
it 3 you ſhould: be indiffere 


* 


bon ds net uſs to act dhus as to the ey 


epcriment he hath made alteadys to take your; 
everlaſting leave of the preſent ſcene e, 


event? God knows, and 3 
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* Stan. events! and how can you ser it to your 

oon underſtanding, or h 
"+ you act thus where your falvation is at _ 

Your everlaſting, ſalvation ! moreover, 


——— 
% 7 i 
3 *4 
* 


- tains a conſtant reg! 
his firſt choice, and his foul his principal care, 


him who gave it you, 


onſider the e of human life ; and bur 
little a time it is e'er you will _ out t of one 


world into another. DON 


Sonder this I ſay, and compare with it the 
practice and purſuits of mankind, and 

. 1 i miniſter new occaſion for humiliation 
nd aſtoniſhment. Were men to live here 


| always, how could they purſue the world, and 
ſeek poſſeſſions in it with more ardour than the 


generality of them do? Indeed if a man main- 
d to God, makes religion 's 


he may in ſubordination to theſe, acquire and 


| . enjoy, the good things of life with chearfulneſs 
and delight. But for a man to graſp this 1 
| as if it were n when the beſt | 


Fit is lit- 
vexation; to 


s ber de poſſe 


K * 


rmanent,” When 
t org E 59 Io diſpoſſeſſed to- 
'# 405 beſtow all our care and pains up- 
ö mon” th ings, and. none ents e 


a F< tine — out of s time into FAR A . 
1 — — folly that Wants 
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ions of it, as 


Fe — 


Wael | 


and the Fully of ww it, 


muſt paſs out of one into the other? 3 


Once more, Conſider the 8 and excel 

| [ney of true religion. 2 
How lovely, how reaſonable a thin gt 1 

in itſelf, and reaſonable in its a offer 


ing no violence to the underſtanding; making 


no exorbitant claims on our thoughts and 
time; laying us under no hard contributions 
or inſupportable reſtraints. That which ſome 
weak or crafty men call religion, or which hy- 


pocrites uſe as a cloak or maſk to cover il} de- 


ſigns, and at which libertines laugh, and from 
whence they take occaſion to decry and diſ- 
claim all religion, I will not undertake to de- 
fend. But by religion I mean an inward ſenſe 
of God, and a governing regard to him in all 
we think and act, as our Lord and portion; 
or an inward principle and determination . 
mid to pleaſe him, and approye dae 0 
bin in the whole conduct of He. 
N And againſt, this regard t to the Fer auch 


ee can be 
reaſonable, . and jodiei 


1 45 
a name, and that cannot be parallelled by any Srxuon 
other we obſerve in the world. And what can _ . 
it be aſcribed to but want of CoNs1DERATION ! dh, 
or. to men's not conſidering ſeriouſly and truly 
what this world is they live in, what that is 


they are going to, and how very ſoon they 
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” Sanzox thit 8 enn or Bw in duch A Fovetvnttich fear er 
j 45 * —— - our Maker ? — If you fay, will it not damp 
5 3 8 Our Joys, rob us of our ſpirit, and make us 
Jul and melaneboly? 1 anſwer, quite the con- 
| tracy, It will diffuſe eaſe, contentment, and 
|  Fhearfulneſs throughout your whole frame, 
 andto the end of life. It will enliven and ex- 
 -  Hilerate you, and be like a reviving cordial, or 
þ _. the blood that paſſes through the heart, to in- 
Re vigorate the languiſhing ſtate of nature. Such 
a lively. and operative principle as this, will feed 
and cheriſh every pious and virtuous habit, ſup- 
preſs or oppoſe every vitious and corrupt one, 
And aflimilate every thing unto itſelf, till by 
deegrees it makes the whole religious practice 
bioth eaſy and delightful. And would not ſuch 
1 a frequent view of real religion be a great in- 
dentive to the practice of it? And i is it not of 
the higheſt importance, thus to adjuſt our ſen- 
timents about it To ſtrip. it of all its diſguiſe, 
ind ſurvey it in its native ſimplicity and glory? 
Finally, Think, and very ſeriouſly thiok, of. 
th miley of thoſe 10ho live and die negligent of 
their euls, and their eternal intereſts. 
ED, This is a courſe which few will take upon 
hem to juſtify, though 1 it is what many are 
= betta ed into by the force of temptation and | 
Feu ramp E. Cereleffneſi, pleaſure, ſenſual . 
= fa, and the folicitarions of the world 
© „ 


1 ad 11 „ Bil of , — 
draw chem ! into, and detain them in this hame- Sravon | 
ful courſe, till death and eternity ſurprize 2% 1 
them; and then zhey mourn at the laſtly when Prove v. —- 
tberr Boch and their fleſb are conſumed, an 4 ſay, oy, 0 * © J 
How er we e bated infiruttion, and. our bearts - 1 
3 Wel, but ſhould we not ponder fo gk an „ 


Welk in our hearts? Should we not expoſtu- 1 5 
late with ourſelves upon it? Is it not an abſür-- 


dity even to madneſs ? Is there any calamity 
that can be compared with it, or to be dreade 
and avoided like this ? A fire in our neigbour- 
hood, the plague or peſtilence at next door, 
the inyaſſon of an irreſiſtible enemy, the bite 
of a ſerpent, torturing pain, or the confine- 
ment of a dungeon, haye all their terrors, and 
: any of them may well be ſuppoſed to involve 
us in great diſtreſs ; but the very worſt that 
any of theſe can do, is only 70 kill the body, 
and put an untimely end to that life, which 
according to the courſe of nature could not 
laſt long; and what then are theſe to the loſs 
of the ſoul ! to the bitter fruits and fatal on- 85 
| ſequences of fin! to deyouribg fire and eder- 
laſting burnings ! to deſpair and anguiſh, oe 
lerable and everlaſting! to weeping, Wailing, Mark ix. I 
Sand gnaſhing of teeth, where the worm dieth * :. 
nut, and MP re 15 not r quenched.! 4 yet this i is 


* 


r aa 4 


4 


5 


fe things now deſe: 


n ſich 9 2 
lie 0 plain before 187 And a 8 fix 


„ 


| nich, may by 
'blefling of a. ; #4 a-means of preventing 


'z 


= 


the loſs of our 8 ſouls. In order : 


1 0 * 2 * *. 1 Een 


* 1 * + 1 


'% by 


Je inteteſt and 
ps 1 3 1 5 1 
conſideration of this and t 


maining directions, together with the applica- 


ion of the ſubj & mult be reſerved for 


| ſuing diſoourſe. 
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1 in 9 for bit. 
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Se Five of theſe hoods have been already fully 
—— conlidered, and in my laſt diſcourſe I entered, 
VI. On the enquiry how the loſs of the ſoul 
may be prevented. And the firſt ii 1 
mentioned as neceſſary hereunto, was 
. A) Serious conſideration. 
I proceed now te ſome further Steins © 
\ ..) Frequent thoſe places wbere you enjoy 
Mm the proper means to promora the intereſt and ; 
nation of your o¹rw. 
= -- I mean worlhipping aden in on the Lord I 
= day, and your own. cloſets every day.. And 
F that got as a taſſæ and a burden, but from a 
= rational judgment . and a deliberate choice. . 
Make conſcience of retirement, uſe yourſelves 
1 to reading, mellitation and prayer; and be 
=. .. conſtants and exemplary. in che hauſe of God 5 
 _ where it is your duty, and wiſdom, your inte- 
__ reſt, and honour to be found; where you may 
hear wu by <bich you hay be Javed; where 
addreſſes are made to heaven publickly and ſo- 


brought from thence to the ſons of men, and 
wers ſuef tranſactians paſs between, God and 
o 3 aka Sr me | 
1 5 a 5 e kene, ; | 
EC: for it; tell them their raillecy i is 15 — . 


— 


„ admoniſh them act tg uſe their wit on 1 


* Ph 
* * / * 


x 4 1 , . ** : — 5 5 : 
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Enbus Mee en 0e you 
religious aſſemblies to do honout t6 the ſupreime 
Lord of heaven and eatth, to teſtify your love 
to yout great redeemer, and your Ak of 
his religion; to obtain the fruits of his death, 
to be inſtructed and quickened in the path of 
duty, and in the way of life; to keep conſci- 
endes awake and wateliful, to be armed againſt 
temptations, and to promote and ſti 
the Habits' of divitie grace and virtue in yo¹᷑t 
foul. And let them fee that you wear your - 
refigion' not as à dreſs for ſhety or-diſpuiſe, but 
ad a göve 


* 


dy to your principle, and 


to your tale. Let them fer that the — 


of religion are no way 


bighty conducive to the dus difehatge of 5 


duty in every ſtation and relation of life, and 
that they are the ſtay and anehor of yout- ne 
under * the difficulties en dur | 
of it. 5 
80 e your ſouls to elt ci. 
1 mean tranſact the great affair of you 8 
i ſalvation, - wi th the” bleffed- « God th hre 
his medi ation. Remember ald co 


be is the way, Ut , 2 IW. 57 a keen. 


nan cometh : to he Fathir bat? «qr Heis 
thi great er dhe Fiend of Jals, Ant Goc 


Tal 1 


ning principle and rule of action; 
and that you ate daily aiming” to be woe tes, 


eſteems 


/ 
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$:2u0n eſteems him high) y for bis kts ſake. And 
| "ir * having ſet him forth as a propitiation, bath 
teeſtified to the truth of his doctrine and effi- 
Rom i. 4+ ns of his dent, * 1 8. bim fo be * 


4 


"Therefore We ol _ hg $ mak 4 
1 the remedy provided and offered in his goſ-⸗ 
pel, through the grace of God; be convinced. 
that.you are undeſerving and impotent crea- 
tures; that no power or .mercy can ſave you 
d his; and that he is able and willing, 2 and 
appointed of God to this important office. Be, 
aſſured that nothing can ruin you in caſe o 
Four: fincere unrelerved compliance with his, 
= gracious terms, and an unſhaken adherence, to 
=_ his cauſe and intereſt; and having e once — 
n his ſervice, be 8 and faithful to the death. 
FHDor ſuch creatures as we. are to pretend to 
2 is madneſs; to conceal, our 


aulit or excuſe it; is impoſſible; to make fatise, 
faction to, or eſcape from divine juſtice, Is no 


more in our power than to remove mountains; 
there is but one way left, (and thank God it is 
x a ſure and effectual one!) to come to Chriſt by 
1 5 . . 2 e and bumbly to accept 
A |; . forgiveneſs a at his hands. — Bring 
0 Ap eeiee fouls den footltool, 
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thoity, 2030 ſubmit to it; his it and glo- e 
rity it; live not another hour without embra- E 
cing him as your atoning TING, er op 
head, and your governing Lord. 8 070 
A derb r examine your hearts and i 

aQtions.. PR. Om CIOs. 5 1 
Uſe the power if — which ded 
| hath given you for this excellent purpoſe, Com. ; 
verſe; more with your own hearts, and culti- 
vate an intimate acquaintance with yourſelves: 


This ib of infinitely greater 'importance tat. 


every other kind of knowledge. It is a I 
ſerable thing to be always immerſed in the bu- | | 
ſinels or amuſements of this vain Wes: 6: [| 
without retitement and reflection what can we [| 
w of ourſelves, or of our ſtate, or of the: > 
foundation we are to ſtand on, when barn i 
the World ſhall be ſhaken and diſſolved? - 
7 Let us therefore ſometimes make a Wlan ”_ 
pauſe, go but of he eroud of life, and ina ] 


ſerious recollection, cauſe our a 1 ; 
tives to paſs before us in review. mppe 0 What ae | 43 
* we; doing? 1 ere out accounts with 
God? Are we on good terms with the Ab 
igbty? Do we run no dangerous riſques?. | 
a Are we upright.? Do we go backward or for- 
| \ « ward in religion ? Oc are we doubtful of our? 
* * ſtate nd condition? Is our behaviour pleaſing.” 


Lo 
* 1 © 4 


whoſe eyes wait on bim, and whoſe hearts are 
Ran; eee aid Eder ihe 
1 3 and: wiſdom, wich: 
_—_ 


in Croft Jeſus his ſon, neconciling\ this: apyftite 
grace and peace; offering forgiveneſs, and eter- ; 


| it IC | | 
N 


* 


axes the ite — our — 2 ban en „ Gf-refiess 
tions are highly proper aud needful. =. As 
_ this matter to à paint. 


(5.) Labour after the hg FRE bf Ged. 
To that end, often contemplate his infinite 
and gate erage} - behold 2 


and "an hr te py tfllions. of eib 


with his preſence; recount his fa- 


$ vours to your friends, your families, yourſelves' * 
3 andi eſpecially recolle& what he bath done for- 


yout ſouls; think of bim as your parent, 


o poſſeſſes : 


tt 11501 


vote inflate: ce. 


£5 


world unto: himjelf.” Behold him as the God of 


nat” life; continuing and repeating! this offer 
ufging your acceptance: of it ab unwilling: 10 
Ea denial; and reminding you of the emp- 


; cen of the world, which withholds your con- 


ſent, and engroſſes your eſteem, Think of the 

prehenfible felicity of his favour; pon- 
der every motive and argument that may dil . 
po nd dur yolk. Teo ä ffection; 


24 


"the 1 1b. 
and finally; pray with ardet 
the Lord would direct your bearts into the love 


gane n 


* 


of God, and into that bolinefs which will pre- 2Theſ: 


pare you you for the immediate fight, and che 
everlaſting enjoyment of hitn. 5 
1 proceed now to apply the ſubject. And. 


(I.) From what hath been faid Tet us den | 


the true value of the ſoul. 5 
Lou have ſeen the — of Rei 1 


its miſerable condition if it be loſt; and che 5 
danger of loſing it. And to know its value is 


the firſt ſtep towards ſaving it. Our fear of 
loſing it, and care to prevent its loſs will be 


its value, We can never therefore lay the in- 


finite worth of the ſoul too near our heart or 


imprint it too deeply on our mind, in as much 
as the loſs of it can never be repaired. hat 


mo Shall a man give in exchange for bis foul ?. Win 


he give back the whole world again, which he 
is ſuppoſed to have gained by the lofs, or le- 
ceived as the price of his ſoul? That he would? 
gladly do, but no ſuch re-exchange' can be 
made. For were a man to 
world at the expence of his ſoul, he 


Hou ſadly then is the ſoul un oy 
It. is le often parted with for a ſmall 0 
E * Th 


_ the whole: le 
. his ſoul, were he ever bo willing by? 
; Paying back the price of the Whole wen 


lil, 5. | hy 


; proportionable to the apprehenſions we have of C 
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k 05 the Munch / the Soul, To 
teen nay: for only. the doubtful chance of a mal - 
He „en of it! 85 ä 

. "Han: 2 e ſeoſo . 0 kanne 
 fallyof mankind in thus proſtituting and ru. 
. Ining their ſouls, that our condeſcending Savin, oj 


ne; and out of the greatneſs of. bis compaſſi- 4 
on endeavours to prevent the laſs: of them, by: 
Exciting us to conkider it. And ſurely none 
better Knew the worth of ſouls, than he who 
actual y ſacrificed his on life to ſave them 
but yet how little impreſſion does his judgment 
make on the genera ity of men, who are for 5 
favipg every thing but their ſouls, who ſeem to 
cmhink no time ſo ill ſpent as that which is laid 
gut for this purpoſe l who eſteem it loſt time, 
and could be willing enough to fave their 1 
if it might be done upon eaſier terms. Whence 
can/this ariſe, but from-the ſms inattention 


5 to the value of the ſoul 2 paſt: e eee 
| | 02.) We May hence learn to. 1a bo right 


1 ate of the world. 5 i 2 
In qur-Saviour's's count you bee all the poſt: 

 ſeflions of-it are not worth a ſingle ſoul. And 
ſtzhereſore it were greater wiſdom for a man tg 

= ſeth; ſalvation of his ſoul, than to gain th 

un verſa nee of the world, up the ſup- 
ian that b Dy a were wr pg e e 
1 4 5 2 Jt ol Wt N 136% 3 . 4 This 8 ä 5 
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| | . 
MW + This world indeed is the work 


WW AS ſuch it is good, ſuitable to the end Aer Well 1. 
— and the chjoyiticii# 26d poſe. 
ons of it conſidered as the effects of his bou 
z may be defired in a reaſonable manner, 
uſed for ſuch purpoſes as he inte 
ſeeroe. And when our Saviour ſpeaks f ſo dim 
 qutivety: of the world, as he does in the expoſtu- 
ebe, before eas 11 is fur in a vith 


oy 
2 


yet 


PICY 247 


J nn 


te ba i 11 it be — 4 valaablet donfideta - 
tion for our preſent peace and future hap 
neſs, this is a groſs miſtake, and molt th 

ful deluſion. F | & Þ. K* l 8 ee N 5 . 4 * 7 3 


And it is highly fit we ſhould be 
put in mind of the periſhing nature andy 
tain continuance of = worldly % becadſo 
they are apt to ſtrike too ſtrongly oh our feng | 
ſes; deceive us by their ee appearance, | 


crafts rout ee 
gold out of a rock, 
el n for this , 


of tbe Worthiof the Soul, 
* if the W never 


N 


1 1211. +; | 


Nom to. curb and cure this Wy” ak 
ſacred volume depreciate the world, em 
by ſplendary,aud: expoſe its Hlotteny: and _ 

ms nin, it as * Fl vilon of the night; 

wile. Us, that every man walketh in a vain 
» ſhe Hilquieteth himſelf in voin, and in his beſt 
e dane der wann inc he o- 


{ lf. on pet of cher, expeds more. lan- 
BET vaigly employed as if he. 1 

An ep ge. language 0 een notion, 
BAD: por Sofia omg act ther eb! 
4 . We hath been cbferend. on this fl 


3 


tend ih lvl 5 nk gh the. 


V cloſod in 3 
pang perhaps ſtill a 


| Hed 0 on | the countenance 1 very affecting 
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OY and the Boll of lg it. | 59. 
all this, no doubt; and caſts a, ſad heavineſs Sazuon 
and gloom on the human heart, And had we * 
nothing but ſenſe to direct and cheer us, might 
fill us with doubts and anxiety about a ſtate of 
future exiſtence. But to a man who is only 

guided by the dim. rays of reaſon, even with. 

out the help of revelation, the contrary is ſul⸗ 
kiciently manifeſt. One who attends te the - 
powers and capacities of his, ſoul, its evident 
tendency towards perfection, and the great de- 
gree of it actually attained by en in naue, 


in ; bimſelf (neither gy which aue the proper, 
ties of matter, after all the poſſible. modificatis\ 
2s and ments it is capable of) ſua a 
one, 1 3 perecives that body and ip; 
rit are eſſentially different, and that in all rear; 
ſon the. latten muſt be ſuppoſad to exit aſter⸗ 
the diſſolution of the br men „ 
But if the death of the ſoul wore nate mad . 
unphilsſophical -notiops. y&t"is,it a. moſt icceli=1 
gious one. If en eee reaſon; 
of. man, yet it is the higheſt reflaction on the... 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God. What! G0 
» | ſo mig the idea, capacity, and hope 
or mn 


#7 wee e make dim a. little low thats, 


* 


= 
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=: o the Worth of the Soul, 

2 ON # an angel, and then lay him level with a brute 
5 dignify him with intellectual powers, and 
then reduce him to duſt and darkneſs! inſpire 

him with a living foul, capable of an endleſs 

life, and then preſently reduce that ſoul to no- 

thing! this is fo plainly contrary: to divine wiſ- 

dom, that it can never be ſuppoſed. © It is 
dbomething too! mean and fickle and vain to be 

| aſeribed to him who 1 is wiſe' in beart, aber 

fill in counſel; and excellent in eg, Tb 

very degitafe dle the whole preſent ate 
| of things ER to wen into mere bor 


n in Gamer's 436 2855 | 
: uppoſ&a ſtate of eee ee the 
peine to be one of eee ail, 
1 A ep oobliſtedt 
then education, learning, ſelf-governn | 
| F tryin = and vroligious' love 'ahd 
= table. 8 t- upon dhe antihilaung ſeheme, 5 
1 EE: ; that when we die we ceaſe to 
. d this w 76r1d are not worth a thought; / 
pe paihs we take 'w vich ourſelves and others i 1 
itlels- labour; no motive appears to indues 
Felther to the ove or fear of God ; they WP 
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| and the nah ah bfing it. 
live i in the worſt and moſt diſſolute manner, and Ss 
they who are moſt inoffenſi ve and uſeful, fare 
alike; or rather the beſt people in the "world © 


are moſt unhappy, as they have no hope or 


proſpect of any recompence for theilt ſelf-de- 
nial and ſufferings | in the cauſe of virtue. And 
| beſides all this, the ſtrongeſt temptation in the 
world is perpetually laid before mankind. to 
queſtion or deſpiſe the exiſtence and 'govern= 
ment of God. 5 


hs it be ſaid, abſurd 7 as you "ſuppoſe ei . 


opinion to be, it is maintained by great num⸗ 
bers at this day; 2 I ſhall only anſwer here, the 
more is the pity and the ſhame. But 1 hope 
ſuch believers won't reprove : a child or reproach 


a ſervant for any fooliſh or wicked behaviour 3 


as nothing zhey do or can do is ſo ridicy- 


lous or extravagant as their faith; ; not to 2 
e. 


that all imaginable ſenſuality and folh ly. 15 


1 natural conſequence of ſuch S Fi 
as theſc. w jy 


great redeemer ſh the e he exp 3 elles for 
the falyation of ſouls. . 


£3 


| hence the expoſtulation in the te 


to what a degree of ſhame mankind 19d 2 I 


ted their 1 way ; into what ; an gre 4 pious ii ! £ 


they, had fallen; for. what low! 9 1 


4 
N | W 


Wer ) We may obſerve the om of "the 


: — 3 | 
He knows their worth,  hough inc 008 ; by 
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| Sung on poſes they lived; and for how ſmall a part of 
RS this world they facrificed their ſouls, and that 
the generality of them were cheating themſelves 
With the purſvit of airy vanity : now this filled 
/ tis generous heart with' pity, Kindled in it all 
tte tender ſentiments of compaſſion and love, 
| and inſpired him with the godlike reſolution to 
| ioſtru, adviſe, and warn immortal beings, to 
prevent the damage they were likely to ſuſtain, 
and to fly from impending ruin. Shall ſatan, 
5 faith he, betray the whole human race into 
© deſtruction, through the inticements of ſin? 
| © ſhall zbey periſh remedileſsly through folly and 
A ignorance, uninſtructed and unadmonithed 7 
| No! 1 will enlighten their world; 1 will diſ- 
© cover their enemies and danger: I will affeck 
© their hearts and alarm their conſciences, and 
* awaken in them that fear and ſelf-love which | 
© js implanted in their natures for their ſafety 
65 and felicity. Nay, I will die for the, and | 
| © redeem them to God by my blood; T Will 
f ſuffer the puniſhment of fin for their fake | 
and in their ſtead; T will make their peace, 
and be their ranſom, and intercede with my 
* father in their favour ; and I will ſend my. 
55 xl to them, and cauſe the fpirit of truth 
9 47 and righteouſneſs to be di ſpenſed with it. . 
will pat an argument into their mouths that 


1 1 never uſed of known before; an ar 


F 2 


ant the Nh 4 ing i 


_ © delightful! to them; they ſhall beſeech my 
father to, ſhew'them' mercy by the ſufferings, 

© and interceſſion of his ſon. And thus will I - 
© cauſe them to know the bowels of my, com- 
1 Ks won towards them, and teach them to ſet 
wa greater value upon their own ns ane. 
© immortal ſouls. 

-* (Eaftly.) How firange is i it that, after "i 
expreſs: and ſolemn warnings, men ſhould ſa 
generally undervalue their ſouls ? Nan 8 
| their everlaſting intereſt! „ 

Is the font fo precious © get: and yet fold. 
for every trifle !| bartered for any luſt, either of 
te fleſh or the eye! O'firs, what madmen, - 

hat monſters do a great part of mankind 

transform themſelves into! what [prodigious 
lengths do they run in folly and iniquity! and 
what heavy vengeance do they draw down * 
their on heads without pity or remorſe! 
Imagine only the numbers of fouls that are 
| comtindity ſaerificed in all parts of the world 
to ambition, avarice and ſenſuality ; then turn 

your thonghis to the multitude” that periſh 
through ignorance, careleffrieſs and kh 5 then 
1 diſhonourable generation n. of 

men, who ruin themſelves by their df 4 
3 e or 3 then think of 
thoſe, 


* as tender as it is amazeing, as powerful and gs 
© prevalent: with God as it will be deſitable and — Ml 
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n thoſe, (and t this I own. 0 


f the nir F the bu, 
eply affects and * 


| . ones heart) thoſe who ate almoſt perſuaded ta 


— WI be" ' chriſtians, who have many good qualities; 


but darken the luſtre of them. all, with ſome 


Men of — iy and | honour towards their 
nei ghbour, but not ſincere with God; j iſt to 


cher ſervants, kind to their children, and it 
may be generous to both, yet unjuſt and cruel to 
their own ſouls; and though nigh to the king- 
dom of heaven, yet tiever likely to enter in, 
The looſe and hardned crew, who never name 
their fouls but when they damn them, and 
never take the awful name of God into their 
 niouths but to blaſpheme it, theſe, I ſay, ons 
| paſſes by, if with _ pity, yet not without a 
great mixture of indignation and contempt; but 
when modeſt and good natured creatures, whole. 

hearts are benevolent, and tempers open and 
friendly, and i in whom one ſees many marks 

of ingenuity and genetoſity, and other amiable 
| qualities, are. drawn aſide by their own luſts, 
are deceived. by the flattery and falſhood of tbe 
world, or fatan the god of it, and while they ® 


iflionate: to others are 


„ 
* 


ed! * arr lalt, 1 * 


* 


42 2&4 % ILY; 


g * & 4 8 * 
ads en:: Wees 1234306 
n % | 
l : 
« „„ 


ctiminal practice or evil diſpoſition. of heart. 


pe ves, and cruelly. ies and endanger | 
their, ſouls, this. is a ſight 15. ee c 5 


and the © of lofing it 


And therefore as far as lies in my power i ITY 


33 it, eſpecially with regard to ſuch as have 1 


any Ree ſparks of! ingeriuity and wiſdom, 
1 muſt beg your patience. while I conclude this 


ſubject with a brief but ſerious ex hortation td 
the care of your ſouls. And here you will 
forgive me if in a way of friendly advice and 
expoſtulation ſome things that have been al- 
ready touched on 1 in the illustration of the ſab- 
ject, ſhould be ri EG 
Ĩ be ſalvation of your Gale firs; is of the 
higheſt importance, and therefore is the firſt 
and the laſt thing to be minded. 11 can never 


be enteted upon too ſoon, or perſiſted in too 


long, it being the ſum of wiſdom, and the 


. foundation and ſafeguard of out happineſs, It 
 _ ought to be infinvated into our offipring from 


| their infancy, incalcated upon them in their 


z youth, taught them as their grand maxim and 
governing principle, never to be ovtrlook d or 


forgotten on any conſideration whatſoev&; but 
carried with them from their cradle to their 


grave. Parents ſhould give it in charge to their 
children early, with the warmeſt affection and 


the moſt comtmanding authority,— My dear 
'* 11 child, take care of thy ſoul. Mind religion. 


* Fe ear God, and keep his commandments, what 
© ever you do. 'I thank you fot your duty and 
25 Deen to 2 ad m glad to a that 


d * k * ; < * TJ - & 
| 


Of te 2 of 1s 2 
. you" are tractable, diligent and promifog. 
— * Biff beſech ee hen, Our" creator ; te- 
dere and adore Fim; get wiſtom ; And re- 
6 i that he for of the Lind that is wiſe 
Am, and to depart from evil that is undet- 

« Pdiding. And how little foever this is their 

- practice, it is certainly their doty; and 4 dut 
I” which all who Have an ny intereſt in the rifing 
generation of authority over them, owe to 16 Gd 
. and. to. them, whether thaſtets ” mit iſters, or 

BY | . be bid, c wit this be f ho Ks iſadvantage 
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go ſons, very entertaining and pts who yet 
'D pay | Hale reg ard to ſuch alice; I anſwer; - 
that may mY but 1 | can never adit this to b. | 
a à pft e their accom litbitients. T cotifide t 
as a defect and deformity, TRE. wold- be 
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- of the Worth. of the. Soul, 


Joto-the ballance againſt the neceſſary care of 
the foul, —In ſhort, whether they be living wit- 
neſſes, or dying teſtimonies you conſult, all a- 
gree in declaring, that the chief happineſs of 
man ſhould be the conſtant care and aim of 
bis life. And as for divine revelation, it ex- 
horts us to it in one view or other, from the 


bin to the end of it. 
And 1 beſeech you, who are they but the 


enemies of your. fouls who diſſuade vou from 
this neceſſary care? 4 
Satan, their declared enemy will anda: 
55 attempt it by all imaginable ſtratagems ; by 
flattery and deluſion, the inchantments of plea- 
ſure, the tyranny of cuſtom, the hopes of ſafety, 
the dread. of ſingularity, the eee that 
ere to be made for youth, the little occafion. 
you. have of being ferious and godly ſo foo, 


the fowreneſs. it 155 give to your temper, and 
the diſadvantage it will be to you in the Ez, 


. Theſe are ſame. of his methods and pretences b 
+. ruin your ſouls b * * yout to 8 


” £- | 3%. WH 
the care care of them. 


Some of your companions and acquaintance. 


may alſo diſcourage you, may allure you by 
mirth, ſeduce you, by the profeſſion of friend- 
thip. 40d the Promiſe of pleaſure ;. or of theſe 


* : 
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ris attack you with ed arts of banter : 


Fx IL 
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and the Poll of bug Fe; 


53 out of a care of your ſouls, t they will endea- 85 ges = 
vour to laugh and ſcoff you out of it, if you 9 


have not ſome ſpirit and reſolution, and are 
not ſo juſt to yourſelves, and ſo grateful to your 


9 redeemer, as to aſk of him, and of God through 


him, the aſſiſtance needful to preſerve and de- 
fend you in an hour of temptation. Be ſure 
therefore watch carefully, and be continually 
on your guard againſt the temptations which 
aſſault and ſurround you, Don't imagine this 
world a harbour of ſafety and repoſe, of reſt 
and ſecurity, for whatever your circumſtances 
be, dangers and ſnares are planted thick around 
you. Eſpecially attended to the temptations 
moſt ſuitable to your ſex, your age, and fita- 
ation in life; ſhut your eyes againſt the charms 
of pleaſure, and your ears againſt the voice of 
flattery. Don t admit a temptatian to approach : 
too near you, but reſiſt and repel it on its firſt 
appearance. Be jealous over yourſelves, and 
never vaunt and boaſt of your on ſtrength and 
power; but lay up ſome of the wiſe maxims 
of Solomon in your heart, He that trufteth in 


bis cum heart is a fool. Seeft thou 4 man wiſt Por, 


in his own conceit, there is more hope of a Jol e ay 


of. bim. A flattering mouth worketh ruin, DN rant 7 f 


But above all, confider the neceſſaty conſe- 
5 quence of your being careful or careleſs'c of your 
fouls ; that is, «a their ppineſs,” 
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Did you ever ſee. a ſenſibſe a BONES: 
as I don't. ſay a ſtupid one; made. { 1 
medicine, or the righteous jugg⸗ 
ment 150 555 — but I ſay an awakened B 4 1 — | 

n fall by found. gut by h 
ing his wilful, babitual, We 
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did you eyer fee a humble 
chriſtian, die, who had a deſire to 1 
158 and if God ſaw good, choſe aj #8 
inſtant, to leave. the body and 
being: dull of hope and glorious exper, 
ing after a ſight gf God, be 
after 15 Fs you 8 you. hays 


Se 


7 4 
8 


r 


1 
1 

Ss 
7 
L 

F' 

4 

y 


of, Ms | 


OE 


88 but 3 one W even as ; the other. Srauon 


— I admit that this | 
caſe, ariſing from à great variety of acciden- 
tal cauſes. . But then you muſt admit, — and 
F beg you feriouſly to confider it — that there 
is an infinite difference in the conſequences of 
their death; What the difference is between 
everlaſting. puniſhment. and everlaſting life, 
they who feel the one, and enjoy the other, 
alone fully know. But the inhabitants of this 
world may eaſily know ſo much of both, 

to ſee it to be inflnitely their Wildgom to ul 
the divine advice and faithful warning implied 
in this compaſſionate expoſtylation « of the text, 
What fhall it prof t man if be gain tbe whole 


world, and. | bis own ; re 2 A. what halt a 


4 


d M$ > EN 2 a * 8 „ vs. + 7 4 "_— D : 9 „ .# $4 * ; Fe 1 ” * . $4. g 
3 414 1 » * * Pe 4 . _ © 1 


III. 


entimes may be. the — 


. 3 7 * f 
5. 


E ien c . 
8 E 3 M 0 N N. 


On dis vine Providence, 


ooo e 
e Marr. x. 29, 39, 3 e 


Are not PR ſparrows fold for a fartbing ? And. 
„„ them ſhall not fall on the ground with 
cu your father. - But the very bairs of your. 

SE - dead are all numbered, Fear ye not therefore, 
| q . = * * oe of t more value than many Rn on 


\U R blefied Saviour well knowing that 
E bis diſciples would meet with nn : 
Y ——_ for profeffing his religion, and preaching 
=" his goſpel i in the world, gives them in the con- 
text, ſuch advicg as was: ſuited to ſupport and 
encourage them under it. This was, not t 
provoke their enemies by any raſh or impru- 
dent behaviour, and yet not to forbear their 
publick preaching thropgh fear of offending 
them, ver. 26, 27. Fear them not — what I tel! 
WE. in darkneſs, that ſpeak ye in the light + a 
| nba ge bear i in the ear, that preach ye os the . 
ug tape," oe is, wats and * 


83 


ff. 0 


2 
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» | feed: or die, without your father. For if Pa 
inferior greation is not forgotten before God,” 


On divine Prod: 


mited, and could reach only the meaner or 
leſs excellent part of the man. The worſt they 
could do, was to #:ll the body. They might 
not be able to do this; but if they did, it was 
the utmoſt extent of their power, they could 
not kill the foul. Hands of violence and in- 
ſtruments of death haye nothing to do with 


thought and perception. The only deſtruQi- 
on of the ſpirit of 'man is its ſeparation from 


God, and therefore the only proper object and 
ground of fear is his difpleaſure ; Fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not able to * 
the foul; but rather fear him which is able * 

Aer both ſoul and body in bell, ver. 8. 
The next encouragement our Lord giyes bo 
x difciples under the proſpect of perſecution is 
founded on the care and inſpection of N 


| dence, This is ſuggeſted in the text, wherg-- 


* 


he argues from the leſs to the greater, an 
putting the argument by way of queſtion, make 
the ation more ſtrong and emphatical,' 
Ave not teuo ſparrows ſold for a farthing ? Yeu, 


they are; and yet one of them, inconſiderable 


creatures, ſball not fall on the groung, either to 


7 mow On his PRO exerciſe ifs about 


And the reaſon he afligns for this advice is, Srawpn 
that the powers which oppoſed then were li- , 
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ſpas men, eſpecially good men, employed in b 


hey 
«ov 
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3 e and actually diſcharging their 1 0 
e gary; Why, it watches oyer all. even the 
+ minuteſt « Concerns c of their | lives, and ee 
life itſelf. The wery hairs of your. bead are all 

_—- numbered, fear, Je not there err, Ye are. of nere : 

= Peja tha an, many Sparrows... 9 55 

2 - From this paſſage. of ſcripture, I think it 
appears an upquefſianable truth in the judg⸗ 
ment of Chriſt, that there i is a geperal provi- 
dence exerciſed oyer all creatures and events, 

= WW a panticular providence: which e > 

nneereſts itſelf in all Weng enim to th 1 

ee Get, 
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Byx d divine providence ] | underſtand | the wile 
dom and power which SY continually. exer- 
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; e l. "'% preſe eſervation anc 12 0 of the 
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* (2:) That the light * ſeems to be 
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ſulficient 7 he to mankind the Tow _ 


provic ence o 
The divine exiſtepce and providence are 


ieee 


commonly reckongd among the prineiples c of 


* 1 


natural religion, The apoſtle when he charges | 


* o 99 5 


the. Pagans w with ignorance : and "ſuperſtition, 
nay v with. idolatr | and atheiſm, does not allow - 

thoſe errors to, be neceſſary and pnayoidable ; 

77 but declares t that they proceeded from floth ind 


w 991 neſs, want of © enquiry, Or : a want of 
| 2K ou to their own convictions. He er 5 


i Nele 
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: ssen gold or filver, or flone, engraven by art or man's 
7 — device : but were theſe vain imaginations of 
= their dark and fooliſh hearts unavoidable ? N o, 
+. Rom, i for that which may be known of God is manifeſt 
in them, far God hath fhewed it unto them. The 5 
| light of nature, and the notions implanted in 
the hearts of men by the God of nature, if 
| they had been rightly attended to and improv- 
ed, would have diſcovered to them much more 
of the divine perfections and providence. 10 
This therefore is juſtly. to be reckoned a 3 
rr of natural religion, although the 
Heathen world in general did not believe it, 
_ becauſe they lived careleſsly, and choſe to reſt 
in the ignorance and ſuperſtition wherein they 
were educated, and would be at no pains. to > 
1 make obſervations on the world, or reflectiong 
F * nom 1 on themſelves. For the inviſible things of God, 
3 . the creation are clearly feen, by every ju- 
dicious and diligent enquirer, being under flood Z 
E the things that are made, even 1 eternal 
and Godbead; 1 that they, the inconſi- 
derate and flothful, are without excuſe, Nor 
can Ii imagine that ſuch unconcernedneſs about 
> rel igion, as prevailed in the heathen world, 
— Will be matter of any great wonder to ſuch who 
of conkider the preſent ſtate of human nature, or 


_ the cominon practice of mankind, under al 


* . adrantages of a divine revelation, | 1 8 pA 95 fy 
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their philoſophers knew more than they choſe 
to own, and believed more than they dared 
to teach. But as to this point, the different 
| ſets were of different ſentiments. The Epi- 
cureans entirely denied it, and taught that all 


3 things were fortuitous and caſual. The Stoicks 
though zealous aſſerters of providence, yet! held | 


that the world was governed by an 
invincible fate, to which God himſelf was ſab- 


ject. And even the Platoniſis (eminent as their 
leader was for the wiſdom and ſublimity of his 


ſentiments) thought that though great affairs 


were regarded by God himſelf, yet leſſer ones 


Tb were left to inferior beings, as delegates or of- 


flcers under him. Some philoſophers were looſe 
and wicked, and fo taught what was moſt 


friendly to a life of ſenſual pleaſure and indul- | 


gence. And though all of them might have 


known 'more of God and his works, and i in- 


ſtructed others better than they did, had their 

integrity and reſolution been greater, yet none of 

them did or could, under the "light they had, at- 
| tain ſuch degrees of knowledge herein, as to make 
; i divine revelation cither needleſs or uſeleſs. © 


© Upon the whole, though T admit the uſe 
| ant bai of the 1 of ninth, yet RO 
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If it be aſked — What did the heathens re- Se 
ally believe and teach concerning providence ? I 

I anſwer, it is highly probable that many of 
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Vidence. | 
2.) od in the colts of His provi ence, 
ofually e effects his own purpoſes without dif 
1 1 the order ol ks e. 
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_— the grand _ of the whole, Thus then ff. 
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a 99a; from day to day, and year to year, 1 bugs 1 3 
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inlighten. the air, cheriſh the earth, and' exhale _ . 4 


its dews, which are returned in ſhowers to re- 
freſh and fructify it. The earth receives the 
4 ſeveral ſeeds committed to it,. and by a large 
_ return'of fruit in the proper ſeaſon; richly re- 
pays the labour of the ſower. Bucer and 
Winter, ſeed⸗ time and harveſt, day and night, 
Keep their ſucceſſion. The wind goeth toward xecdet. 1, 
de THY and "turneth about unto the North: . it 6. 
e 05 cont? ay, and returneth 5 again 
Getori np 7 to its circuits the ſeveral | ſ pecies of 
Anttnats propa gate their kind without mixtur re 
or Confuſion : ſome objects are calculated to b 
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f —— and others to heal u üs; 1 to me & diſcaſe les 
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ral, y and 2 557 the moſt valuable fe, whats 
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5 BP pet l ill 4 have is providence 5 1 
hen And how .does.it.appear;;thero mm 
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1 5 Pop from this very order, and eſtabliſhmeat. 


The objt eion carries its own confutation, andi 
i 18 a ſul cient proof of ths, dodtine, i it oppoſes. -- - 
e ens Man: | 
7 regular courſe and” 


| order 


— R 
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Serre order of nature, than the providence o of Gd 


— As nothing leſs than infinite wiſdom could 1 
haue ſettled it at firſt, and nothing leſs than i in- 
„ Ties power have continued it ſo long. 
1 * true, God in his wiſdom ſometimes 
1 bees fit to go out of the uſual way, and eithet 


retards or quickens the ſptings of nature, 
weakens or controuls their power, in bringing 
about ſome extraordinary events, to ſhew that 
be is not confined to inſtruments and viſible 
auuſes. And this we ourſelves have ſometimes 

|  feen to be ſo obviouſly and remarkably the 
gceeſe, that even thoſe that have been moſt un- 

5 Een to obſervations on providence, have 


rained to ſay, J/ho-knoweth not by all 
% the. band f * Lord hath wrought | 
4 7 2 74 3 „ * 1 
But thei ben he pr 
Þ la Aae. divine government from = 
i 0 "Were a man to lay he would got 
1 tha any {eg ret p ning ge ve — 2 
* | watch unleſs he ſaw it 3 or that che courſe of 


; | 2 1 with n did un- 


9 


— L 


beauty of providence, ſets it in the moſt ad- 
vantageous light, and fixes in every thinking 
mind, the livelieſt impreſſions and higheſt ve- 


ture, by intertupting or alteting its ſettled courſes, 


would be faid to look as if the work of God. B 


and impious exclamation againſt the divine wiſe 
dom and government. — The truth is, our 


| katy — — or what N 
to anſwer that they will not evade, F 
24 em CEE proſperity of the” wicked, 5 


: | province. 


On diothe Prins, 1 t , 
more ought he to be ſo eſteemed, whs di bez $8: OY 
lieves a providence purely becauſe it acts ac- — 2 b 
odrding to an uniform ſyſtem of plain and e-. 
ſtabliſhed laws; for In reality this is the very 


neration of the divine wiſdom and goodriels: 
© I would fain know what unbelievers would 
ay, if God frequently offered violence to na- 


doubtleſs this would be deemed a weakneſs, 


like that of man, ſtood in need of frequent 
mending, and furniſh occaſion of very” bod 


infidels are ſometimes ſo bord and con- 


war, inſt ether the really or equity of: 


The number of the wicked is, ad if to 
dees ever will be, greater than that of thus 
righteous.” The rer wpetite, tha 


enen ef rice; 2 force of eultom, the 
* Sons _  weaknels 
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02 FIR Providence. 
of reaſon, . the ſtrength of paſſion, 


3 : temptations of ſatan, and the vaſt influence 


: enemi 


grief ayd pain to many a good man's heart, 
and fy . 


jection againſt providence. * 


find it has but little in it, and d 


Th of "ſenſible. objects, will determine the genera- 


lity of mankind to purſuits unworthy their rea- 


ſonable natures. Nor can it be denied, that 


theſe often ſhare the richeſt bounties of pro- 
vidence, when worthier perſons are in want; 
and paſs through the world. with fewer cares 
and gayer hearts than thoſe who are more de- 
ſerying. This 2 700 at firſt ſight, appears to 
us a ſtrange paradox, that the infinitely wiſe. 
d blefled G d ſhould. heap_ hig fayours on his, 
nemies, and treat his friends with ſo much 


ſeeming. ſeverity and. neglect ; it hath brought, 


e wicked with a n ahr. 


But let us co 


t us confer hin obje@ion, grip the, 
or wiſdom of —— Ar {| wall 


the ficeſs that _ has. bern laid. Fs 2 
confidence wich which it } 


- Fox chit js, not the.,caſe 


| good men have a great ſhare. — outward 
and — 5 Health and eaſe, een, 


> 4 \ 


0 Alvin Providents. 


adverity of it to the rightcous © Abd if this D, 7 
were more generally the caſe, it happens | only r a 
according to the nataral courſe of things. For a : 
wicked man who breaks through the tles of 
religion and virtue, graſps at this world as his 

all, and reſolves to procure and enjoy as muck 

of i it as he can, has certainly a great advantage . 
in ſome ſituations for getting or incteafing a ; 
eftate above a good man; who hath learned to 
clcb his deſires of earthly things, to live above 
them, , to diſperſe his affluence in liberal cha- 

files, and who dares not be guilty of fraud, 
injuſtice, of covetouſneſs, for abe ſake.of any 
preſent advantage 'whilloeyer, © And nothin ing. 
can countervail this, but A ſecret blaſt of pto= 
vidence on the unjuſt acquiſitions of the 2 9 2 | 
ed, and a remarkable bleſſing on the honeſt 
gains of the | righteous, which js ON 
thoug rh not always conferred. 3 MN Fog 2 
But it deſerves furthet | to be con uf dered; tha 

: though” we ſee many 1 : . 5 
circumſtances, yet theit proſperity 7s abt eh b 


* 


the Hees of their, wie 1 — 
nefs often the conſequence of | theit prolperity,, 


vs 


When g perſon is 


5 gorous conſtitution, to 4 pl fortune. and. 
hereditary hanours, he is expoſed. to many and 
ſirdog tem "tationy, "which, too. often get ts 


N | bitter of 4 (prod diſpoſition of mind, de het 
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8610 py in any caſes, providence, does not confer theſe, 
— ſeeming advantages upon men after they are 
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profligately wicked, but before they become ſo, 
and they become ſo by a licentious abuſe. of, 
| ſuch advantages; which takes off a good deal, 
from the force of the objection. Beſides, . 3 
The foundation of the Hern itſelf is fa lb... "*% 
for it is built upon this principle, that world- 
© ly proſperity is in itſelf a great blefling, and. 
always to be deſired. Which is ſo far from. 
being true, that how many in the abundance . 
of wealth, power and dignity, have by their 
ſinful exceſſes rendered themſelves the moſt 
miſerable of men, inſomuch that the honeſt 
healthy and peaceful peaſant, has been the ob- Eh 
ject of their envy ! I adore, ſays a certain au- 
* thor, the wiſdom of providence i in convincing | 
us of the emptineſs of mere earthly enjoy- 
ments, by conferring them ſo freely on the 
moſt worthleſs of men, ( which we otherwiſe ' 
_ © ſhould not be ſo cafily convinced of, and) 
© which if they were in themſelves real bleſ- 
fings, he would not do. So that the very ob. 
jection, if conſidered in chis view, is an Inſtance 
of the wiſdom of providence. ' Again, | 
If good mem poſſeſs' not ſo, much of this 
World as the wicked, they baue more Satisfac- 
tion in what they poſſeſs ; they have 4 truer en- 
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On 5 vi ne Pilar 


not a ſuperfluity of earthly comforts, he has a 


good conſcience and a contented mind, wiſdom 


and religion for his guide and ſupport, peace 
and ſerenity within, and the moſt glorious proſ- 


pects before him, and to crown all, he hath 
the favour and friendſhip of Almighty God, 

which ſecures to him that recompence of glory Rom. vi 

bat ſhall hereafter be revealed, and with which ©* 
all the ſufferings of this 7 time, are not 
worthy to be compared. 
(Leftly.) The objeftion intirely vaniſhes upon a 


W of futurity, or by conſidering preſent 
things in their reference to future. The proſ- 
perity of the wicked is always uncertain, often 


ſhort: Conſider their end and your heart will 


no longer murmur at the diſpenſations of pro- 


vidence. It was this thought that intirely qui- 


a worldling has of his abundance. The . 877. 
tle which a righteous man bath is better than r 
riches of many wicked. Tf his enjoyments are = 
plain, they are pure; if few, they are ſweet z 16. 
they are not attended with a ſnare, followed 


with a ſting, or loaded with a curſe, If he has 


eted the Pfalmiſt's mind under his perplexity. bam 


Were this the only ſtate off our exiſtence, the | 
be of the wicked, and the adverſity of 
righteous, might be urged ab a real objec- 


1 iͤ tis only « ſtate * e for an eternal 
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or divine nn | 
one, and as the afflictions and ſufferi os of the 
righteous are a neceflary diſcipline to train them 
up to yirtue and happineſs ; that copfideration 


cuts the ſinews of the objection at once. But 


I bare dwelt the longer upon it, becauſe at 
firſt view it appears ſo plauſible, that 1 fear it 
has had a great influence on the minds both f 


; rk and bad men. — 1 nom ee to tbr 


Terve, © 


(4) Though = many things are S caſual or con- 


tingent with reſpe to us, 75. a can be 
| ſo with reſpe& to God. 


2617 
"The Stocks fate to which God and man werg 


7 ſuppoſed to be ſubject, and their notions af 
fortune as the blind diſpoſer of events, beyond 


all human foreſigit or providential determina- . 


| flop, were full of folly and extravagance. That 


there i is fych ; a thing as chance. with reſpect to 


us is certain ; and when no more is meant 5 
by it than that _ occurrences often happen ; 
as are uncommon . and improbable, whoſe 

gauuſes are unknown or unforeſeen, or produce | 

1 ſuch effects as could not be expected. by us; 
ſuch a notion. of chance is both to be under 

ſtood and allowed. But what has this to da 15 
with. the, divine mind, which is full of wiſ z 
; dom and boundleſs penetration, incapable of 7 
feſiſtance or diſappointment, conducting every 

| eren 10 its * a" 15 ns elk wh age 7M 


* 0 
Ws Fa, = 
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| : 
"Or Ave Pane, 1 * 
" pole ſuch a being ſubjea to chance, that 3 js, Ps D 
. Lippoſe any thing to fall out which. he did © 


er and action in the creation ? To fi 


19 * 


foreſee or could not prevent, is infinitely ab- 5 
| ſurd. For muſt not he who made and governs X 

: the world, who fills All ſpace, and co-exiſts 
| with all creatures in all parts of the univerſe, 
be neceſſarily fuppoſed to have a perfect know- 


ledge of the nature, extent, and 1 of e- 


| EG there, but when his father was : 
dead, and à conſciouſneſs, of guilt alarmed the 
4 their minds with a thought equally pious, com- 
1 nate, and Fn _ 288 . thought 
| . 


very cauſe and every agent in it? 


Solomon indeed 5 0 tha at the race is | not zo kecelef i ix, 


2 £4 7% 


Lads, 0 e 8 controverſies, Ke.) | ; 
is cof into the lap, but the whole diſpoſing there- Prov. xvi: 
"of is of the Tord. Plainly intimating ch vaſt 3 Wo. 


difference there is between God's knowledge 


and ours, and that what i 1s chance with «60 | 


to us, is Jeligh and contrivance with, Mans 
to him. 


Nothing one would think, pany] be more | 
Abd, than Yo ſep bs being ſold. into Egypr, 


and all the ſteps of his Humiliation and ad- 


fears and reproaches of his brethren, he quiets 
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| On divine Providence. 
neui Gaia me, but God meant it unto god; to 


het , bring 70 paſs, as it is this day, to fave much 


the preſervation of the Jews, 


a 7 — 
> 
K «© 93 8 
14 # 2 . 


i * people alive. For it was the preſeryation not 
only of Jacob's family, the church of God, t 
of he whole land of Eg. 

The wrath of Abaſuerus againſt queen Vaſh- 
5 the advancement of Eſther to the royal 
crown, Merdecai's diſcovering a treaſon againſt 
the king, that being regiſtered in the book of 

the Chronicles, the king's calling for that book 
on a night when he could not ſleep, his caſting 

f his eyes on that particular record, Ec. were a 


| chain of events, evidently directed by the hand 


"pf providence, to make way for the. preferment 
of Morgecai, the deſtruction of H. man, and 


"E090 
: 4 


And in that greateſt event of all, the death 
of « our Saviour Chriſt, how fortuitous were 


| "Fugas's 8 treachery, he malice of the Jewiſh 


Ptieſts, the clamour of the people, and the 


"cowardice of the roman governor | and yet' the 


apoſtle obſerves, that they delivered. and cruci- 
fied him y the determinate.counſel and fore- 


= Fnowledge of God, Acts ii, 2 3- And more full 


AFFs jv. 2 7. 7, 28. Fer of a truth againſt thy boly 
Child Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both He- 
rod and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles 4 


| &, Urael : were l 3 for to do 
2 4 vie, 
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The liberty of the will is elPtialiy 


ry to conſtitute the morality or immorality — 
actions. If man be not a free agent, he can- 
not be the ſubject of moral government, and 
if he have no freedom of will, he cannot be 
a free agent. If wo ſuppoſe the will to be ne- 
ceſſatily determined without liberty or choice, 
then it will follow, that man is no more inti- 


tled to reward or deſetving of puniſhment for 


' what he does, than brute animals, which are 


moved by inſtinct, or inanimate matter that is 
moved by the laws of mechaniſm. | 


And accordingly atheiſts who deny the s. 


dom of the human will, allow of no moral 


evil, but excuſe and juſtify every kind of con- 
duct on the foot of fatal neceſſity; ſoon appre- 
hending that whatever deſtroys the liberty -of 
| action, — courſe annulls the fitneſs ou Jaffe Is 


of future rewards and puniſhments. 


But as nothing is more certain on Ss 
1 hand, than that man is a reaſonable and ac» 
countable creature, and placed here i in a ſtate 


'of Probation and- diſcipline, in order to be 
e vp for s ſtate of perfection and bappi- 


P ” 
Y 89 


whatſoever thy hand and. #hy: n aue Synzon 
before to be dine. . 
SC.] God ——_ bis. W W 0 
ment in a manner perfectly conſiſtent with the 
liberty of moral agents." 4 nd 0 7 


On — Fredi 


, en de other hand it is equally certain, 
hat there Is a providence, which ſotmie way or 
| "ſaperintends and 'over-rules the conduct 
een of free agents ſo as to ſecure a certainty 
of n. becauſe without this i it t world de ap- 
parently impotent and-uſelteſs. 
; * Pethaps we can no more cſs theſe two 
| tions than we can deny either of them, 
| bit as hey are both undeniable, they muſt 
be both revonciteable, whether we are able to 
reconeſle them or no: And this is only one 
 itiftance among many, that demonſtrates the 
85 imperfe&ion of our powers in conſtraining us 
to acktiowledge that for certain, which We 12 
borced to * we cannot comprehend and 
actonnt for. A bumbling Mn ven e- 
nough to mmcbtiy' the pride of man and check 
- the boaſt and petulance of reaſon; 
| To inſtance in one thing more. W will 
mw tende bit an achciſt, 1 mean; ' thete is 
prayer, or that their is no cotthexion 
Ming and teceiving divine benefits? 
nd ye unit Abc Ehriſtian will undertake to 
E how this effects the allwiſe and immu- 
table God, whe” i of he mind, ind can no 
more be mrmtel by our” obſervations, than 
ie fir U Flut import tunity ? Or in other 95870 


: 4 who cart reconcile the neceflity of p prayer witl 


the — of the — — And . 


3 


yet, the common » hs of all. . conſiderate sas ο,j 


and judicious part of mankind * will not Galley .. 
them to deny either. ay 
And why ſhould pot the aways af God's 
een have their myRerics, as well as te 
works of his hands, and the methods af his 
grace? They certainly have; and after all our 
moſt inquiſitive and painful reſparches we muſt 

be forced to fit down filent and datisfy'd with 

our ignorance, and leave many trutbs we can- 

not now underſtand to the diſcovery of that 
ſtate of light and me erte, 

ke pleaſure to expect. 51 5 
Upon the whole, we aſſet providence mo 1 5 
a fate, not a blind ungovernabis naceſſity, de- 
ſtructive of human liberty and moral goverti- 
ment, but a proyidence which ſeoretly and 
uniformly effects the purpoſes of God, directe 
All created power, is never at an uncertainty 
with reſpect to the final iſſue of things, and 
which frequently over. rules the actions of men; 
A-providence I ſay, which by an infinite pene- 
tration cauſes a vaſt variety of means and inſtru - 
| ts to concyr-in. bringing about the wiſe de- 
fans of God, whilſt every arder of ge 
1 e eee to its reſpective 
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ſuppoſes tho 


On divine Nit. 


(Toby) The providence of. God is always 
to be -underſtood in ſuch a manner, as not to 
ſuperſede the uſe of proper means and endea- 


vours on our part, or to make him the author 


:of fin, or ebe his 9 in the permiſſion 
of evil. n 


1550 — ey ſay, does not Nose thus ex- 


plained as aſcertaining and determining events, 
trender all human means and endeavours unne- 


ceſſary? I anſwer By no means, any more 
than the doctrine of divine preſcience, which 
ſc events determinate. And from 
what haſt juſt been ſaid it appears, that man 
is ſtill a free agent; God leaves him to act ac- 
.cording to the reaſon and underſtanding he 5 


hath given him, and hathi made it his duty 1 


ml ney by vg the means that are put into his 


hands and power according as he judges them 


moſt proper in any particular caſe; and eſpe- 
cially-as he obſerves divine providence moſt ge- 


nerally oo · opetating with thoſe means to bring 
about the deſired effe 


wWhie h it very rarel y 
withe ut them. In ogy word, it is as 
aption to pretend to truſt providence 


ent the Us of means, as it is impisty to 
_ alk means without ae 


115 may be Mid, e not ets make God the 


: author of fin Ne. If man be fill a free | 


agent, = 
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7 On divine. Providence. 8 
agent, his ſin is certainly to be imputed to him- Ssznon, 


0 i 


ſelf, who commits. it freely and. might avoid 
it, and not to God who. providentially permits 
| 1.—If it be farther urged, Could not Gd. 
© if he had pleaſed, have prevented it? And 1 
© mit 3 with his goodneſs not to ule his 1 
power to prevent ſo great an evil?” I anſwer z. 
— doubtleſs he had a power to prevent it, but 
it was not conſiſtent with his wiſdom ſo to do; 
| becauſe then he muſt have put a force on the 
freedom of human agency, and have acted to- 
wards his intelligent creatures in a manner un- 


ſuitable to the nature he gave them. And 
whatever is not juſtified by his wiſdom. is not 


to be expected from his goodneſs ;. which, how- 
ever can find ways of bringing great good out 1 
of much ſeeming evil, as in the end will 1 „ 
doubt not appear to be the caſe here... But: if, „ 
it. be ſaid, : 
How. 2 it conſiſt with the ak of . 

God's providence to permit ſo much natural 
evil in his government, which he could eaſily 

prevent? It muſt be remembred that a great 

deal of this is the conſequence of moral. evil, 
or what naturally ariſes from man g abuſe of. 


his liberty. Apd : therefore the. anſwer, tg; the. 
former ejection may ſerve here —But, if it be 


ſtill aſked, © Why did God make men with 


Th ©ſuch a kecdom of will, capt le of. bringing, 


*% Pw 
Li : u 

1 LY . 3 * 0 
WRT LS 5 
1 i ne 22S a 

#4 J . / 
15 4 / 
5 j 2 
by — 


3 0 HEINE , £2 y 
TOS EE 3 e r= Ak 3 3 y 4 
. ns 4b a EE rn ET Dn ens ane wer v v 
EPEPPPEPPP 9 Wy HC EAR Va IR VA a3 Ras on PIT” 


OT III TY 
OO oP . 
er eee 


and petſtct? Is he'oblig'd to beſtow 'the utmoſt 


innocence, and brought up 


on ee Province" 
„ upott themmſelves ſach a world of evil boch 
moral and natural, when he might have fixed 
them at once in a ſtate of perfection and hap- 
pineſs? It may as well be afl d, Why did God 
male man at all, or afiy world of beings wWbat- 
ever ? Or any beſide ſuch as are moſt excellent 


a 


- his goodneſs on every creature, or impart | 
an equal meaſure to all? As well might an in- 
ſect demand why it was hot a beaſt,” a brute. 
why + it was not a man, and a man why he he was 
ndt an angel. Juſt and ingenuous was the Ich. 
timent of that heathen who ſaid, if their be a 


To whence then proccedetb evil? But u pon 


anfwered himfelf, 7 4 chert be no 


F = Gil whence then proceeds good ap 2 
0 have done with oßfectiens bet . 
of the caſe is thi 3 God e. 
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active powers ; he 


5 +4 


| and endowed. hive with - reaſon, liberty, r 


: Lo 


his liberty, loſt his | 
oh himſelf guilt and” 


wifery, But God fill kes in his own world, | 
and retains his dominion and authority over it; 
be governs all his creatures in a way ſuitable 
to their reſpective natures, has a ftriR eye u 
on the purpoſes and actions of men, and has 
doe, and ſtill continues to do, every = 
| biting Hin perfections to preſerye rye them, 
— from fin and — „ 
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enjoy him, devils believe and tremble. at his 
ere men bonfeſs and adore him. 

Indeed it is quite inconceivable to me boy 
men catne by the idea of a God, or why they 
don't quickly and totally loſe it, if ſuch a. 
being does not exiſt. If it be ſaid, chis is the 


eaſe: with ſome; I very much queſtion itz and 


_ there are, whoſe hearts I doubt not 
h them for their profeſs d atheiſm . 


Rr or later, will be forced to 


make a like confeſſion to that of a noble peni- 


tent, vyhen he declared, that he both nen 
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and ſear'd the glory N power of that 
againſt whoſe exiſtence he had diſputed with 
al the wit and eloquence he was maſter of (a). 
A man may be as ſure of the being of God 
a he of bi own. Fot how | came any thing . 
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exiſtens beg, from hom Caf others are defi- 
ved? That any Gig” ro dog Itſelf is a 
_ contradiQtion. There mult therefore be ſore 
unmade being who exiſted neoeſſarily 5 from lt 
eternity, and by whom all Sher bein ings » wer 
| mide, and that being is God.” 1 
It really hurts the hema underflandid | 
ppoſe there i no God. "The ver 
_ tion is pamful- There is eur een 0 f. 
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Sznmon. [like lifting up one's hand to murder a parent; 

OP hab or driving a benefactor out of a place fill'd: with 
his own bounty. What! baniſh: the Creator 
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from his own world turn his being into a jeſt! 


| and ridicule him, Who demands eternal reve- 


rence l what! behold the beauty and order of 


the univerſe, the glory of the heavens, and all 
the wonders of the earth, and yet ſay there is 
u God this is a ſtupidity more than brutiſh, 
and an impiety worſe than deviliſh; for there 

is not a fallen angel in all the infernal regions 
that think at this rate; and it is not a little a- 
ſtoniſhing that the human | underſtanding is 


0 apable of ſo great an abuſe. FP > | 
Well then, eee n be a 


bd” N of infinite, (hat is, of all poſſible) per. 
e fections, becauſe all other perfections flow from 
bim as their origin and fountain, and therefore : 
he is able to preſerve and provide. for the world 

he hath created, and to govern by infinite wil | 

dom what he bath form'd- by almighty power. 
And if he is able, there is all imaginable re: ſon 

to believe he does do it. Io ſay this is aboye 

him, reflects diſhonour on his power; to ſup- 


poſe it: below- him, caſts the like en = 


© his wiſdom... To ſuggeſt that the conſtant. at- 
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To ſuppoſe. that: God. extends his ee e By 

care only to affairs of importance and not. to © 

leſſer things, is not merely. to deny the afſertis 

on in the text, but is a ſuppoſition very un⸗ 

dane his omniſcience and ipreſence, 34 
two of his eſſential perfections. Hom Jon © 

an infinitely. perfect being act agrecably to, that — 


Per! 


character, if he did not know or care what be-  Þ 
cane of the millions of creatures he hath made, "i 
or the numberleſs events e befall them? 
One would think, he that could indulge ſo 
weak a concgit had a head eee e 
ungovern'd wolli, and an ungern d world, 1 
implies an abſurdity. little leſe than that of = 
uncreated one. £455 27 9 e (os! 
When we ſee ſo many inſtances. of | 
and harmony in all the works of nature, and 5 
ſuch conſtant marks of care and tenderneſgeven. 
among the loweſt . ranks, of creatures, which - 

__ ſo e and geg l 


. 20 the. ſun-gild and rag the ding 
| plc abe earth v with beauty and joy? Does 
- nouriſh. the ſeeds: eaſt into ber 4 
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On FREY Providente. 8 
5 flock to ander and fall into de FL 


* g 


7 "i 5 
stig ; leads: 3 
n e ? Does the mother forget the help 
3 les itlfant, or the ther neglect his tiper years? 
_ And is chere economy, order, and propriety 
1 of rogdet cblerved chfough ihe whole ſeale ef 
= erelteg eee 
6608, dhe Waker ant 
= of b Etcatutes in fly: eg e : 
| 3 1 bet: ie , IG out 
# In fine; is God" Hinkippteiit; 3 yet the 
1 Send he Wade Anek en his power? 
=: - Al wiſe,” aud yet the whole cteution in danger 
g ff Heenſaſiem ? Mott! jaſt and righte- | 
ous: Und yet unαο,in d ſor the welfare of his 
2 creattires ? The Ed Uf the wniverle; and ex- 
| . e erciſe no dominion over it? Omeipreſent, and 
Fe . indifferent'as f. to ktöbfgctions and events un- 
diate | inſpection? Tbe fountain 
F love and were, and et without concen 
= aber for ther ther maſtitain the moſt i 
| theved regads to his authority and honour? 
1 Alb this" enn never 'Boirmputed te a being of 
EK 2 Nay the rh err 
1  Inpliesa cobttadictien, for how can he be the 
Wel and beſt of belrgs, who acts a more un- 
Thus vo ſee bow the do8tine of Gvina pros 
+ videnee necefarily reſults from the being and = 
| | perfetivns of God, 15 eee 1 
ei 612 fundamental 1 
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; fundamental proof which is the reaſon 1 
dwelt upon it fo long, tho it may. not he —— 
amis briefly to ſubjoin two or three conſider ra- 
tions ſubſeryient to the fame del. Dy. 1 there- | | 
fore add, has „ 
(2) The beauty, order and harmony of the | 
world, is a ſtropg proof of à providence. 
Epicurus indeed and his followers find a gra 
many faults, with the world ; which as hey 
imagine, ſhew the ſuppoſed e and ruler 
bod it to be neither ſkilful nor "benevolent, Such 
28 the diſproportionate, extent of the ſea, bar- 
ten mountains, wild deſarts, poiſonous plants 
and ſavage beaſts, and to 1 are added the 
tears of infants, the diſcaſes of men, and the 
certainty of death. But ſuch objections plainly 
proceed from ignorance as well as im piety; - 
for had they better underſtood the ſubject they 
ſo peremptorily treat of, they would have _ 
| known that ſome of theſe faylts they find in. 
the works of God, are ©; far- from. arguing 
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| Their ſhallow obj ections againſt 
as of Od 4 0 from ſome Senne ine- 


difcerning eye, and impreſs every 


or teful and getierqus heart, © At the very firſt 
view of the works of God, theit invite vari- 
. [7 and awful grandeur proclaim * the power of 
[ wag Maker; and upon à mote attentive ſur- 
we diſcover them to be as curious and 
n as they. are ſtately and magnificent. 4 
| that one may point to them and demand, 
hou the fknce and confuſion of all the atheiſts in 
the; 1 Who made the wee e 
placd the Tow” in it, and appointed it's motion r 
"and gages! ? Who marked ore the” path 
bien I" 
ho Ramd this dete of earth Ye! ſupport 
ö Pillars ? Who! gave the ſea its bounds ? Who 
? ids the | ormy' wands lift up 1 11 8 1 mighty waves? 
es "that" form a calm 2 Who! ebbs 
the ſea without reſt,” l and FN 
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and every ſpecies remain intire, when FF 


a 


qualities in bis works and ways, break like 
:" ſpider's web, or flee like chaff before the 


| Iwind, upon taking a ſhort and impartial 
* of them. For the majeſty and kindneſs 
of God appear 'f Moftrious. herein, as to at- 
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ing providence? e 


what happy concoutſe of jumbled atoms this * 
vaſt and wondrous plan was brought to perfec- 
tion, or by what ſecret energy it's eſtabliſhed 
order and harmony has been maintained for ſo 
many thouſand years? Why is not the ſun hid 
from the earth? Or why ſtarts it not from it's 
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centre to overwhelm and burn it? Why does 


not the air putrify, or the ſea deluge the land? 

Why does the rain ever fall or ever ceaſe? 
Why does not the brute creation riſe up in re- 
bellion agsinſt its we! 

How do nations ſubſiſt, and governments pre- {i 

ſerve their reſpective forms for ſo many age: 
Who limits and controuls the contending pow-' 
ers of the earth, that one does not A ea to 


„ tho rightful lord? 


the utter deſtruction of the reft > © gy 2 
By theſe and ſuch like webs, (unbien 4 


5 theiſts can never anſwer, it abundantly: appears 
that their objſections againſt the divine govern- 

ment are weak and inſole . 

' preſume to cenſure what deſerves theprofounds . * 1 

| | eſt admiration and reverence, they ought. to fir „ 

5 wen eyes with greater attention on the works 
ol God, and their own 8 to rai. 


lent; and before they 
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een hend them. Were they to do this, they would 
i fee. the flaws they find in the works of God 
Veꝛre really in their own underſtandings; and 
Inſtead of cavilling at this conſtitution of things, 
would be more ready to join in the P/almiſ?'s 
. civ,. | O Lord, bow manifold are 
ws ty warks in « wiſdom bal thou made them all. 
3.) Thoſe extraordinary events and occur- 
Fences which play, appear to. be above. the 
laws of nature or contrary to their uſual courſe, 
demonſtrate the cenainty 0 _ a | providential bo. ; 
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10 > account. far. al the 
ral world, > Ka the: weer of bias 7 
philoſophy, wilt ſoon find he hath. undertaken 
a talk to which he is very, unequal, and yet 
before we exclude the agency of providence we 
aught to give a fair an SME account of theſe 
without i „ 11. UTTER» bY 
1 well know there is is a a good Jn of loper-- 
ors and weakneſs amongſt mankind, that 
yarm..imaginations, are eaſily impoſed on, and 
that every thing i is not preternatural, which de- 

| figning: men may pretend, or weak and well 

a ee people belieye to be ſo; but to admit 
no ſ web: interpoſitions, of the divine power is 

moſt unte e g en and contradicts 
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part of mankind. 2 

Jo ſay nothing of 3 which er were 
as certainly wrought by Moſes and Chr 
thoſe two perſons ever lived, and which foo 


their nature, variety and deſign; could never 


be equalled by thoſe which the heathen wris 
ters, in oppoſition to them, pretend were per- 
formed by Apollonius, Veſpafian; ''Pythagoras, 


Aſculapius, and the indian Brachmans,; not to 1a 


mention © theſe, 1 ſay, I would here :obferve, 
that ſome events happen in the courſe of al- 
moſt every man's obſervation that are not to be 
accounted for without ſuppoſing an immediato 
ber, d 0 In this manner have Wwe 
5 | particu Kate PW Fu 
. wind families and nations raiſed up 
or brought low to the 1 
heaven. beſtowed fo ſcaſhnably,. andito.oll has 
man apprehenſion ſo unexpeRedly,, that the 
moſt careleſs and inattentive of the Aas 
men, have been forced to acknowliedg [ck 
vine. hand from whence they came. And ab . 
peared ta a inful-world: in ſuch tetrors of ven- 
| geanee, as to eauſe the ſtouteſt and moſt te- 
bellious hearts to tremble and confeſs+þis pre 
ſence." * is the. a ge © or e whoſe 
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bey were deſigned to produce, how on a 


den has ſome: link of the well connected chain 
failed us; or the expected bleſſing vaniſhed ſrom 
dur fight k and on the other hand, in ſeaſons 
5 d diſtteſs, when the whole 
N 0 ed; and all hope 
of deliverance for our county, our friends, or 
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See mer we are eee N enough to ac- 


* 25 Maas *. 8 knowledge, the latter which we are more prone 


to overlook, our text expreſsly aſſerts, nor is it 


1 beneath the wiſdom of God to regard, what 
it was not unworthy his power to create, 


8 5 5 and they who believe the doctrine of provi- 
1 dence on the principles that have been now ad- 


in hand im thoſe common and inconſiderable 
dooecurrences, which the 2 of mn 0 


; take little notice. of. 
And how neceſſarily « 


. & ſeriptures abundantly teſtify. The r is ful 
/ "Bis riches. He ſendeth. the ſprings into the 
10, valleys ; be watereth the bills from his chambers; 


vice of man: that. be may bring 
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This ſome call the order and beau 
ture. By which n ing can be *anderitood, 
but the wiſdom and power of providence, nz 
either pte 


ture here muſt mean 
thing, 1 e. have no meaning at all, 

|. providence and chance there is nb" medidch, 
and mere chance or accident can no more pre- 
ſerve à world than make one. Without the 

ant attention of a deſig "cauſe, this 
earth b could no more accompliſh its revolitions 


and it would be juſt as wiſe and 
"hed latter as RE by ome to 
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villen the apoſtate emperar: thought: it 4 8 
| mighty recommendation of the Pagan religion, 
and a point wherein it far excelled the chriſti- 
an, that though it acknowledged , a, ſupreme 
God, yet it diſtributed the government of the 
world among. inferior ones. (5) © Our. theolo- 
gers, ſays he, affirm the maker of all to be a 
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common father and king, but that the nati 
22 ons as to particular things are diſtributed by 
© him to other inferior gods, which are ap- 

© pointed by him to be governors over countries 

and cities; every one of which adminiſters 
« in his own province agreeably to (himſelf. 
. For whereas i in the common father, all things 


late perfect and one is all, in the ae: 
ö partial deities, one excels in one power, 
and another, in another. But if there i is you 
limit or defect of power wer or wiſdom in the ſu- 
preme ruler, what. need of aſſiſtant or vicege- 
rent deities? This is to meaſure the Almighty 
all-comprehending mind by ourſelves, and to 
tepreſent him in a light ane. infinite 
and eſſential perfections. 3 al 
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lle providence of God ſometimes effects 
& 55 - the purpoſes of his wiſdom by. the means of 
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\ſtruments. or agents which he provides and 

5 qualifies for that end. And this indeed i is his 

= Ft method of conduct: becauſe i it as effec- | 

ttually anſwers his wiſe deſigns as the more im- 

meldiate exertion of his power, and gives leſs 
immetrof ption to the ſtated courſe and order & - 
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5 Hank which God is pleaſed to make uſe of in 

. — accompliſhing the ends of his providential 29- 
vernment are either viſible and common, or in- 
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The ine ante and ext cordinary Inſtruments. Sinn” 
of God's Providence care good and evil Sieits, _ 
which are oftentimes (and perhaps much of- 
tener than we think) the meſſengers of his 
mercy, or the executioners of his wrath. In-. 
ſtances of both we frequentiy meet with in 70 
1 ſacred and profane. „ > 68 
But God ſometimes "exerts more direly his 
own immediate power to fulfil his will. And 
this he can at ell times do, with" the fame cafe + 'F 

as make uſe: of inftruraerts for it is no'more. : 
labour to him to exert his immediate power - 
(3. e. an act of his will) than it is to the fun td 155. ar 
= and things brought about in this mann t 
ner (eas miraculous events for inſtance) we. "WM oY 
ate wrought by the immediate hand of God 
and ſo indeed they appear 'to'its7 but whether 
they ate not effected by the inſtt 3 
1 We Abbt det rinmn 
However this parent di difference in tlie wa ways x". 
of God is à füffieient foundation for che dn |} 
ſtinction of them into 'med/ate and ns. 
I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with briefly"tmiett« | 
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. Deeters wheels full of eyes are an anbkech 
. _ provideiice,” which looks every way, and is 
— — or ſurprize. Fot the 
ſobemes of providenes are as reg e 
ted as they are wiſely contrived. To us in: 
d deed they may not at preſent a e Bar 
che realors is, we Ino but in part, and judge 
only by patticular events, without diſcerning 
their oonnection with or ſubſervieney to others, 
concurrence and tendeney of the 8 ale, 
as anofarit" that beholds Jt orga piece of 
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| wpbeels, all line: togethe? wi without any appar rent 7 
regulatity and order, bèing i ignorant 
both of the contrivance apd. Jefigh; takes tall 
to be'a heap of confuſion ; juſt ſo in the grand 
machine of the world, we fix our eyes upon 
the motions of one wheel o or two, and whilſt” 
we are ignorant of the ſpring; contrivance and 
plan of the whole, 3 . prondunce it 
-  canknlipncapd diſorder MIUGOGIHOIUD * ot Ky TEL... 
43.) At is moſt juſtz und 1 The judg 
ments of God ate indeed inſcrutable, bis way - 
is often in ile fea,” ſo that his footſteps are not 
ta be traced by the moſt piereing e, or 
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| times clothed in purple and the righteous 
1 mourn, though ambition tread dow 1 hun | 
ble, and avariee grind - this! por tit 
_eley oppreſs the innocent, and revenge riot i in 
blood, yet in the day of final and everlaſting 
retribution it will appear, that he ways of God 


were equal, and that the Judge and gorge * = 
9 rhe earth ee _ wi. + 9 5 25 1 4 „ : 1 1 


ii good to Iſrael even Yo them who are e the 2 
beart. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righ- 2 Chron, 
 feous, and run to and fro throughout the whole 'Þ | 

_ earth, to freed. himpelf. 
whoſe beart is perfecs towards him. Whatever 
befalls them will ſooner or later turn to Derr ey 

advantage, and they will find the v of duty 
> 6h 2 Bard den . 77 of hon nor 1 85 ty. I 
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certain it is, that God 7s righteous in "all Bis Deut. 
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There is no faldhood” in His n 2 F 


4d; EO Wo iked are Wine! 


E rovidencs is al- 


frien = "= 


1 j 


trong in bebalf of — 


| But theſe two laſt properties having been 


x 4, * * 4 25 — — ok 4 I 2 

— Ba £2 Tr ee JE RE. | 

* "IF 4 — * 2 „ 860 ©; 4 7 2 * " 1 * 3 , ** SY, 1 
} 


* 


© 44 ; 5 „ 2 2 p +. þ A + Ws WT 4 5 8 < 
Thy J . EY © 4% 885 £ : 3 2 ; * 
2 * $1 { . * —_— We PETS . on * g q 3 $ 5 b W 1 * git? 8 4 
ES 1 T +. v4 * enn KEYS 8 o PR - 
4 „%% VJ 
#7 x "4 L 


- * F . t - ? , F- #*,'& 


* 
» 
* 
* 
g 
« 


122 Az C384 

FT PEE as ht DA oat . 
1er J2JͤÄ7ð— LO TS 
* >. * by * — 6 _ * o < a , 24 1 * - * a 


AY q 1 , 
EE 4-3. s 5 
W 
5 * ; * 
3 5 4 1 5 
. P * » , ES 4 + 8 1 * 125 ” 4 
* 


Ares . nd Ed 
MUIR Is MOST SRI TEE EN, 
by 2 oft : "= * 5 o * . * Li j 


SY 


Cl Aris a. - 


. 5 l F 3 F N 
iir 0 elsCern LY 


4 3 0 „ 


49 ſ 4 , as _ 46> . '"y „ 
5 x k 


17 2 
8 CO End ole en a 
* . Fr, Fd 8 32M 13 N 0 $. . 5 5 ; 4 & b 


5 


\ 
! 
; 
1 
4 


_— 


by 


bſerved 


4 


Ms Ws +6 wg 46 be be 
Cords, * * 3 2 at 
- _ 4 * 


1 


0 dune Providence: 


© 
. 
te 


, 
we 


e . The pet proſperity. of the oh, 


We, id ar of. e righteous, is = 
objection againſt either the realy or or 
Providence. 5 


FX t Lothing, can be fo 
5 God —_ his N govern- „ 
in à manner very conf ſtent with the liber- 


1 of, moral agents. ee LE ene 


(6. 1 The ec of Go I's lanes to be 


— 


. miſſion of. eil d RIS SIGN U 12 by . 
1 proceeded then, e n e al Yr en 
* g . : % 


1 1- a . . 0e TH ary 8220 Ort ay N. 
#* + 


e bd 8 * 8 1 3 * 175 . * 


85 "i To. prove, ther ele 
ach | IE & | 


P 


9 of 


8 wy * {fs F RE * 7 
* #3 1% Ons a ** 
* * ; 


order and 25 of 


— hr rw {AA — — — b. > —— — — nn nhenmmn 


* ” CT nean, . "4" * OS +, Get ade ET hb: 8 A p v . * - 

8 : N „ n tn 9 R wry , A * N hs 1 ö 0 Nn 2 > EE? wat AV: RN * 2 & Fl 9 

* 27% Id. . I WR . Fa PS WL * Jo wy 3 "Gd 9 ET TG Ye DS * Pe Oy * * R CHOY, *. * * 9 N 
575 7 1 77 . e » L SD WW 7 9 ? l L N . 2 n 

r 2 12 N £2 N e N * * 13 7 75 EAST 2 ; 

» — , 84 5 22 TOWLE 32 4 z 2 eo 1 

y L 2 9 Ky as N Ne. ” : ru 1 1 + 2 P ; 4 £ F \ s 

: ; N N Fr * þ BY, 3B | e 8 

1 : : > Ws; Y * Mes 6 

” "i * Fl . by 

x « 


' On * Providence. Bo => 

III. Conſidered the nature and properties of sranõen 
providence with regard to it's. objects, it's acts 3 ; 
and the method of it s adminiſtrations, and — 
| obſerved, that 1 it was 6 
Sovereign and uncontroulable, , * 1 
- Wiſe and regular. 

. Juſt and righteous. „ 
To good men compaſſionate 5 N 
Steady , conſtant and univerſal. gle 
"Theſe things baving been particularly po 
| Geered, # remains is the general improve. 
ment of the ſubject, which may be compriſed 

= 7 under the following inferences and refletions. . 

1 1.) From what hath been faid we learn, 
Boo fatal and dangerous the: diſbelief of a pro- 
vidence i is, in as much as it ſaps the Ma ' 
of all religion. both natural and revealed. 
þ he Epicurean, philoſophy, tho. it was 14 TY 
| moſt woeful ſyſtem - of principles, that were ever — 
put together und; r. that notion, yet ſuch as. = 
is, muſt be own d to be conſiſtent enough with 
ſelf, Fe or if God did not make the world, it 
would not be fit to aſſign him any cancern. in 
the : government. of it, and if he did not make 
and does not govern mankind, they are wade 3 
no obligations to fear 0 ey himi— Af the 
formation of the world Was s owing, to a fartuls is l 
tous concourſe: of indiviſible bene 7 it Was Day 
dae 60 Attribute, 9:0 the ods: | 5 
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— random, is much more probable () )))) . 


Mlaoſt certain then it is, take away 7 


dence. and you take away all re 
cluſion which they who are diſ 
lightly of providence would do "well. to. con- 
ſider. For what conſeq ca 
If. there be no God that preſerves and 
the world, there is no God that IT it; «YN 
if there be no God, what or whos is re- 
dion? I 


25 
OY 


= wade. fn ae 3 9g — concern 
With it, how gloomy and diſtreſſing a thought 
Is is L. it ſaps the foundation of every 
man's peace and hope, and at once cuts off all 
4 - [Intercourſe with God; all communication with 
our Maker by prayer and Ahank/giving, by 
ove. and dependance for ever. ect gow.) 


1 5 „And however t this may ſuit the taſte of ade. 
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generate world, it fills every ſerious. mind 
pain and anguiſh. .- Hoy ſay you, all ye that 
- fear, God,. . Cal you liv ve without him in the 
World? Can an you renounce his word and wor- 
clip, quit your temples and ſolemn aſſemblies, 

1 or ſcoffed out of the religion 

ef yd die and "cloſets? Can you forlake. 
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in Em e and if as the ſupreme. 1 
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your daily” devotions, your weekly {abbaths, Szanor 
the word, ſacrament and prayer? and baniſh 179 
the remembrance of them from your | arts ? 
You cannot. No. you know their worth too 
well, and have derived too much ſatisfaction 

and advantage thence, to be willing to part with - 


them thus; and yet part with them you muſt, 


if there; be no providence, or at leaſt with ll 


the comfort and delight of. them; for they 


= will be all Jl: and. fruitleſs. 1 There will be 


no God that hears. or regards you, and if God 


has no | regard ſor us, it is to no purpoſe that 


ks Lk fs , 


we ſhow: any regard to him, if he hears. not 


« % 4 EY 


or minds hot what we ſay or do, 'what t bgni= 
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hes the moſt unaffected and fervent devotion, | 
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or the moſt dilintereſted' and | exemplary vir 
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4 tue * If he. have no eye upon our world, w We 
| lift up our eyes and ſpread forth our imploring : 
hands in vain! in ſhort, if God does not g0= 15 


18A 


vern the. world, and ſearch the hearts, apd:in= 
ſpect the behaviour of! it's inhabitants, he wil 


groundleſs bope, the ſervice and oblig ation 94 
ginary and delufive, and Th love 
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ness and will be the final judge of their actions, 
never be ſhaken, and the day is haſtening when 
unbelieving world, that the fear of the Lord, 
that was underſtanding. 
indebted to a devine revelation wherein we arc 
with a ſolution of all the principa al difficulties 
relating either to the fi, or equity of 


1 e 8 
| The ſcriptures, KL contain this ER re- 


made for their peace and happineſs. Here we 


the Uiſpenſations of providence in paſt gene- 


| of men, and parti icularly towards. his own 


| and involotions of proyidence, that haye for 4 


.- and governor of men, he i is the conſtant wit- 
then i is religion built on a foundation which can 
it will appear to the confuſion of a wicked and 

2 that only was wiſdom, and to HOPE, From. evil, 
(2.) We may hence ſee how much we are 5 


| 1 | | Furhiſhed not only with the juſtelt 1 notions, but 
| 


velation, abound. with the cleareſt. diſcoveries 5 
and juſteſt ſentiments of God, his laws and 
will, the ſeveral diſpenſations of, his mercy and 
grace towards men, and the ptoviſion he hath 


bade a general plan exhibiting to, our view all 
_ rations, and giving KY as it were) a diſtant 
ptoſpect into generations yet to come. Here 
we behold the wiſe and Uniform deſign of 
God in all his conduct toward the children 
: 3 ; church and people; and many of thoſe mazes 
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time ſtaggered the faith of the, moſt eminent Sion 
ſervants of God, are here placed in a light ho- wa FI. 
noutable to the divine perfections and govern- 
ment, and that clearly damonntades dir u 4 

and wiſdom. . 1 
A neglect of thele ſacred oracles lies at the = 
£o6t of all the ſcepticiſm and infidelity of the 1 
preſent age; for were they read and received |} 
with the care and reverence they deſerve, the 
exiſtence of God would be believed, his pet- 
fections adored, his providence. acknowledged. 
and his unity purity eternity and 2 e 
-eligioully maintained and vindicated 5 vM 
would not in their bearts ſay thete is 10 Go. | 
or deny him that homage he deſerves and des 
5 mands; they would no longer, through the 
pride and petulance of a vain ſelf-ſufficient mind, 
affect to put captious queſtions in derifien'of 
the divine works and dominion; or if they 
| did, would be quickly filenced and ovetawed, | 
F and have their infolence ſuppreſſed by the ſo- 
' WW emnityandgrandeur of thoſe deſcriptions which : 
ſe great Jehovah himſelf gives of his own 
= works and ways, with a majeſty . of ſtile, and 
-fublimity of ſentiment never to he ſorpaſſed or 
-equal'd. With what face cal che infidel lift 
up his vain head, when be heart the Almighty 
 addrefling him in the following longuage — 
ent is this that darkeneth N ich. wordt 
„  avitbout 
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ee. vit bout knowledge 2? where waſt thou * vg laid 
HE the foundations of the earth ? declare if thou 
' badft- underſtanding. I. hereupon are the foun- 
 dations thereof faſtened,” or who laid the corner- 
5 flone thereof * ? Who ſhut. up the fea with doors, 
AT 0qben it brake forth as if it iſſued out of the . 
vbmb ? When I made the cloud the garment 
f thereof, and thick darkneſs. a:  ſwaddling band 
er it (d) and brake up for it my decreed pla- 
"ces, and ſet bars and doors, and ſaid, hitherto 
- +ſhall ye go and no further; here ſhall your 
proud waves be ſtay d. Haſſ thou commanded 
"the morning, and cauſed the. day: -ſpring_to know 
his place? "haſt. thou entered into .the ſprings of 
-theiſea? or baſt: thou walked..in the ſearch. of 
"the depth? Mbere is the way; where. Harb  davel- 
eth? and as-for darkneſs, . where, 4s, the. place 
thereof ? Hoſt tbou entered into the. treaſures | 
e the ſnow? Or. haft. thou een «the. treaſures of 
the bail? Hab the rain a, fatber? Or ul, 
| bath* begotten the drops of. the dew 245 Out of 
vboſe womb came elis ice, and abe boary. froſt.of 
| heaven? Knoweſh tbouthe iſ aneh, of. a en, 
cant thou ſet. the, omman, iberec,, in the en 
|  Canſs thou lift up thy, woice ta, the clouds, that 
- abundance of waters may.caver, thee ? Canft thau 
2 e e Ok 2 ga, . nA : 
4 { T3 Er 8 4 | 


00 baue to the orig Gn deſcribed Gen. i. 5 
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to thee, here "we are? Who: can number the. Seren 
clouds in "wiſdom ? Or ubo can flay the: bottles 
of beaven. when the duſt groweth into hardneſs, 1® "2M 
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and tbe Clouds cleave faſt togetber ? 


Where is the vain and haughty. mortal that 


does hot ſee the majeſty and feel the weight | 


of theſe juſt and aweful rebukes? Or who a- 
mong the ſons of infidelity would not bluſh at 
the preſumption of putting in an anſwer to 
theſe interrogatories of his Maker 

In ſhort, infidelity is founded in ignorance 5 


and pride. A juſt acquaintance with God and 
_ ourſelves would cure both. But whilſt men 
are content and ſatisfied to live ignorant of 
God and their own hearts, their arrogance and 


preſumption, tho ever ſo extravagant, are ca- 
ſily accounted for, and ſo is theit infidelity too, 


which naturally ſprings from thence. What 
abundant reaſon then have we to be thankful. 

for a divine revelation, deſigned to correct and 

humble the human heart by filling it with true 


and uſeful knowledge? which will ſoon bring 

us to think more juſtly of the) works of. Gad, 

and the ways of his-providence !-. 
(3:) This ſubject cheus the \great benen 


and uſefulneſs of prayer. 


Whatever conviction ee hay, of the, 


glory and perfections of - . Wet we. could 
haye/no' ſaffcient motive. ot r egcot 


ns 
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prayer without a belief of his providence, For 
to What end ſhould: we aſk the aſſiſtance or 
bleſlſing of a being however great and pow- 
erful, and in other reſpects good and gracious, 


ne never did or will concern himſelf with the 


affairs and events of our world? But on the 


other hand, if a being of all- perfect wiſdom 


power and goodneſs, the maker and Lord of 
heaven and earth, be alſo the conſtant direc- 
tor and the never-failing protector and guar- 


Han of his creatures, to whom ſhould they fly 


for relief in ſeaſons of difficul ty. and diſtreſs, 


but fo this almighty friend? 


Jam well aware of the exception * may 


94 make againſt the juſtneſs of this 
inference, who perhaps imagine that the doc- 


weine of providence, as it hath been now ſtated 


is fo far from inferring the neceſfity of prayer, 
at it may faifly be urged as an argument a- 


gainſt it, For if providence be only the exe- 


cution of the immutable purpoſes of the divine 
mind, to what end are our prayers ? fince they 


can neither inform him of what be did not 
know, nor prevail with him to alter what he 


| hath already determined. 


Now for a fit anſwer to this obj ect! i þ it will 


be proper to enquire from what quarter it comes 
Alf from the atheiſts ; it is enough to mY 


abfurdities in their 


n 


afemical | 


$ 
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atemical ſcheme are infinitely. greater than any Sunn 
they can ſuppoſe in this inference, and theres ., 
fore the objection can with no face be urged 
by them to procure. proſelytes to their party; 
for it is much eaſier to reconcile the propriety 
of prayer with the doctrine of providence, than 
to reconcile their notions with oy principles 
of common ſenſe, _ 
If it come from the deiſts, who believe a 
God and a providence, they raiſe an objection 
_ againſt themſelves, for prayer was ever eſteemed 
a part of natural religion, and the propriety of 
it concerns a conſiſtent deiſt as much as a con- 
ſcientious chriſtian. "M 
But if it be only a ſcruple arifing in the mind 
of a real chriſtian, it may be ſufficient to reply, 
that prayer is an undoubted and indiſpenſable 
duty both of natural and revealed religion; and 
5 5 though he ſhould never be able fully 
to reconeile the neceſſity of it with the i immu= 
 tability of the divine counſels, yet he ought 
not and cannot coofiftently: -with his principles 
live il in the 1 0 of it with the ſame reaſon 
wen he ne "the uſe of common means and 
3 e to promote his ſecular intereſt, (be- 

5 2 if God is not pleaſed to bleſs and proſper 
He them they are all in vain z) or refuſe to uſe his 

underſtapding and exerciſe bis judgment as a 

fre Hs becauſe he cannot reconcile the 1 

: OY Re 90 
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Bzzupx berty of action with the doctrine of divine pre- 
2 * Hege. Bot for bis further fatisfaQtion I would 

5 obſerve, 2001.2 

That this objection, PO UE Gere be in it, 

lies only againſt one part of prayer, and that 

not anſeſſential part neither, iz. ſupplication 
or petition. For adoration of God, a devout 1 
recognition of our dependance upon him, a oy 
penitent confeſſion of our offences agrainſt him, | 

and thankful acknowledgme of his favours | 

are as important: branches of prayer as ſuppli- 
cation; and againſt theſe the objection hath 


n 
VERY s. 


no forte at all; and when it is urged againſt that g 
other pe. of prayer, called ſupplication or de- ; 
Preeation, it js worth obſerving, = | 


BW That however plauſible it may appear at b firſt 
_  - * yet it plainly carries in it ſomething that 
E: * is unnatural and "ſhocking. For it ſuppoſes we 

axe ſenſible of our wants, and pęrſuaded that 
God can fupply them, and yet apprehend we 
need not expreſs thoſe wants to him or ſeek 
thoſ ſupplies ſtom him. Would a child act 
thus} even though it knew its father was ac- 
painted with its wants and deſfres? or would | 
the father approye its temper and hehpriour 1 : 
i an;? f ode. I&L 7 001 nds | ; 

| We a. are now come to the eh of the RY 
Jet don; it is not fo much as intended to be an 
gement againſt prayer. in general, but only 
i 


On divine Providence. =: 137 ny 
| agaibſt the neceſſity of fupplication, and even 55er 
as to this (which God particularly requires and ., 
encourages in his word) it is ſo far from being | 
an argument againſt the neceſſity of it, that it 
is only an argument for reverence, humility, 
and ſubmiſſion in the uſe of it, which 1 think, 1 
is a ſufficient ſolution of the difficulty, © 4 
The doctrine of divine providence then far  _ 
from diſannulling our obligations to prayer, 
nds and enforces them, ſetting the uſe 
and propriety of it in the moſt ſtriking and 
beautiful light. It is a proper expreſſion of our 
dependance and gratitude, promotes the beſt 
ſentiments and diſpoſitions, pacifies and guards 
our hearts, raiſes our thoughts and affections 
to heaven, unites our ſpirits to God, is the 
evident means of peace and happineſs to our 
ſouls, and hath been the perpetual practice and 
delight of all pious: minds in all ages of the | 
world, and what no > good man dares or deſires 5 
to reſtrain. 
(4.) The doctrine of ebe, kebakeh the 
anxious ſolicitude of good men about future 
events, and lays a ſure foundation of their truſt, 
in Gods its t bog 13 they 2 ove 
It is no wonder lea” that atheiſtical 44 
ieked men ſfiobld be full of fears and diſ- 
quietudes about the unforeſeen occurrences; of 
life; that they who either diſbelieve a provi- 
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S$xxxox dence or have forfeited its protection and fa- 
vour, ſhould be anxiouſly. concerned at what 


On divine Providence. 


may hereafter befall them ; and I really won- 
der that ſuch men do not more frequently diſ- 


cover the moſt painful apprehenſions and ago- 


nies of mind at the firſt gathering cloud, and 
the moſt diſtant proſpect of calamity. But that 


good men, men of religion, whoſe faith and 5 
= of God are founded on his unchangeable 


perfections, who believe that he governs the 
world, that all things are under his immediate 


eye, that he will do that which is right in 
itſelf and beſt for his people, and who have 


reaſon to account themſelves the objects of his 
ſpecial care; that theſe, I ſay, ſhould be per- 


 plexed with doubts and fears, this is really ſur- 
priſing, and argues à ſinful diſtruſt, unworthy 
their character, diſnonourable to God, and the 


projecting. ay wake of wel, and dependance 


5 — folid cont ee can be 
urged to ſortify ang confirm, the mind. under 


 theuapprehenfons of approaching evil than 
: theſe, that in all the mazes and changes of 

life; they are under à divine direction, that the 
moſt Promy bm trending: liſpenſations /are 
dener good: ind wle ond, oa in the mean 


n af them that fear and lave 


_— 


86 


God, 


* * 
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God, have the ſecurity of his infinite perfecti- 277% 
on? What remains then, if we hope we are — | — 
of that number, but to poſſeſs our-ſouls in 
3 peace, leaving the government of the world 
to him who alone is equal to the work, and 
4 caſting our care upon him who taretb for us? 

(5.) The doctrine of divine providence as 
before explained is a ſtrong mne of a fu- 
ture ſtate. 51 58 


Wiſe and righteous as Bestens of 
God are, they are incapable of being vindicated 


upon any other ſuppoſition than this, that there | | 
is a future ſtate of recompente which will diſ- « 
perſe the darkneſs and unravel the myſteries of | 
providence, when every man ſhall be judged ac- 
cording to bis works, and rectint: the: fruit of 

| bis doings, This reconciles us to the prefent 
| promiſcuous diſpenſation of gdod and evil, and 
ſets the mind at eaſe When we-fee all things 
come alike to all, We are no longer ſhocked at - 
obſerving the peace and proſperity of the witk- = 
ed, when we confider they are Treaſuring ug 
or themſelves wrurb again the dy ura 
nor grieved to beheld the ſufferiugs af the riph- 
cus, when we reflect that God is exeteiſing 
and improving their virtues, and taining them 
up, for greater degrees of huppineſ und glory. 
O, may ſome ſay,” what ſtränge and ſad 
F 2 happen i in this world! dark, Pan- 
ing, 


Tis 
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od 
FX. . 


5 ' On divine Providence. 
Session c ing, intricate and amazing things! how 0 f 


. the wicked triumph, and cruelty and perfidy 
« proſper! no ſtop put to the power and ma- 
c lice of oppreſſors, perſecutors, and other ene- 
mies of God and men! not only particular 
« perſons ſuffer undeſerved miſchief, but fami- 
© lies are diſtreſſed, nations overturned, and 


© wickedneſs and miſery like a deluge, cover 


the face of the earth! — Well! and thus it 


„will be, till the ſcheme of providence is fi- 


niſhed, and then the face of things will change.” 


In the mean time, providence i is unfolding its 
plan and proceeding i in its courſe, wiſely with- ' 
out diſorder, | ſteadily without variation, and 
continually without intermiſſion. - And what- 


ever darkneſs or confuſion there may be in the 
i world, there i is none in the divine mind; and 
when this wondrous ſcheme is accompliſhed, 


we ſhall then admire what we are now ready 
to cenſure, ſee that to be a beauty we eſteemed 


a deformity, . and diſcern the expediency if not 


the neceflity of many things, which at the 
time they happened, appeared to us, . 


* meaning, end or ule. .. 5 
Ariſe then, O my ſoul, and etch thy Ca, 


«\ ing towards heaven; the pure and perfect 
light of that world will at once diſſipate all 


Otte gloom that hangs over the ways of Bod 


0 f this.” There the divine perfections and 
* 


admini- ED 


2 


Wy; 


| will, ; ſees, the. end. from the 5 ginhing 1 looks At 
or 


N dach a conternplation of God And his 13 


On di vine "Providence, 


renn a o 


141 


© adminiſtrations will. mutually illuſtrate each sion 


« other, and the whole ſcheme of divine pro- 


VI. 


evidence being unfolded to thy view, ſhal! 


prove a ſubject of thy delightful wonder and 


- © everlaſting praiſe, 


(6.) The ſtedfaſt belief and contemplation 
of divine providence, tends greatly to exalt 


our conceptions of, the divine 1 and 65 5 


fections. 5 
If God ſuſtains oh. er by the dame 4 


mighty hand that made it, if he' preſerves the 
order of the univerſe, and upholds the life and 
| happineſs of his creatures, if he rüles 11 7he ; 


armies of heaven, i in the regions of hell, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, if he 22 
eth all things according to the counſel 4 bis" own 
once back ward to the origin, %A ward to : 
the conſummation of. all things ; If he Readily | 
. one uniform conſiſtent, ſheme o "I Rik 15 3 


£71 $8 


ſome, reſtrains the 4 75 others, 1 0 
III 


4 


the devices c of many, and anſwers His own pur- 


* 89 i 


bpoſes by all the wiſdom and power there is in 


a 453 - Cid 


the world; how glorious, bow infinitely ve 
nerable and amiable a being muſt he bel 
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*  ennoble 
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1 N 80 8 dhe mind with the moſt magni- 
e ideas ofthe divine nature and Perfecki- : 
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se. l 1 elevate the human heart, and ex- 


Halt our ideas of the divine glory and dominion! 
do i is a God like unto our God? Who c 
bis mighty acts or Jhew forth all bis praiſe ! 
It.is obſerved by ſome that. the ways of 
illustrate bis word; we may add, they are the 
beſt, comment on his attributes. In his pro- 
vidences he viſibly diſplays his perfections; ſo 
that what be 1s declared to be in his word, that 
we behold him in his works, an all- powerful 
3 All-gracious,. : and ever faithful God; 
ere wg read bis name in the moſt lively and 
actere, and the perfections of his 
nature are ag it were, brought down to our 
Wks fie wiſdom, we hear his pow- 1 


er, ve fe 1; his., faithfulneſs, and we taſte his 
| b. þ hes. while we. read his wotd, let 


forget his ways! let us meditate the : 
of p idence as well as that of ſcripture, 
interpret each other, and both 


Nom wen van 


| 0 i, How Anbecoming is is it in ES, Sho - 
q believe a dixine providence, to confine their 


views ta ſecond cauſes and ron, inflry- By 


b 3 nuts. AY ? N. Noon x. 


ita Sometimes; we ſee ali event 8 abu a 


dns * ſuch an erat coinci- 


/ 


$7: 


” 
i 
1 
2 fy 
od 
: 
x 


inſolence, forbad i it ;. faying,' Let him 
cauſe the Lord bath ſai 


 Bebold my ſon which, came forth of my bowels 


05 3 Providence 5 


: 5 of time and circumſtances, and ſuch an | win " 
extraordinary concurrence of auxiliary events I 


to produce it, that it is next to impoſſible not 
to diſcern the immediate hand of God. How 


- often is this the caſe with regard to-the ſudden 


and tranſient alteration of men's conditions, 


from proſperity to adverſity, and from adverſi- | 
ty to proſperity ! and the ſame is vilible in, a 
thouland other inſtances, that fall under our 
: obſervation and Experience. 


How wiſe and pious the rellen which FX 


Job made under his _ grievous calamitics! The Job i. 212 4 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken aWay,. bleſſed | 


be the name. of the, Lard. The Sabeans and 


Chaldeans were the immediate cauſes of his 
lloſſes, but he conſidered them only as inſtru- 
ments in the hand of the ſupreme directer and 


diſpoſer of all. So David, when Shimei.curſed 
him and Abiſdai deſired leave to Aae his 


an him, curſe. 


 ſeeketh my life, how. much more now may thi 
e do it? Let him alone, and ket hin 
Curſe, for the Lord bath bidden him. It may be 
bat the Lord will lt on mine offilion,) and 

' that the Lord will reguite goad for. At, cu 


| this day, And this is the light in which all 
the children of God view, or ought | to view the 
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bros various events FH happen to them in this 
lad world, whether they are brought about by na- 
tural or moral inſtruments. — But under this 


bead! it may not be arniſs briefly to ſubjoih two 
or three cautions againſt running into miſtakes | 


in our obſervations. z and conſtructions of pro- 


=) * Fi 3 Þ ance 2 s 22 7 274 17 
by * LIL ISS bots 4 Ann + 4 5 


vidence. „ N 
Not to Gotder and 55 any thing as an 


inſtance of the remarkable hand of Providence, 


which is the obvious and natural effect of. ſe- 


E 


cond cauſes, and which almoſt evety one ac- 
Enowledyes' to happen! according to the {tated 


; © courfe and order of things; to impute ſuch or- 

dinary bet rrences to the extraordinary hand 
"a weak and "childiſh habit which 
rout perſons Tidulge ; but from what- 


dbeir own Jac a ue che 0 of provi- 


gg but e title way into the febeme of providence, 
undi therefore are very liable to miſtake its de- 


dns; of W 


14 tic | 


N ne it proceeds, ſerves only to expoſe ; 
te 1 haſty. 


Alt vents ; $© we. > can look | 


ich the caſe of the patriarch Faced E 


+ and his fathily 18 an iltuſtrious inſtance. We 

ne neither the tendency of many things we 

45 fee, nor what connection hey, have with 

f ers we do not ſee, ſo that we are very in- 

; ges of ; their Principal. iotention. 
1 e ge . 5 hi © 


7 A well / Aa 46h who never ſaw : a watch vs „ . 4 
pretend to explain the artificer's deſign before c 4 


chimerical, or the effect of a diſterapered body; 


a evidence of their truth. This 
cf a weak ſuperſtitious. mind, w ere 
underſtandings have been often deluded, till 
further lights and facts have diſabuſed their, „ 
though not without the erpenes and expoſing 1 
their judgments.” Final) s 1 


1 


—— 
— 


of thoſe afflictive providences that hefall others: I 
do h ch ſome perſons are tod much addicted i 


Preite, 1 5 


_ 


He hath put the wheels together; or 4 peaſant 
Judge of the meaſures of the govertinient;whs 
is ignorant of the intereſts; power and —— 
of the Britiſh court, and of wanne 
in Europe. Further, 0 wir 
Not to give our imagination and SGadelty 
ron much rein; by laying ſtreſs upon *trifles 
and common incidents, as dreams, ſudden im- 
pulſes, &c. which are often merely eaſual or 


nor by greedily imbibing every report of miss- 
nous or preternatural events without proper 3 
— ag. _—_— 


-" Tg guard againſt a cenſorious eonſtradiion" 


nfluence of ſelf-flattery; (ill-hatiwe; U 
4 party-ſpirit, notwithiſtanding'ouy Sdviour's C- ; 
'prefs and Tolettur enen, and ning "6galthfd Fake ai | 
__ 1 8 O18 = 5 i 


60. What het beit een this ſubject)» 


= 146 al divine Peovidae. 8 
= * ries and darkneſs that w appar n dee 
| 05 conduct. 
11 Myſteries and darkneſs Fa ever mill be, 
_ "myſteries inexplicable, and. darkneſs impene- 
trable, becauſe God's ways: are not as. aur. 2008, 
ner. his thoughts as uuns. I bis wiſdom is un- 
1 it is no wonder his ways are incom- 
prehegfiblę. And when, we: fee awetyl and in- 
tricate diſpenſations that perplex; and ; confound | 
=O Us, let us learn, ſilence and ſubmiſſion, always 
—_ _ Imputing that to our Qwn.ignofance, Which we 
1 a tog apt to imapute, t want of wiſdom or 
=” | goodgehs, in. Ged. n 1 
BH Let us not bo:-Raggared, when, we canker 
=. the, unequal Gigs wumſtances of good and bad 
4 men, the entrance of fin, and:the ravage it has 
2 works of God, tlie untimelỹß 
deaths of the beſt and moſt uſeful men, and 
5 ea lives of thoſe, who, are not only: uſe- 
3 leſs, but the moſt troubleſome. and pernicious 
1 ers. of ſociet a when, we. ſee;no. ſentence 
=. Se againſt: evil, workers, 4 ny no counte- 
| naace ſhewn to, hymble. pious ſufferers ; on 
5 woch a view of things, I ſay, let not our hearts 
be dggected,; they, appear ſtcange, it is true, 
1 but there, i is one thing mote ſtrange than all 
OY this; — that creatures of a finite underſtanding = q 1 


Nor im: gl eee bg of, co pre- 
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erhört en "this oppottunity to 


7 


e divine 5. b Anke: 


hending the vaſt extended views and e of Sg 


Infinite wiſdom. 
'To cle what remains upoti a bei 
of the ſubject, but that we firmly believe the 
reality, wiſdom and equity of divine provi- 

_ entice ; — that we repoſe a firm unſhaken de- 

5 pendance upon it in all cirturnſtances and é 
vents; — that we eye it in the whole of ouf 
paffage through He learn its inſtructions; at- 
tend to its admonitions, directions, rebukes; 
intereſt it in all our affaits; endeavour to ſe- 
cure its protection and guidance, and never re- 
pine at its my og? or 1 to cenſute its 

We nent? ; R 


a WR 115 
5 And ! EXF&5 mw 8 5 IN the * 
2 4 
f et £ we part, ea | 
> 1 22 5 I 


the particular inſtances of the divine bounty a and 
benignity towards you, for which exerciſe the 


„ foregoing diſcourſe may have brought you into 


a propet frame. Fall in then with the preſent. 
_ pious diſpoſition and improve it, fit down and 
call to mind the various ſcents through which 
you have paſſed, the places you have lived in, 


” the afflictions you have ſuffered, the comfarts x 


* you have enjoyed, che temptationg y you have 
encountered, and the providential 1 
2 metey extended to you in and throug „ anl. "You 
Will p my find your: idle life filled up 
| L2 1 
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o e Providence. Y 


A. with favour, which ought at ſometimes to be 
= — ſolemnly recognized and acknowledged. with 
anſwerable gratitude and Py more 


particularly, - 
Review the ſeveral ſtages of our life, AY 


1 che mercies you have received in each; who 
nurſed your helpleſs infancy, guided your gid- 

ddp youth, directed your manly years, ſupported | 

pour feeble age, if you have attained that pe- 
tiod ? Who but that God who gave you being N 
and is willing to be Four, Wade even unto | 


Recollect N your P ad Aiden 


3 mercies; the advantages of birth, 5 
education, wealth, „ intereſt and friendſhips 3 
and by what kind diſpoſals of providence ſome 
of them were conferred ; on which perhaps de- 
pend your greateſt comfort and uſefulneſs, and 
which you daily. ſee with-held and denied. » : 
thouſands around Goal conn 


Call to mind 1 the remarkable. 4 ext 


naty occurrences you have met with; | thoſe PS 
- which once ſurprized and much affected you. 
Conſider them again, and revive the imprefli- 
ons they ficſt made on you; perhaps they 
were in anſwer. to your.. prayers, either for the 
1 oyal of ſome ſore affliction, the preventing 
ſome apprehended. evil, or the poſſeſſion of 
ſome detrable merey; and if ſo, ſuch kind 
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0 Joins Providence: 


interpoſures ought by no means to be forgot- 
ten, but improved 15 E and N re- 


9 collections. 55 

Remember the ſupports that thus been ad- 
miniſtred to you under adverſity, the benefit 
you received from it, and the mixtures of com- 
paſſion, and circumſtances of alleviation that 


| have attended your days of ſorrow. 


Think alſo of the mercies of your proſperi- 1 

ty; - how rich, how free, how ſuitable and ſea- 

Eine the two laſt e egen. often dou- 
5 ſhould bs ſeriouſly 188000 to excite and * 5 


buance our thankfulneſs. Eſpecially, 1 


Review your preſent mercies; don't deſpiſe 


or depreciate them | becauſe they are common 
or have been long enjoyed. The long enjoy- 
ment of a mercy is indeed apt to wear out, or 


leſſen our ſenſe of it, whereas it ought to be a 


_ reaſon of our more enlivened thankſgiving ; for 
is not the continuance of health as great a bleſ- 


| fing as a recovery from ſickneſs? The prevent- 


ing our diſtreſs, as great a merey as a deliver - 
ance out of it? And ſhould not mercies daily 
renewed, be every day La yg pan, as new 


mercies? But above all, 


* 0 D not forget your be mercies. 1 


3 kind and err things God hath done for 


Review with devout gratitude and 
„ a * 55 high 
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ment and e ee s chat led 

fin, and drew your hearts to God. 

Maze wiſe reflections on theſe things; offer 
| Your prayers and acknowledgements to 
reſolye to continue humble, dil 
, dependant, and frequently afpire after that 
happy ſtate any world, where you ſhall 


ky — 


oy the — et . „ Th 51 
brought her maſters much boy by footh-fay> * ow | 
ing: they ſuffering a conſiderable loſs hitedy, === 
carried their reſentments ſo far, fs te incenſe 
the magiſtrates and the mob-apainſt the apo 
ſtles, upon a pretence that theſe Jews taught 
f cuſtoms which it was not lawful for the Pbj- 
| Tippians to receive, referring to the Roman law 
\' which forbad them to wotſhip any.new godg; 
- whereupon the apoſtles were beaten and impti- 
ſoned, and as if their crime Bad been of the 
| moſt heinous nature, the jails? was ordered to 
keep them ſafely; in purfuance of which, in- 
ſtruction, they were thruf into the i inner frifor,. 5 
and their feet made ta oft 1 in the flocks. „ 
Paul and Silas nothing terrified ot dejetted 
with this barbarous treatment, prayed and ſung 
praiſes to God ſo loud and fervently : at mid- 
night, that the other priſoners heard them with 
: no ſmall ſutprize; but how was their aſtoniſh- | 
ment increaſed, when ſudden) they felt a vio- 
lent earthquake, ſo that the foundations of the 
Priſen were ſhaken, and immediately all the pad 
were opened, and every one 's, bands were looſed, 
The Keeper of the priſon being awakened and 
alarmed with the, ock, and ſeeing the doors 
40 unbarred, and ſuppoling the priloners: to be fled, 


E 


Was zoing, to diſpatch 19 | with, kiſs. on 


0 ſword ; ; for biz l any ed, 1 sf „ 
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4 2 _ hrs © 9 05 that _ — ry —__ to 
_ eſcape, ſhoyld undergo that puniſhment, which 
Was intended to have been infſicted on them; 
but Paul prevented the execution of his fatal 
- defign, by crying out with a loud voice, D 
 - fhyſelf no harm, we are all bere. Then be called 
fer a light, and ſprang. in, and came trembling, 
l fell down before Paul and Silas, and ſaid, 
e. Sire, what muſt I go ta be ſaved?” Now to. | 
| this important queſtion, the words of the text 
_ pre a reply: Believe in the Lord Jau diva Xx 
and thou ſhalt be ſoved.. 1 
The office of a j ailur will ſufficiently war: _ 
: rant an apprehenſion, that he might be a man 
of conſiderable intrepidity and courage, ang 
| probably not of the tendereſt mould for re- 
35 deiving any kind of impreſſions ; and it is not 
be 14 unlikely he might "have been guilty of acts of 
| extortion and cruelty, or of intemperance and 
| debauchery ; 1 but whether he was a very hei» 
pdous and fagitious finner or not, fo alarming | 
8 providence as this, which free to threaten 
| Is with ptter and immediate deſtruttion,could 8 
© Hot fail calling to his mind the i iniquities of bis | 


1h, ifs, whatever they | had been, while at the 


0 


me time it opened. fo his view, a an awful paſ- | 
i ge 13 ig the gther and Na] World. A'fitua- 
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neſs of his foul; and N un into he 


reflect on the amazing. reſolution; and noble 
generoſity of his two priſoners, who in the 
midſt of ſo tremendous a ſcene, appeared en- 
tirely calm and unconcerned for themſelves, and 
yet kindly ſolicitous for his preſervation. 
Buch a conduct alone, but eſpecially if cou» 
pled. with any, general notions: of the-purity'of 
their doctrine, and; innocence of their lives, 
muſt naturally fill him, though a jailor and A. 
p with ſome awe and eſteem of the apo- 
Miles, which probably was heightened into re- 
verence, from an eee that heaven 
was avenging their cauſe, and declaring its re- 
ſentment againſt the perſecutors of theſe excel 
lent men. How natural then was it in ſuch 
Circumſtances, for the diſtreſs of his heart, un- 
der ſome glimmerings of hope, ariſing IS. 
the treatment he had already met with," te 
addreſs them in this abrupt and affe ting * 1 5 
guage, Stirs, what maſt T do tu % , FI 
Es It would be unneceſſary to labour the pro * 
that this awaker e ſinner was not merely con 


| Mes, * as eee immedinehy're- 


ng. 8 2 wget _— 


- dreadful agonies, whilſt it juſt left him time to, l 


— 


Oo the — between 


2 ee Tard and W all bar wite un n 


bouſe, that he intended, and they underſtood 
him to expreſs his concern for his final ever- 
laſting ſalvation. And taking the words in this 
ſenſe they contain the moſt important inquiry 
in the world, well-becoming the lips of de 


— we Kare: be in 8: 5 


+ eri nding the akin in the text dene our 
moſt diligent attent ion. In order to which 'J 


Fps, phe IT ee 
I. To en the terms faith and lauen, 


And, | * : 


II. To hem Pa atten there is been 
| ' faith ng; en and the fitneſs a that con- 
5 wh Lam toexplain the meaning of the tens, | 
What then is ſalvation? notrakien 

1 Now. the ſalvation here tended by the apo 
files undoubtedly refers to the dme of man⸗ 
| Lind to the favour of God, and their qualifi- 
cation wing him as their final happineſs 
and portion. Iʃt ſuppoſes our apoſtaey from 
God, the guilt we had contracted; and the 
wiſery to which we were expoſed; and being 
born under the power of a depraved nature and 
Continuing be. indulge Or Einclinttivns we 
gradually;ineaciſo.our aveifion to God, and to 
Ae is holy and heavenly: Fer the a en 


e. | ; * 
a. N . & 
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22 
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dual removal of ghejir enmity to God, who ate 

the ſubjects of this ſalvation, and for forming 
them to ſentiments and diſpoſſtions that at 5 
Se- . tht Hinds 5 


mind is is enmity againſt Ged, we Aeg the Sei TY 


| ſure againſt us, and of our diſaffection to him? 1 * 
in order to which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was 


And as ſuch, 


pardon our iniquities without a facrifice of 
his own ſon, worthy his acceptance. E hath 


_ whom be bath Mr forth. to be 4 propitiation, 
Further; 5 


by the ſanctifying influence of his ſpirit, ub é 
| duing the power of fin. $1 and ſubjecking the ; 4 4 


1 wi 5 0 


prevalence of this diſpoſition, we are unaveida- 
bly objects of his diſpleaſure, and before we 


can be capable of that fubſtantial and exalte® 
| happineſs, which conſiſts in his enjoyment an® 


favour, there muſt be a removal of his diſplea- 


appointed a mediator ROE God and man. 


He removes the diſpleaſore of Cod. ror 
the rights of deity by our manifold tranſgret | 
ſions had. been ſo impiouſly invaded, that Gk 
thought it not honourable to his perfections, to 


atonement, and judged no other befide that of 


therefore reconciled us to bimſelf by Jeſus Cbriſt. 


| Chriſt removes the difaffe&tion een pur} 5 8 


heart to God, and in order hereunto; appoints - — 
ing proper means and inſtitutions for the gra 
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r- neſs and. love of God our Saviour toward Maw 


of the Saba Ae 


appeared; not by works of righteouſneſs which 


ue bave done, but according to his mercy be Javed 
u, by the waſhing of regeneration and renewing 
© of the Holy Ghoſt, which be ſhed on us abundant= 
by through Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. And 


thus our ſalvation becomes os aw in * | 
likeneſs and fayour of God. 
| Tho' I make doubt this was wins 8 


I do not aſſert it was underſtood in this full 


5 and comprehenſive ſenſe. by the jailor in his 


| enquiry, to which the text is an anſwer. How- 

ever it may well be ſuppoſed, he knew him- 

ſeelf to be a finer; and therefore obnoxious to 
divine juſtice, and having ſome apprehenſion. 


EE | or belief of a future ſtate, was afraid of ap- | 


| of bis d 


pearing 1 in the preſence of his judge under the 


guilt and power of his fins ; he might be ſen- 


fible in the general, of the greatneſs and danger 
„ tho he knew not its original 


4 "cauſe, eee nature and deſtructive ten- 


dency, any more than the proper and'preſerib- 


2 ed method of its cure. But I am not obliged 


forth to us in in ful ſenſe, ES: - 


to confine my account of falvation to the idea 
lor had of it, if that could be more cer- | 
un for the goſpel having held it 


1 i os 


* 


apoſtles meant in the text by being ſaved, yet 


Faith and 0 2 


ts it, we are obliged ſeriouſly to conſider and Seen, 7 f 
thankfully to embrace it in all the variety of — 


repreſentation that is there given us. 
Our next enquiry is, what is meant by th ? 
Now faith in the original and primary. ſignifi- 
cation of the word, is nothing more than the 
aſſent of the mind to the truth of a propoſition 
upon reaſonable evidence; and believing in the 
Tord Feſus Chrift in this. ſenſe, is the mind's, 
being perſuaded of the truth of what is related 


and declared by him and of him i in the goſpel., : 


But the faith generally meant in the ſcripture, 


and which i is connected wk eternal life, $6 : 
aid to be the fruit of the ſpirit, is ſomething Eh 
more than a mere faith of aſſent, and is made | 


to include thoſe right affections, and good diſ- 


poſitions of mind, which a conviction and ; 


belief of ſuch truths might reaſonably be 
expected to produce v5; and whey; it, does | not 
produce them, the ſeripture calls it a — 
faith. So the. apoſtle James declates, That 
faith without works is. dead. Was not our aur 
father; Abraham (ſays he) jufti ified by works, © 
when be had offered Iſaac bis fon upon tbe altar? 
Now the phraſe . works is manifeſtly uſed: here 


in the fame ſenſe as juſtifying faith is in other 


for what. works were they 


| Abraham was juſtified? Did he atoll of offs 


ue bi fan, No; he, on in 0 
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tim to offer up his ſon, ſhewed a readineſs of 


bis being Sees that God had aden 


mind, to confotm to the divine will, which 


good diſpo ſition confidered in its principle, might 


de called bis tb or in its effect, his or; and 


| accordingly the apoſtle Paul ſays, that Abra- 


Pam's faith was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. 
This notion of faith may be illuſtrated by 


_ conſidering it with reſpect to the different ob- 
Jets of it, If future things be the objects of 
our faith, this repreſents them according to 
their FRE importance, and impreſſes them on 
me mind, as if they were preſent. Is a God 


of infinite perfections the object of our faith? 


: _ reverence his power: when we confider his 
authority, we ſhall ſubmit to it; his grace, we 
Hall glorify . Thus if our Lord Tefies Chrift 2 


We thall' then admire and adore his wiſdom; 
eſteem and celebrate his goodneſs, and fear and 


is the objeck of out faith, it produces in the 


© kit —— abodiiin: and regards that 
dare correſpondent to the ſeveral" character 


trough bim; as our prepiriation, it dept 5 
* chat alone to W . 3 


whieh he is repreſented as ſuſtaining, and thoſe 


affections and regards produce a correſpondent | 
practice and behaviour. As mediator, faith | 


ſeads che foul to approach to God only in hie: 
me, and to expect audience and acceptance 


tion to puniſhment; 


vie wg of him tauch the ſprings af gratitude in 
the heart, ki, ile a flame of 8 love there. 
And engage our attention to him as the great 
prophet and teacher ſent from God, the only 4 
| i and King in the church, and over | 
patte of every. 2TAGA and virtue, after a nearer 
Conformity to whom we are to be contioually 15 
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9 1 wb truth of a dee, We ate not re 
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2 1 proofs and evidences of the chriftian ' reyela 


"2% ial regard to trut 
1 ng TING contents e 
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dut of V of private gag 2 
. 40 requited in the HI angle, e _ ü 
the obſe- 
| : 144 quious ſubmiffon « of «dutifl underſtanding, | 
Ip 80 and learn our leſſon, (5) as a 
„ . 4 r in the wantonneſs of bis 
1 4 to uſe our teaſon 


ig”! a tn, to judge of t| 


fe b, to we Rave no rea- 
. to imagine it will not anſwer its — 


7 22 91 


78 
=” Aa — conviction of i its 
- ; not founded on argument, p. 75. 
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Faith and FF a 


the W it rejects, and the clearer and -. 


ſtronger the evidence is, by which the goſpel 


is atteſted, the mote dangetous is 4 wilful re- 
jection of it. Now he who hath a perfect 


knowledge of our ſouls; and of the extent of 


their capacities, and who knows what kind of 


evidence is fit to be offered us; has been pleaſed 
to adapt the evidence of the chriſtian revelation; 


not to dur corrupt paſſions and prejudices; which 
will often yield to no degree of light or argu- 


ment, bat: to the rational powers of the human 
mind, iii ſuch meaſure a he knows to be fully 


een for their oonviction if * be ſeris 5 


"And. now may "Hon Ou in ſock a enki 
| this, demand our belief ? This indeed is uh 
1 have no right to demand of another; betauſe 
the credibility and evidence: of any propoſſtion 
may appear much ſtronger to me than it does 


9 
r 


to him, from the different reach and capacity 
of our intellectual powers, and the various 


light in which we may view it. But the 
caſe is otherwiſe with reſpect to God; who. 


hath a full and perfect comprehenſion: of tie 


nature and capaci ities of human minds, which 
were formed according to his own model, 
| and, of the clearneſs of the evidence with-whictt - 

f the doctrines of the goſpel appear to ones: 5. 
0 e annex the threat 
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dences of their truth and divinity, and hath 
weighed them in the 
reaſon with a fincere- deſire of knowing the 
i in der to o do iv; and that ue 


penalty, if they continue it ou. 


ſcriptures, and the extetnaf and internal evi- 


ince of 'unprejudiced 
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but hal Ne judges it much rote ect ry „ - 
eſteem them a cunningiy deviſed Fahl, and be HA 
Jeſu Crit hinſelf ah impoſter? ?: 


Fam Wiling 6 Schu, Gut l would e 
conittaty to the hatüure of God, as a moſt juſt = 
and bendficent being, to'require' His creatures i 


b rictive' a revelation as Aeg from him WW 
Without offering them at the fame” time, ſuf- 1 
flcient evidence of its divine original ; R 
be knows he evidence to be ſufficient, as in 
. che rode: under confideration he certainly ; 
docs, and = it muſt be owing to the perverſe _ 
neſs of our rag and the corruption of our 
Kals if we. reject” it, tt as remember we rez 
jet. it HOW, peril.” as wy 
"Af ibis: gait g v0 i pig ge: 
rience, and the final iflue of things te be the, 
7 * k the caſe; that the infdeli y of men 
iſe not from n their Judgment, but their wills; 
Fo 45 not want greater 3 8 büt a mote 
h and upright . of mind: This 
is plai Le 21 in i ou Saviour's, words: 2e 
bi neu? not "becau 7 ate 10 0 Reed, that Join. 
are not humble, meek, and Web Ne ow dS 
©. [goſpel docs. not fe orce its bleſſings tpon - 
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1 leaſt their works 0 be made manifel and 
* q L reproved. 9 | 
_ The evidence is vot n fafticient, 
but the objects of this faith are moſt worthy 
our regard; and therefore. if we give not the 
attention which is due to their importance, 
and which is requiſite to render the evidence 
attending them effectual to our conviction, 
we muſt ye unworthy: the Galvation that i is 185 
kered 1 
| There a are ſome thin os which would appear | 
dear to us, if we duly attended to their evi- 
| dence, but which may not. be worthy ſo 
cloſe a an attention, as a careful examination of 
the evidence might require, which is ſome. 
excuſe. for our not believing them; but that 
is: far from being the caſe here. All the ob- 45 
jects of our faith as chriſtians, which is neceſ- 
ſaty to our ſalvation, are of the higheſt i impor- 
| tance, and GOOG of all imaginable attention 
and regard. 5 
Particularly the great buche o this Slade, „ 
our Lord Jeſus Cbriſti, propounded by the 
. apoſtles to the jailor, as the object of his faith, 
| whoin his perſonal character is declared to be 
ER the ſon” of God, the brightneſs of tis father's 
E ph. i. 21. glory, and the pre / image of bis pe Jon, exalt- | 
„ od above all principhlities and pmoert; the Lo. 
BJ Jo i. 2. 78 ws. and . pf King's wont was in the 
AF 25 3 


#0 be equal with God. 


e with God, and 2 it not robbery 85er 


. 
For when the father of mercies bad deter- Phil ii. 6, 


mined on the delivery of the finners of man- 
kind from the power of fin and death, in 
which the honour of his own perfections was 
fo deeply intereſted, he choſe to intruſt none 


with ſo high a commiſſion but his own ſon, 


that the dignity of his nature and deſcent might 
conciliate and command the efteem of thoſe he 
came to fave, ' Accordingly at the time appoint- 
ed in the divine . counſels, this glorious and ex- 
alted perſon deſcended from the heavenly man- 
fions, tabernacled in human clay, and lived 
and converſed amongſt men in their form and 
nature; and as ſoon as he made his publick 
N in the world, he n his Father's 
commiſſion, produced his credent 
erf and teſtified that he was ſent of 
God, to be the Lord and Saviour of men, 


by numerous and unconteſted miracles; ex- 
preſsly declaring . it to be the will and com- 


mand of God, that all men ſhould believe on 
him, and e doctrine, and that * 


over did Wannen * n 


ba Wor doi ddl br . 
© And what: was the dodtrine be taught, by 


the moſt noble ſyſtem. of divine and 
| _ infinitely honourable to —— * 
E M ; . 
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| Symon EPR mg of God, giv. plain 11 


— intelligible, uſeful and beneficial to men, ſuited 


ta relieve them under their fears and burthens. 


to diſpel their darkneſs and. ignorance, to pu- 
rify them from their corruption and defilement, 
and to raiſe them to the hope of a glorious and 


 blefſed/immortality? And that he might act 
up to his character as captain of their ſaluati- 


an, he trod himſelf the path in which he ex- 


pected them to follow ; ſhewed them by his 
own great example how to conquer the diffi- 


. — —- 


courſe, to fix their eye upon him, as the autban 


lad. rtl. and finiſber ef their faith, who forthe joy thas 


tbe ſhame, till be was ſat down at the right-hand 


rellen them 3 eee ee 
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| was ſet before him; endured rbe criſs,  deſpiling 


| of the throne of God. And as the utmoſt effort 
n of his own infinite compaſſion 
and lobe, aid down his life, that he might 
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- Faith and Saktation: 


| tribulatin, but be of good cheer, 1 
come the world. 
And now, Sirs, what ehannkter ever _— 
ed among men, that deferved univerſal atten- 
tion and regard if this does not? Here is the 
higheſt dignity, and the moſt exalted office; . 
united in the ſame perſon, who comes on the 
moſt wondrous as well as gracious defign; ii 
_ which our everlaſting welfare is concerned, and 
who calls upon us to examine his teſtimonialsz | 
and can careleſſneſs and inattention, a contenpt —© 
and diſregard of the call be innocent and juſti- 
fiable? May not God juſtly expect, that the 
Redeerner's perſon and character, his dorine 
and example, his life and death, his reſurtec- 
tion and aſcenſion, ſhould take off our thoughts 
for a while from this vain world, that we may 
confider whether we are to treat him as a ma- MM. 
gician and impoſtor, or the Son of God and f 
Saviour of men?” Shall we by our coldnefs'and' = 
neglect, adopt the language of the unclean fpi- 
rn, and ſay, What have we to do with thee Ons: vf 
2 thow Son of the maſt bigh God, and yet pre- © 
tend to vindicate our conduct? Or is it" not be- 1 
coming the majeſty and mercy of God, to pu- MK 4 
Bim ſo high an indigniey offered to his on 1 
ſion toveſted with ſo important a cor „„ x 
aue ne He ins münger 1 0 much te to our YI 2 
| 10 M4 ; And 
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raiſe and excite our faith and love, our humi- 
lity and gratitude, and all thoſe ingenuous re- 


Of the Conneftion between 
And can infidelity under ſuch circumſtancgy 


as theſe then ariſe from any thing but the moſk 
| ſhameful ſtupidity and obſtinacy ? What can 


ſentments of mind, that hecome creatures in- 


| finitely obliged, if ſuch wondrous condeſcen- 


fion and mercy fail of doing it? The writes 
to the Hebrews has therefore very juſtly repre- 
ſented the danger of a rejection of Chriſt, both 


on account of the evidence and importance of 


by ii. a, his commiſſion. - I (ſays he) the word ſpoken 


by angels was ffedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion 


and diſobedience received a juſt recompence of re- 
ward, bow ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect Ja great 
 faloation? Which at tha firſt began to be ſba- 
Len by the Lord, and was confirmed- unto us by, 
_ them that beard bim, God alſo bearing them wit. 
peſs both with figns and wonders, and gifts of " 


| Holy Ghoſt according ta bis own will, But. 


faith inthe goſpel, is connected with ho ; 
becauſe it is in its on nature abſolutely ne- 


ceflary- qualify: us 10 partake of the goſpel, : 


diy. Believing in the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, ot 


ſal vation. 


revelation be ſuffic 


_  prcjudiced mind, —— is ; and 


"a Rn are of 8 8 Vie importance as ta 
BIA „ n 


If the bes of the truth 0 of chercheiſtian 
vince every un- 
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render our diſregard of them nas inexcuſa- Szzuoy | 
ble, as moſt undoubtedly they are; from 1 
whence can ſuch diſbelief and inattention pro- 
| ceed, but from that alienation of heart from 
God, which it is the profeſſed defign'of Chriſt's 
coming into the world to remove; and in the 
removal of which, one branch of the ſalvation 
wrought out by him conſiſts? What pretence £ 
then can we make to everlaſting ſalvation, whilſt . 
we are deſtitute of that diſpoſition of mind. 
which is abſolutely neceſſary for enjoying it? 
And ſurely no man will deny, that whilſt we 
continue in a ſtate of diſaffection to God, and 
are enemies to him in our minds by wicked + „ 
works, we are unqualified for the enjoyment ä 
of his immediate preſence. Further. _ 
 Whilt deſtitute of faith in Chriſt, we can- 
not approach or apply to God for pardon and 
mercy in the way that the goſpel Preſcribes'; 
for we ſhall never draw nigh to God in his 
name, till we credit his commiſſion, or thin xn 
of making uſe of his mediation on any oak - 
ion, unleſs we eſteem him authorized and * - 
pointed: of God to the office of a mediatoer. 
| ', The. goſpel is very properly and — 
55 gay called the grace of God bringing ſalvationg Tit. l. vw? 
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O the — le 
Argos the bleſſed bope and glorious appearing of the great 


Ged; and our \Saviour Jeſus Chrift, But it 


"cannot bring ſalvation, if it does not thus teach 
and inſttuct 96, And how can it be ſaid to teach 


and inſtruct ut, 8 we do not believe it? 


we for ſuch an ex 


theſe inſtructions are to be inforced and fal ten, 


ed on gur minds, but the expectation of the 
appearance of the great God, and our Saviour 


Jelus Chris? And yet what foundation have 
tion, if we diſbelieve 
the gaſpel? Men may pretend, that the light 
of natuto is ſufficient to ſatisfy us of à judg- 
ment to come, and a ſtate of everlaſting re- 


compences 3 but it has never been found in 
experience to give the world ſuch a ſatisfaction, 
as to engage them to deny wngodiinefs. Where- 
as nothing can be a more cogent and powerful 5 
motive to every branch af pure and undefiled 
religion, than; the firm. and unqueſtionable af» 
france of the appearance of the great God, 
| Tiki 14 and of our westing that divine, and compeſſi- 


onate Saviour of men, e himſelf. for us, 
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And what ate the grand motives by which 


0 . 


_ Telus Cbriſt is really fundamental to our, learn 


| Faith and Salvation. 1 
. them 28 & Geste to that as a foundatian, 275 
And indeed what can raiſe more higl or.adg. Wo 
ring apprehenſions in our minds of the perfec- 2 et. i. 3. 
tions of God, than the diſplay of his juſtice 
and mercy in the appointment of ſuch à Savi- 
our? What can kindle ſo bright a flame of 
gratitude and joy in the human heart, as the 
Redeemer's dignity and philanthropy ? Where 
do we ſee the malignant nature of ſin in ſucg 
odious golours as by taking a view ef his croſs, 
or looking down into his tomb? What repre⸗ 
ſentation of the vanity of the wotld ſo convin- 
dig 8 his contempt of it? What evidence of 
its wickedneſs ſo affecting as his crucifixion }- 
Where ſhall we go to learn patience and meck- 
neſs, if we learn them not of him, Fo fore 
do be repiled and ſpit upon, and ſcourged and 
pierced, without one murmuripg word, or one 
repining thought? Or what diſciple of his cag 
indulge to reſentment or revenge with "that 
prayer of our Saviour for his durfte. warm 
at his heart, Father Jugive e, they ew 
nor what they a 4 5 4.7 | Te 
And now if faith, ore believing. in the Lord. 
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1 


. believe thut I am be, ye ſhall die in your fins, 


which indeed is only the natural and' necefary 
9 of ſuch incurable e 


4 


7 


At now to ap the ſubject. L 
I will not make any apology for this method 
of preaching, how much ſoever it may be 
thought to need it: if it be ſaid that faith in 
Chriſt is an old faſhioned topick, I own it: 
However, that is not our honour, but our re- 
proach ; and therefore I chuſe to infer, 
. If, That the right underſtanding, and ſeri- 
dus conſideration of the ſcripture doctrine of 
faith in Chriſt, is of great e both to 
miniſters and people. Fe 
If faith in our Lord Yeſus G-, was what 0 
1 the apoſtle recommended to the jailor as neceſs 
 fary to his ſalvation, nay, as the ſum and ſub- N f 


ſtance of every thing that was neceſſary to it, 

let us not be aſhamed to preach, and 1 hope 

_* Chriſtians you will not be offended at our reach | 
ing, Lern to bis — o 


- Its true light; not as a notion in the _ not 
P merely as an act of the underſtanding, but as 
3 3 good diſpoſition of heart, deſirous of attenſ . 
Ing to, receiving and embracing the Lord * A | 


- 
* 
& > 
2 * 
CY 
8 
49 " 
3 
7 1 
* 
I "Wy" 
* * 
* 
LU : * 

* 

— 
1 3 
2 4 
7 Fa 
_— 

- * 
Pp 
» 5.4 1 
We 
= 
* 
3 
ie} ö 
4 * 
* 
ERS . 
7 = 
—"—. 
75 þ 
J i: 
* 3 
1 
ok. 
* 
© 7 
1. 2 
IT * 
* 1 
Y 
9 
"IB 
I 4 
* off 
Eo 
KEW 
3 
6 
— 
* 4- 
_—— 
F =, 
Rog 
Es 
_ 
Ag 
1 
8 
0 f 
F. 
* 
4 — 3 
: 8 
7 — 
* 
2248 

© t 

* — 

LG 

* * 

> 

2 
8 
3 EY 
* 
"oF 

* 

24 
* 
2 
Lo þ 
3 
3 
E. 
=. 
"= 


A s Chrift in all his characters, of obeying his 
8 00 a 2 and! imitating bis examp le, an eber ; 
4 n 1 e 

0 | 


. Orr a Ca" 
R c ; n I.” 
; l r= 

Ae es 
— 


Faitb * Salvation. \ 


ber it is a ſpring and principle of divine life in 
the. ſoul; that it is deſigned to 12 — and 
cheriſh, to animate and invigorate all other 


chriſtian graces and virtues. And ſure I am, 3 
that all moral duties have the moſt ſtable and „ 


laſting foundation, when they are built upon 
a belief of the great doctrines of chriſtianity, 


and are mot likely to be regarded, when re- 
commended on chriſtian principlesy and enfor- 
ced by the chriſtian motives. 


On the other hand, do you * * cen- 


ſuring fuch miniſters as Ig preachers, who 
in their. diſcourſes are 
and recommend the various branches of the 
chriſtian, temper and life, remembring that 
theſe are of the eſſence of a true goſpel euange- 
lical faith, that they are the things of all others, 
which we are moſt apt to fail in, and yet which 


we are highly concerned not to fail in. And 
let us not be offended when we ſee miniſters 


have a A. zeal for Chriſt, and love for ſouls, if 
the terms and phraſes that are moſt acceptable 
to us, ſhould not be made uſe of by them, in 

treating either of the great doctrines or duties 
of. chriſtianity z for where can there be a great= 
er. variety or latitude 
| nner decef 8. Haul 
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15 order 10 this, bewate of Infidelity,” o 
| treating faith i Chrift ab a fieedle. 
ceffary thing.” This is the keigtiitig vice; ak 
F of the'prefeht age; hatürat r- 
Dooght to be fafficient' fot Yalvation;” | 
ad therefore” the uſt of” the'golpel is intitely 
liperfeded. Now ſupppiog ot" argue 4 
that the main branches of our duty are ard difcerk- 
able by n atüral h gut in ſuch: 4 nation 'as this 
ye et are che) To in of Ml where the gofpdl He — 
ver ame? "Hive n6r"the deifts amongſt us fer- 
ited, refined and improved ther 
notions of moralil ty by the chriſtian revelation > 
And is it ani or Hönôutable in them t 
3 rect i it, after receiving ſo great a benefit fron” 1 


| if?” 5 Whatever nottons of mhotality daft TN: . . 
„that 


will be the fe 
Ngion' is boo 


tale, 


420 * 4 3 


e Naa 5 


5 
* 
, 
* — 
- 0 
"IF. 
"RT: 
38? 
=» 
* 
- ; 4 
\ o ; 
[ 3 
> 
ty — 
F 


and unnes 


4 
; 
* 
J 
* 
* 
6& 


; joined” by the doctrine of Chriſt ? * Have they 


| moral law ever ele yet if, God ha has ap- 


ight ſay any of them) that conſcientibuſſy re. 
gard the duties of tlie firſt and ſecond table af- 


there ils any number of them (r believe 1 Szanen 


. 


ter they have renounced chriſtianity? Do they 


regulatly and uniformly pay that homage and | 
worſhip that is due to God, as their Creator 
and Lord, reverence his name and authority, 
and practiſe that ſttier ternperance, righteoul- | 
nels, - benevolence and charity, Which is in- 


the fame apprehenſions of the odious 2 
and dreadful conſequences of ſin, the fame al- | 


ſured expoctation of à future approaching judge 
ment, as'a thorough confirmed chriſtian bas . 
Nay is it not evident, that men generally run, . 


the utmoſt lengths of Ucentiouſneſs and im- 


mortality, when they once get rid of the rer 

ſtraints e are IP under by the rk. 

ligion ? f @ - P 1 eee — 
; But if we 6 u 


ſüo5 20 oat” 


ſuppoſe our obedience to 


* 34 


, we- ſhould ke es him, and expect; 


riiercy and grace from him only in and through, 
our Lord Jeſs Chritt, and has given us un- 


deniable evidence of ſuch appointment; how. 


hall we anſwer it to him, or how can we hope 


for acceptance, if we approach him in any o- 
ther way?” As we have forfeited all juſt dn. 
ae favour-and everlaſting Hh, by our 
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. manifold tranſgreſſions, he may certainly difs 


A penſo his mercy upon ſuch. terms, as he judges 
mos honourable to his own” infinite perfecti- 


ons, and it ill. becomes us to be wiſe above what. 
is written; but if we are truly ſenſible of the 
vaſt weight and importance of our eternal ſal- 


vation, we ſhall humbly and thankfully receive 
it on theſe terms, eſpecially as we are aſſured 


it will be eſteemed a high affront of the divine | 
wiſdom and mercy if we do not, and be re- 
Heb. x fented accordingly : For be that deſpiſed. Moſes. 
= 29. low, died without m mercy under two or three mit- 
meſſes, of how much ſorer puniſpment, ſuppoſe ye; 

ball be be thought who -hath trodden under foot 
_ the Son of God, and bath counted the bond of 
; the chvenant, | herewith. be was ſanctiſied, an 
| unboly thing, and bath done defite unto "the J. . 
it of grace? 5 
Az therefore thou 3 thyſelf to ; be „ 

gf finner, and defireſt everlaſting; ſalvatioh, and to 


— = a =. 


_ eſcape everlaſting deſtruction, believe. on. the 
Tord Feſus Chriſt | that thou, mayeſi be ſaved. 
| Remember the time is haſtening towards | 
_ thee, when thou wilt ſtand on the confines of 


the unſeen world, as the trembling jailor did, 


„ perhaps under an apprehenſion of being 
15 ſwallowed up by an earthquake, but in .they - 

_ vaſt abyſs of eternity, and wilt thou defer the 
e be then made under ſo much conſter- 
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probable the jailor never had an opportunity 


5 of humbly applying to God for pardon 


1 1 1 him Dieren many | 
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giving them a fall diſcharge for the 


This policy of the ſteward eoming to his lords 
ears, be commended the unjuſt fleward, becauſe 

wiſely, ver. 8. i. ER. 
blame the 3 of che ee could not 


ad forecaſt. ee Jord ende Abiw 5 
ard ingenious though unjaſt, does not appro 
the action itſelf, only admires his contfivance, 
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However unreaſonable or unjuſtifiable i it be, it 
is a truth too obvious to be denied, that good 


F for their ſecular intereſts ; and notwithſtanding . 
> , the infinitedifference there is in the nature and 
| |  excellency, of the objects of their reſpective 
. purſuit, the latter are oftentimes all zeal and 
3 Wag while the former are languid and indolent. 
Por the farther illuſtration and improvement 8 


I. To inquire who are to be . by : 
the dle of this world, and. who by the chil. 7 


| ; =: II. In — Bey reſpe 5 1 childeen. & his. 
6 | word may be ſaid to be wiſer in their genera-, 
0 5 en iloltnate the "os of this obſer- ; 
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Now in both theſe reſpects may veldh⸗ 
| minded men be called the children of 'this 
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The diſciples or followers of any particular: . 2 


2 whoſe doctrines they embrace, and 
whom they imitate in their diſpoſitions and 
manners: thus good men who have Abrabum a 
faith, are called 7he children of Abraham, and 
wicked men tür children bas lle uit And 
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To Acts thoſe who are 1 add icted 
or ſubject to any particular habit of the mind. 
| Thos again good men are called the chien 
e wiſdom, Luke vii. 35. and wieked We | 
children of iniquity; Hol. x. 9g. 


world, as they imitate and follow the'caftoms; 
are addicted and enſlaved to the pleaſures,: and 
. in a conformity to the maxims of the 
world; they chooſe their portion in this life; 
and make it apparent that the getting and Re- 
ing, poſſeſſing and i improving, uſing and enjoy= 
_ ingearthly treaſures is their chief end and hap- 
pineſs. The world is their idol; to this they 
bowẽ down and pay their devotion; different 
perſons among them may have different taſtes, 
engage in different purſuits, eſpecially: at vari- 
ous times, or in the ſeveral ſtages of life; but 
the children of this world do all univerſally af- 
fect the world, preſs after it, prefer it to all 
9 9 "oy how themſelves | 
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Synwon determined i in its favout, when the Inviſible 
end world is ſet in competition, It is in this world = 7 
only they diſcern beauty and excellence; Ig. | 
luſtre dazzles their eyes, its wealth attracts their 
deſires, its honours fire their ambition, and 
its pleaſures captivate their hearts. Here they 
arte furniſhed with all the materials of their e 
| — light, and day and night fancy is on the rack, 
to render them more grateful and entertaining; 
= all their joys are gathered from the ſurface, = 7-8 
| extitatted from the fruits, or dug out of the i | 
bowels of the earth, The company, the pro. 
Kits, che pleaſures, and cuſtotns of this vain 4 
World, are all they know, and chafe to kvowe ( 
Here they confine. their vicwis and centre their 
| kopes, and could they have their with, would 
8 — — Such are.the children g 
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F ' times; o denete the means of knowledge 
F papel, reaſon. and revelation z- and — 
umes the eſſects and fruits of it, which are 
nutz and happineſs Hence they are called 
= de children of kight, who follow after: ue 
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| Khowledhe; who improve the ineans of it it, . Srato 
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| the word of Gad, Wüm 4 bo 
their on and intere ft, and aft it copfotinity 
A 4 willing are unbeppy volved in a 
cotimon apoftacy, and ſatan (che head + ). 
 foutids His dortiinion in darkneſs, it pleafed God 
of his infinite mercy to us to overthrow bis 
dotminion, by caufing the day-fpting from oh. 
high to viſit us. The firft dawnibgs of this. 
| day of light and grace are of atitient date; '. 
füll meridian of ic was at the apf phtcabes or” 
Cbri ; who there fote battle fe 1 
* the light of the world, declaring that be that 3_ 
derb rt ſhall not "walk in darineſs,. Put John vii : 
Aw br 'of He. He is that ſon of ** 
 Yightevuy V which ts riſen” upon the world 292 
bealing in under bis wings, 55 way foretold Mal. iv. 2; 
a a light t lighten the gentiſes; a8 4 2 
Hining 5 a dark Plate, ind as the Ye bn gh © iow L 
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* e ere 1 the. children of light, and. 


ry the children of the day; wwe are not of the- night, 


ur of darkneſs. Therefore let us not fleep, ts 
a others, but let us walch and be ſober. But 
more eſpecially the faithful followers of Chriſt, 


RW under the guidance of his. ſpirit, and the 


in ſtructions of his word, are led into the right 
Kapo edge of God and themſelves, Who make 
A juſt. eſtimate. of their true ſtate and their 


proper happineſs ; and. accordipgly guard their 


dtempers, and determinate their actions as thoſe 


to the hopes. of life eternal, may be eminent: 
Mt filed the ris 4 light, , l e 1f ds 


who are; animated with the vie ws and called 5 
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+ Af 9 in matters — are moſt worthy! wag 
— regard, and of principal conſideratiop. 
„No, he that hath an immottal ſaul, and 
| peglets it to gratify the appetites of à periſh- 


than the chrildren of 


body; he who pleaſes himſelf, tho he pro 


| p yokes his Maker and his Judge, is got wiſe; A | 
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8 advantages. But they ate entire A gers t. 
ſterling wiſdom; their . are 1 | enriched 
with its en 7 Hoe) the 

verned by its 
their . fm e folly. ig bound "up in 
bein hearts, moſt ſhameful, dangerous, deſt u 
ive folly, as different . ee me 
as darkneſs is from light. | 1 ts 


hos] concernin 
and the» children of | light, is equally. true of 
cvery one that bears either of thoſe chara | 
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who is 1 Poa ſenſe more * Sade _ 
by paſſion more than conſcience, preferring 2, 
this world to heaven, and a life of fn to a 


life of virtue, is not truely wiſe. Wauld our 
Saviour compliment thoſe perſons with a cha- 


racter for wiſdom, who were ſubjects of that 
kingdom he came to deſtroy? And who lived 
in thoſe practices, his prece] 
example reproved 1 . 


ty forbid. and * 
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They may be called wiſe, 3. e. n cun- 


| ning men, and as ſuch be envied by others; 
nay may be really ſo with regard to their tem- 


Ora intereſt and the means of ſecuring 1 


[ Notwithſtanding .all 
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„der eternal intereſt, — 2 
\ | bring wiſer wann ns _ 

| en gf light. 

n Neither does our Lack meaty e bs 
| underſtood, that à duo regard es our ſecular 
|  , effairs-is incompatible with a proper cats of 

Ie ſouls, or chat jt is impoffibie for 4 man 
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1 neceſſarily inconſiſtent: what hinders that 
a mas of buſineſs ſhould be a mum of religion, 

or a child of light prudent and adtive_ in bis. 

_ feculat calling ? Religion" gives no encourmge- 
BEING of i nem 2 
contrary, d Heduntenance 

demns it; and the'f ä 
: vintage dane the d both of life. 

and religion, and to take a proportionably-tdih 

of our preſent and future intereſts; a od, 

related to this and the other work. 

Tis true, men cannot be the Aeg of. 

F this world, and the efiildren of fyht, they can- 

1 6 not ſerve God. and mummum, or have" theit hearts - 
7: | ſt upon vittue and vice, at the ſame time; 

ohe of theſe contrary attractions will prevail, - 

"whence refults every man's proper charudtery ; 

which however it may be concealed from men, 
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un III. To illuſtrate the truth of this propotton 
| Þ, ſeveral particular inſtances. 
; | | ſome marks of po- 


1 icy. a . viſible. in the care 
; : wb. e children of this world, take in their 


$ 


BEE 


17 a « Ri" to Good Men. 189 
15 a rule by which to examine our condud as chriſe. Sanne n 
tians, wherein we ſhall fully ſee the fad truth W 

and propriety of our Saviour's obſervation, and 
what need we have to be ſent to ane men 
to learn wiſdom. And. | 
(2) The men of this world Kr their 
own-intereſt, and the beſt mathe to n | 
: They uu 0 care of he main chance, as they 
call it, and whatever elſe they neglect, will 
be ſure to keep that in their eye; they are ſo- 
licitous to improve all advantages and eyery, 
method of gain. To this end they caſt about 
in their own minds, and get the beſt informa- 
tion they can from others, and endeavour © 
eſtabliſh the meaſures by which they procee 
on the higheſt degrees of probability: 2 
as they know miſtakes are poſſible, and ha- 
zards various, they take care to guard againſt 
them as much as they can, keeping their chief 
end always in view, and avoiding all engage 
ments that are inconſiſtent with e leading 
principle. 5 10 

And now, cen We lay « our bands 

RE; upon our hearts, ane itmpattially examine ur- | 

ſelves: have We acted ſuch a part for out ſouls © 

90 We daly underſtan ang confider our chief | . : 
end, and keep it ſteady in our: view? 7 — _ 
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are brought in competition 


upon glorifying God, "iro 
him for ever? Are we as inflexibly* 


x this, as the children of the world 
are pon > wg its advantages and profits? 
Are our hearts effectually touched with ths 
Ive of God) — Then that love will attack 
_ them; they witt turn and point to him as the 
| P le; and ike that, be tr mbling 


Do we 
— | 
cConſtancy, as worldly men do temporal ones? 
| Are our reſolutions as ſtedfaftly fixed, and our 
| hearts as firmly engaged to improve our ſpiri- 
tual interefts, as theirs are to improve thoſe 
that are ſecular? In fhort, do we ſeck heaven 

with the fame bent of mind they ſeek the 
world, and prize and purſue everlaſting happi- 
ork, 38 e as wo, do e p ien 7 
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things. of another lite? More 
r the meat that periſteth, thi 1 for that which 4 
endureth t6 ever ing h fe ; or if I am engaged Ich E 
in one of theſe. occupa ati ons, does not mine own #7 8 


worldly, upbraid my Por ea; in my ſpiri 
concerns? Were. I as ſlothful and heavy 
indifferent in trade as 1 ain in religion, 43 - 5 
would others think of me? Should I not ſoon 

forfeit the favdur of iny friends and loſe my 1 
credit in the world? And whilſt I am ſo indo« _ 
lent and cateleſs i in religion, what do God and — 
fellow-chriſtians think of me? am 1 in 4 
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diſappointment more 0 be dreaded than ver: ; om 
age deſtruQtion, d ce eee Ie note. 
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monly uſed men of buſineſs in things of a 
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And now are we thus careful to \ obſergs: d 
examine how. accounts ſtand between God and 
our ſouls! 4 Do. we keep and inſpect our hearts 
with as much conftancy and faithfulneſs as the 
tradeſman does his books, to ſee whether Wwe 
go. forward: or backward, whether we gain or | 
oſe in the ſpiritual life? felf-examination ſhould 
e our daily. bulineſs, if we would know our 
rue ſtate, but ſhould at ſomerimes be performs. 
ed in a more deliberate and ſolemn mannst 
What Rock: of knowledge and experience 
* have we been laying up againſt a time - 


e. need? Have we more deep and diſtinct ap- 


* prebenſions of God and his attributes, mee 
affecting views of Chtiſt and his love? Ae 


5 our conſciences more tender, our lives mot 
* eircumſpect, and our graces more lively than 
they were at ſuch a time? Or ate we grown | 
0 more carnal, and more careleſs and indiffers 
& concerns: of religion d This will 
be a good method to diſcover frame of dur 
hearts, clear up bur doubts, rech our-erfors, 
confirm. our hopes, and Prepai r the ap 
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dition is that ſoul in, which is agitated by. en- 
raged appę | ted, by fur ious. luſts, or 
proſtitutec | by. the vileſt paſſions ? when it 

mely ſubmits 0 ſſaves it has a right to rule? 

1⁸ this to aſſert the dignity and eie e 

2 PRtnres; and a ah: ng men iz Lt 

WB ha er 


£ —— yet they are ſo ifficie 


ae ares in the uſe, and exertion 
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 goſpel-grace to enable us to get the wal ery 
beadſtrong \paſtions, unleſs we are grofly 


a1. Jodulg- 


f the Spirit. 
diſhonours his e 4 profanes the te 
ple of God, violates his purity; breaks | 
covenant,” Hat forfeits his privileges and ny, 
pets. + And how defenceleſs and deſolate how. 
| contemptible and miſerable i is the conditioniof 
ſuch a ſoul Mos ln ee e eee 
"*(4,) Want of @a-gorernment erbetene 
r of teltiPtitioge! 75515 21,5109 


— — motion of unruly ſte; lle db ES 


beginning of firife, is as the letting out of water; 14. 
Wie are ſmall and may be eaſily reſiſted 
or diverted, but when they encreaſe and grow 

. Impetnous „they bear down all oppoſitiön ; 
ſatan khowy this ſo well, that in his firſt at- 
tacks he is forced to uſe all his ſubtilty and 
addreſs, but when he has once ſucoceded he 
grows bolder and approaches us with an air 
of authority. The foul with it's putity loſes 
it's power and dignity, if it be onte vanqquiſhed 
it more caſily yields again; the firſt defeat 
facilitates a ſecond, or to adopt the metephor 
in the text, when ga breach; is made and en- 
teted, all the rabble ruſh in e 
regular tre f „ plundei er and robbery devaſta 

tion and ſlaughter enſoe, and the 8 
"broken down and without! tnalla Ruery time 

we doce the Sovernment dane leſs 
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- abating out averſion to the forbidden object. 
R Killed: 4 in the wholeart of 
12 handy — from at-. 
tacking men of the moſt reſolute virtue, much 
le ſhoſe whoſe pafſions are violent and in- 
flammable, and leaſt of all uch wh bave 
eady and 
ed to his importunity. There is there- 
ng or repelling his attacks but by 
— vigorous refiftance-ar the firſt, hoops 
ing a ſtrict eye over our moſt turbulent p 
| Hows, "forniſhingiour minds with- wiſdom, de- 


tA 5 


of divine face; and pawns neem er 
— st b S ann Ao ni lens rt 
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bote ? deſeribed, inetrely Ats che e, for 
Cook mity 0 the eee MIR 
Demons wick him through the Mediator; 1 
n world * 


diftance ane Kramtien are its diſeaſe 
The ſenſe of his Ibve cteates ts: 4p, 
the apprehenſion of his anger that 2 


vineſs to an-enlifhuencd d 


or chearing to the eye; or harmony to the ear; 
4 che pieſence of God to a pious ſouk 12141 


is ſenſible objects, an unſuitableneſs in them 


aal, lach es have taſted the good word: of 


. works, they relich 
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ealy to be expreſſed; Light is nt ""_— . _ 


re is an apparent emptineſo and vanity 


to the nature of a ſpirit, and an utter in ſufſi· 
eieney to fill its capacity; all their infinite va- 
riety is of a limited nature and ſhort duration; 
ard however they may ſerve andi ſuit dogeſe- 
rate minds ſunk down into worldlibeſs and ſen- 


1 


Cod, and felt the gie 


intellectual pleaſures, and are moſt in their e> 


they ezuk in God's kn and favour; and to 
znchelſe Air et With him by medi- : 
ration, open their hearts and afprove their in- 


Aris, to 


ens and n ben, ier N 
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iu Gen ſettled. and ſecared, being founded | 


1 — — * coldneſs * | og; when, 4 

become acquainted and perceive a harmony of 
| agony and ide of N ome 
par vie and Hon and clpecially a ſacre 
when ty find they: are aiming at the fame 


like difpoſed towards truth and righteouſ- 
k this = mural n ae. creates in- 


5 ner kin opp 2 is a eee man's pr ral 


in love and eſteem, promoted by a growing 
conformity to his image and will, and improv- 
ed by communion with him in- a Way of faith 


= } and devout: meditation on our part, and divine 


and heavenly - manifeſtations of mercy- and fa- 
vour on his. And hones i it is evident that an 
ungoverned ſpirit muſt be very unfit for com- 
munion with God. One: who is heated with 
_ loſt, overcharged with ſenſuality, ruffled wit 
anger, ſawered with envy, fretted with ar 

—— with cares, or ſullen wich a. 
content. is as incapable of divine 
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tle. But he 5 pure; Had. ks; 2 benevs 1 8 
lent mind; eminent for its weekneſz ; _modera- g 
tion, and every | we well-gd erned affecti lon, will 


be the proper hi xabiratioh of 'Go Brag — 
ſpirit. For wha tis comitiunior wi od an Hf 


how does hap 15 reſult" from. it? > Dots” es._1t 
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egen means of obtaining it. The common form of 
, benediction among the Jews was, Peace be 


with you, under which term they comprehend- 


ed evety kind of good. In this extenſive ſenſe 
our Lord uſed the word Peace, when he be- 
| Jueathed it as his legacy to his diſciples, Peace 
Ja x xiv. I aue with you, my peace ] give unto you; and 
. „ in the world'ye ſhall bave tribulation, but 
33 Jn me ye ſoall baue peace, intimating that the 


| benefit of the one would more _ avs : 


fate the damage of the otber. 

But take the werd in its common 
on, denoting reſt ot tranquility of mind, and 
it is one of the moſt deſirable bleffinge, and | 
the want of it one of the gteateſt evils of life. 
As is the difference between a ſmooth and tem · 
peſtubus ſea; or a ſerene and ſtormy atmoſphere, 
fuch is that between à calm and troubled ſpi- 
tit, if reaſon and religion preſiſle and the infe- 
rior powers know their * libetty and tran- 
_ quility reign chrougliout the whole man; if 
furious luſts or intemperate paſſions bear ſway, 
the conſequence i is 1 and e anur- 
> and uproar. - 


Every man 12 a cates which wil ; 
bring in its teſtimony according to his conduct, 
whether it has been baſe or honourable, wiſe 

— or foolith. - If we have” ” beheld the ah arab 
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temper, kept poſſeſſion of ourſe hu 
provocation, exerciſed patienee under heavy — 
afflictions, and eſpecially if we have withſtood 

a temptation to which we were uſed to yield, 

how chearing is the review! what tranquility 
diffuſes itſelf through the heart! how ſerene. 
and 1 are our ſpirits in the houts of des 555 
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ſurance may we Ile and expect the wy 
ces of the divine fpirit ! but on the contrary, 
if we have loſt the poſſeſſion of ourſelves, and 
been agitated with lawleſs and unruly paſſions, ; 
the conſequence muſt be grief and ſhame, vexs 
ation and torment. And all this is juft and 
natural, for there can be no peace without ors 
der, and what can create greater diſorder and 
tumult, than when the paſſions have loſt theit 
| Juſt ſubordination to reaſon ? We are then in 
| the condition of: a ſtate torh 0 > Pieces with | 


xe #2 


55. l under 25 every man's ** 
is a ney 0 the ſtrong geſt overcomes the weakeſt; 
all dignity and diltinetdon are levelled, all de- 
eqgrum and order allowed up in clamout ad 

5 outrage, | e 
Tah. The Gait of fats government 4 
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council and. relief i in- ſeaſons. of pe 
_ diſtreſs; on which account the rede calls 


. Of the Government 
We may be helpful to others by our piety 


And bad as the world is, it does diſtinguiſh 
the characters of men, and holds ſome in 2, juſt 


 veneration, and others in as juſt a contempt; 


8 
114. T 


and for the moſt part, n men have the favoura- 


ble or unfavourable opinion of the publick, 
f according as they diſcover the marks of calm 
| and ſedate wiſdom, or wild and e 


A 


folly. 


x But if the 1 1 Would not 
put a due value on men of cool and candid dil. 


6 poſitions, the better part of mankind will not 


fail to treat them with eſteem and honour, 
whilſt. few point out the paſſionate and ungo- 
vernable as objects of their imitation or ap- 
plauſe, apply to them. for advice, or admit 
them to their friendſhip and confidence. They 


are the ſober, diſpaſſionate, condeſcending, 


difintereſted and generous, who are 2 to for 
erplexity and 


them the falt of the earth, and the lights of the 

world, Reaſon recommends them to our imi- 
tation, and intereſt directs us to follow them. 

And in ſhort, whatever good is done j in the 
world, with regard either to the bodies or ſouls, 
che lives or liberties of mankind, ſuch are moſt 


; f _ to be honoured * providence as the i in- 


1 prudence, good example or good advice. 
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inſtead of reaſon for our guide, is the way to 
render ourſelves in every ſtation of life not only 
uſeleſs, but inſignificant and contemptible. 
Theſe. few inſtances: may ſuffice. to ſhew 
what a ſad and deplorable condition that man 
is reduced to, who loſes the government of 


himſelf, or hath no rule over bis own Hirit.— 
The next thin propoſed „ 

„II. To. lay before you. the reaſons that are 
moſt proper to induce us to labour after this 
ſelf- command. But this together with the 
two laſt general heads muſt be reſerved for thi 


ſubject of the next diſcourſe, _ 
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emits of letting | But to throw up the Stn 
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I. To enquire who are the perſons deſcribed 
in the fa that have no rule over their awn bi-. 
rits. | 


a Tad and deplorable condition 
"fuch perſons are inn 
III. What are the prit ipal reaſons that 

| ſhould induce us to labour after the right go- 

LY vernment of our ſpirits?” 


# 


IV. What encouragement have we to at- 
- tempt the attaining this maſtery of ourſelves. 
VV. To what uſeful purpoſes may the. ſubs 


Of the 


Wig Wipes ſhould: labour after the right 
government of our own ſpirits. 15 


ad alt-the eee en duiiidhaihes 
k plorable condition of a neglected and diſordered 
ſpirit, are ſo many arguments and motives to | 


aim at this noble and honourable. conqueſt; 


but the two I intend principally to inſiſt on, 


are ſuch as 1 ſhould hope might have great 
weight in this afſembly, namely, that it will 


be the higheſt ornament of our chriſtian cha- 
racter, and the beſt danny for the barer 


| nels of heaven. 


(x.) It will be the bighyf ornament of our f 


| Arn character. 


I am ſenſible the gſence of religion confifts i in 


5 ſoeret tranſactions between God and the ſoul, 
and in our being changed from the love and 
practice of ſin, to the fear and ſervice of. God. 


And that when once we come to be governed 
glorifying God in order to enjoy him, that 


then we truly deſerve the character of good 
men. notwithſtanding all the remains of cor- 
us that may continue to be Work- 


ing within us, But though the truth of our 
religion a. known to ourſelves * theſe 
: 4 3 n [> 
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. two firſt of theſe 1 berg already- al. sro 
on. end harelars now. procecd Jo enquire l. ; 
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Of the Government. 
means, oy all the beauty and luſtre of 1 in 


the eyes of the world will be eclipſed and ob- 
ſcured, if our affections are not wiſely regu- 


lated: and kept within reaſonable bounds. For 


rtior 


there can be no dignity of character where there 


is not ſome authority preſerved over the infe- 
powers of the ſoul: if we eaſily loſe the 


command of ourſelves, are at the mercy. of 
every croſs occurrence, give ourſelves airs of 


reſentment, and uſe domineering or opprobri- 


dus language upon every flight provocation, the 
world will be apt ta ſay, (and poſſibly truly) 


tige. 


© better than the mighty, I know the world calls 


8 e 


that we have no religion at all, or if we have 
any beſides what is external] it will be like a 
pearl i in a ſwine's ſnout, miſplaced and diſho- 
noured, or at leaſt ſet to "ay you diſadvan- 


Hs that 5s fow: 70 anger (faith Solomon) i 


them heroes that have made the greateſt havock 


and deſtruction amongſt their fellow ·- creatures, | 
who to gratify their ambition and luſt of pow- 


er, have been the plagues and terror of their 


| own ſpecies, ſpreading deſolation and carnage | 
- wherever they went; Whereas 1 in the judgment 
p of true wiſdom, he that yokes a ſtubborn luſt, 


curbs a boiſterous paſſion, and ſubdues an un- 
puly appetite, yielding to nothing but the'dio- 

irtue Fong) religions” obtain the greateſt 
"AS - 


i 


; et 


| "of the Heir. „ 2 TY 
Ulctory, and deſerves the trueſt honour. The 82 Ke 


wiſe inberit glory, * Fr 
_ Chriſtians ſhould ds? it their . 5 


then, as it is certainly their duty, to e out 


of a good converſation their works with meekneſs 


of wiſdom, to excel in all the graces that are 
truly ornamental to the chriſtian character, and 
by that means to obtain a good report of others 
as well as the teſtimony of their own conſci- 
ences, ſhould labour to make it appear to the 


- world that there is a correſpondence between 


their temper and their principles, and that their 
religion is rather the complexion of their ſpirits 
than the external badge of their profeſſion; 

| whereas on the contrary, how diſreputable, 
how unnatural is it to ſee peeviſh, paſſionate, 
ill-natured men, enjoying all the advantages 
and affiſtances of the mildeſt, moſt benevolent, 
and beſt natured religion i in the world? For as 
nothing can be more pleaſing to us than when 
perſons who have been educated in bad prin- - 
eiples, diſcover an amiable temper and ſpirit, 7 
notwithſtanding fuch great diſadvantages, ſo 
nothing brings a more 'viſible and diſtinguiſned 
reproach” upon a man, than to have his ſpirit _ 
boiſterous and untractable; notwithſtanding the 


| moſt excellent principles. And if the reproach + i 
could not fall heavy upon ws, it moſt aſſured _ 


. with i wp raiſins n be evil ; 7 I 


- 


1 5 


a " „ 
8 ken of for our ſakes, and inſtead of being re- 


3 commended will be greatly diſparaged by 2 
N ing ſuch men as us found amongſt the profeſ- 


1 1 ſors of it. And O Sirs] do you know the miſ- 
| 1 chief you are doing, when you are wounding 
= the intereſt and ſtaining the honour of your re- 
= ligion ? Whatever liberties you apprehend you 
s may take with yourſelves, pray beware how 
=_— . you take liberties with that, and do it an injury 
= you may never be able to repair. And what 
[ 2 can be a greater injury, than repreſenting it to 
= _. thc. world as ineffectual for producing . thoſe 
Ka good diſpeſitions of mind, for which many of 
the heathens were eminent? Whereas if we, 
lune our bleſſed Maſter, are meck and lowly of 
heart, ready to forbear and forgive, care ful to 
avoid doing wrong or giving offence to others, 
and patient when we happen to receive them, 
all which neceſſarily reſults from ruling our 
own ſpirits, we cannot ſhew either wellen or 
ourſelves to a greater advantage. n 
Many other things on which much fireſs i. is 
often laid by chriſtians, are little if at all more 
than the mere garb; and dreſs of religion, which 
ah W 3 to its Fern Mielke 


| . wapld, infer that the m2. D 


Fat e by N men to keep the ſu- 
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perſtitious e in awe z. ; but nothing ſo ef. seren 


fectually puts this malicious ſlander out of coun- 
tenance, and evidences the divine original and 
heavenly tendency of religious principles and 
hopes, as when men of haughty, untamed, and 


brutal paſſions, by enliſting under its mild and 


s gentle ſway, from being the reproach become 
the ornaments of human nature. 


 2dly. This is the 3% preparative for the 


happineſs of heaven. 
There are no broils or outrage, no boiſterous 
or tumultuous paſſions in thoſe calm regions, 


but harmony and love in their higheſt elevation 
reign and triumph there. The conflict between | 
the powers of fleſb and ſpirit will be then end- 


ed, becauſe our ſouls in that ſtate will be puri- 
_ fied from all the droſs and defilement which 


cleaves fe faſt to them in this. However this 
is the ſeaſon of our purification, here the firſt 
fruits are to ariſe, which there will be a plen- 
teous harveſt, Here we muſt become the ſons. 


of God, though there will be our more perfect 
manifeſtation ; it is vain for us to expect the 


happineſs of heaven, if we are not qualified in 


ſome good meaſure to enjoy it, and that qua- 


lification is not igſfantanceuſy communicated ta. 


us at death, but 0 


be gradually wrought, 


in de foul, 8 22 N L 


** . | ; very 
, 1 a * 
"a © \ 4 31 | 
1 » 3 


n N * "ag 


WELLES, I 


12 
* 
; - 

: 1 N 

7 8 * 
1 # 
33 * % '75 
2 8 «7; 
3 * 
$ © >, 


5 
* 236 


e very end. We muſt by a patient continuance 


X. 


of the Government 


in well doing, and in the lively exerciſe of eve- 


ry chriſtian grace, feek for glory, honour, and 
immortality, in the bleſſed hope of eternal life. 


Our fouls ſhould be now attempered to the 
| buſineſs and bleſſedneſs of that happy world, 


by having their affections regulated, diſcharged 


| from all undue attachment to earthly things, 


and uſed to that deadneſs and abſtraction from 
ſenſible objects, which is neceſſary to their be- 
ing fixed with perfect intenſeneſs and full de- 


light on thoſe that are celeſtial and divine. We 


ſhould be putting ourſelves into ſuch a poſture 
and attitude as is moſt conformable to that of 


pure and perfect ſpirits, be endeavouring that 


we may be gradually ſo refined as to exult and 
= 2 in that ſerene and peaceful cli- 
„ which is never ruffled or e 


with any ſtorms of paſſion, „ 


0! if chriſtians would but conſider more e . 


rioufly and frequently the temper of the inha- 
bitants of that world to which they profeſs "DM 


| ; be travellin g, they could never be fo anxious 


about any'of the affairs of this, as to loſe the 
| on of tbemſelves cither i in their ee ; 


| concern” \ of n 75 wiſe and PR man — 
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befalls wie, when; he is once fatisfied that his panes; 
Un and his: anten are ſecured/i in 38 hea- : E. | 


TV. on to Xo a. the encouragement we 


have to attempt the, e the, pun of 
ourſelves. _ 3 
And poſſibly Gon ay. pgs ; + this. is a vain 
attempt, human nature being the ſame in 
all ages and places, and bad diſpoſitions and 
c - habits diſcernible. (though not in equal dey 
* grees) amongſt all parties and profeſſions of 
© men. Self-government (they may lay) is a 
« fine theme for declamation and ſounds, well 
in theory, but where. is it to be found except 
in the heads of a few contemplative men, 
who are equally, ſtrangers to human life and 
human nature? Are not our paſſions planted 
in qur being, and wrought into our conſti- 
tutions? Are they not univerſal and perpetu- 
al? Do they not faſten their roots in our 
1 hearts, and where is the hand that can era- 
dicate them? Are not thoſe whom we call | 
2 ' wiſe, and. good. enſlaved by them as well as 
* others? and can it be pretended · that either 
© reaſon or- religion will ſo change the natural 
We: temper, as that the paſſionate and fearful and. - 
4.48 melancholy, ſhould become meck, magna- - 
D nimous and chearful 2 -With, what hope of 
5 ho WE FW, e . TY E 
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* © ſucceſs” then can we attempt this arduous 


of the Government 


95 work 7 Do we not ſee how nature defies op- 
« poſition? To reſtrain its impulſe is like re- 
* preſſing the tide, or repelling the wind. In 
© ſhort, when you curb a paſſion for a while, 
what do you do elſe but irritate and inflame 
0 it, and render it on the next occaſion the 
© more impetuous and ungovernable ?! 0 
If this account of things was exactly true as 
ivy objection repreſents it, natural light and di- 
vine revelation might withdraw their beams, 
there would be no occaſion or uſe for them, 


and every attempt to rectify or improve our 


nature, would be as abſurd and ridiculous as 


arguing with a ſtatue or educating a brute, I 
admit indeed that all mankind inherit great in- 


conveniencies from the parents of our race, 


and as they proceed i in life are apt to contract 
bad habits, which are often ' ſtrengthened by 


the influence of corrupt cuſtoms and examples 
and the impulſe of ſenfible objects. 1 believe alfo, 


that through our general weakneſs and depra- 
vity, appetite and inclination are oppoſed with 
difficulty. "Nay, even wife and good men are 

ſometimes betrayed by thoſe criminal and per- 


verſe diſpoſitions which they hoped had been 
| entirely ſubdued, and therefore it ſeldom or 


never happens that a complete victory is ob- 


tained in the preſene world, But then ] add 
1 25 ""— 
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the truth is not cleatly repreſented in this ob- Szamon .Y 
jection, and fome things are concluded upon - 24 1] | 
inſufficient grounds, and I muſt inſiſt that we | 
have very great encouragement to attempt the 
fubduing our irregular paſſions, and attaining 
the govetnment of ourſelves, for the following 
won 
(3 . have ſuperior powers naturally capa- 
ble of controuling and directing the inferior. 
That men are generally ſwayed by appetite 
1 and preſent mi/laken intereſt, and are too com- 
monly ſlaves to their humours and paffions, 
which gain ſtrength by indulgence, is admitted; 
But yet here is @ ſpirit in nan, we have rea- 
ſon, underſtanding, and conſcience, can con- 
ſider and reflect, and are at liberty to chuſe or 
refuſe, whatever the objects be that preſent 
themſelves. And that all men believe they are 
endowed with noble powers given them to this 
very end; is confeſſed every time we blame or 
puniſh the irregularities and diſorders, we deem 

injurions to ourſelves or pernicious to ſociety, 

We educate our children, furniſh and cultivate _ | 
their minds, train them to a habit of thinking 

and reflecting, put them on their guard l 

vice and folly, commend and reward what is 

right; cenſure and puniſh what is wrong, and 
influence and direct their hopes and fears, ſo that 
they may W ſabſervient to their ornament 
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"gr and defence. Now. in all this, we take i it fot 


granted, that there is no abſolute neceſſity that 
© our, paſſions ſhould rule and govern us, but 
| _ - that they are capable of being reſtrained and 
| controuled, and that it is our duty to endea- 
pour it. And the very perſons who deny this 
in words, acknowledge it in their conduct, and 
the contrary which they contend for, their ac- 
tions apparently contradict; and it is always a 
ſure fign of a falſe principle, when by the mere 
force of common ſenſe and reaſon, that which 
we maintain in e we are led to e in 
practice. 
If it be fad, g 4 ie 0 Ehe. 5 
© are more rooted in the mind with age, that 
| _ only proves the reſtraining and rectifying. them 
0 be difficult, not impoſſible. If it were, the 
perſons that - aſſert this, ought in order to be 
. confiſtent with themſelves, to. act a part very 
different from what they do. Inſtead of blam- 


ng and puniſhing, they ought to pity and ex- 


cuſe the moſt flagitious and execrable ſinners, 
arreſt the hand of juſtice, -and agree to baniſh 
all law and right, rule and government, re- 
wards and puniſhments, out of the world. But 
bow can any principle be ſuppoſed true, that 
inſers ſuch. miſchicyous and fatal oma 
| as thele?. Ws 


of the Spirit, of] 
- (2) This attempt has been — in ſome s en 
inſtances with ſucceſs. . 
Though it be a deplotable truth chat the 
God of this world hath blindid the minds and 
perverted the hearts of men, and that by his 
artful and ſubtile addreſs, multitudes of ſouls 
are continually enſlaved to their paſſions, yet 
bleſſed: be God ! all the infidelity ignorance and 
perverſeneſs there is in the world, hath not tos 
tally baniſhed truth and righteouſneſs out of 
it. There are and always were good and wiſe 
men, tho comparatively but few. Vicious ap- 
petites and evil diſpoſitions: do not bear univer- 
fal ſway. Every heart is not inflexible and un- 
controulable, God keeps up his claim among 
his own creatures, and * there are who by 
the regular diſpoſition of their whole frame, 
readily acknowledge and loudly proclaim his 
_ rightful | W_—_— and juſt nnn, over g 
them. 5 
le did not FOR Batak ebe Wing 
among the heathen, that there was ſomething 
in the force of reaſon the voiee of conſcience 8 
and the influence of human p 6 


to make men wiſe and virtuous; and to 
e eee eee eee eee ons; | 

for the Gentiles uo had not this of eaten. | 
me 1 4 nature the things contained in abe 4. 


Ladies: ages. of the world, there baye hot been want- 
| * ing thoſe who have made a noble ſtand ' againſt 
cetcror and wickedneſs, and who have aſſerted 
the cauſe of truth and virtue, who have car- 

ned the art of ſelf-government to a great height 

off ion, and have demonſtrated to their 
eatures, that if they daily did what 


they could nat defend, they muſt expect in ward 
© reproaches: which they could not endure. Now 
i in any. inſtances wie diſcern the plain and 
_ temnatkable. effects of aſſerting: the power and 
dominion of the | ſuperior. faculties,” and of 
| aura and eee an 1 3 


ariſing from the eee of the caſe, 8 58. 
dure of our happineſs, the obligations of our 
_ the example of our great head 
and maſter, the views re entertain and the 


ry of thoſe who live and ende 
| a choſen d. ninion — dar 


» BF: ts 
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* 1 


promiſed! to tbole who finally conquer indp pto- Stage 


vail. - - Morevver, 1: Tak CN 3 


The chriſtian revelation lays before 5m the © 


| moſt perfect rules for e our attaining, the right. 


government of our. fpirits, by endeavduring to 


improye in divine knowledge, by keeping our * 


 bearts "with all diligence, by carefully avoid- 


ing all known temptations, - by reſolutely. tes 


ſiſting all unavoidable ones, by ſhunaing. even 
the appearance of evil, given ourſelves to pray- 


er, beidg conſtant in the exerciſes of f d. jo = 


petting . our, hearts | more indifferent to the 
world, being 


love. The 
quent; y in culcated in the facred writings, and 
when duly attended. to and practiſed, are ca- 
pable of Er eee the ſoul into an amiable 

reſemblance of the 2 e, Above 


125870 1 


attaining | a. 3 conqueſt, vg. the alk 
ſufficient; frrength . of G 
our trials, grace to help. 


alleviate. our infirmities, to. reliev, our . 


. to afliſt our villing efforts, to ſubdue 


frequent and faithful in the 
bulineſs of lbexamioaida, and above all cl 
tivating a ſpirit of meekneſs forbearance. and 

„ like. directions are fre- 


1 aids for 


. in proportion ow 

b in the. time of, need, 
the holy Ipirit which, God bath promiſed, to 
every one that 4ſt him, and who: is ceady..to_ 
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benen our corruptions, and ſecure our final victory. 
s that in all his ſpiritual confficts, though e- 
ver ſo unequal, the chriſtian hath no room to 


' deſpair of ſucceſs, whilſt he bath an almighty 
Ad to fly to, and firengeh ſuperior to every 
difficulty. 

1 Lafth.) The Aden of ws attem pt will 
abundantly recompence all the uo: we can 
take to attain it. 


Agreeable to Which f is the nd bf the 


D Prov. xvi, Wile man, that he who ruleth his oun Spirit i is 


greater than he that taketh a city. He is not 
_- "worthy of greater honour, but receiveth 
a greater recompence, for his pains, 80 that 
iT it may be done at all, it ought at 411 events 
to be attempted. To hefitate at the bardſbips 
to be endured, and the difficulties to be en- 
tered, argues an unmanly weakneſs where 
the —— we contend for is glorious and unfad- 
ing. Where is the cauſe that will animate 
our low and languid ſpirits, if we droop and 


— here? Sure it ſhould warm the coldeſt 


art,” rouſe and inflame the meaneſt ſpirit 
that ever lurked under a human form, to have 
all the noble powers by which we claim alli- 
ance with angels, dragged in captive chains by 


a vile abominable luſt ! to ſee the image of 


"ow" Deity inſtamped upon our ſouls. utterly 
"a An lineament deſtroyed, that 


4 P n 
garn ON enn un 
f . 


2 : | 1 carries . 


Y the 5 


. 


5 carries END ſignature of the hand of our A Saen 
Maker! if our children were to be torn from af ny 


us into a baſe and cruel bondage, nay, if our 
poſſeſſions only were ſeized by the hands of 
oppreſion and violence, we ſhould want no 
motives to aſſert and defend our invaded rights, 
perhaps at the peril of our lives, and yet we 
ate too apt to be unaffected with the loſs of 


our freedom and liberty as intellectual and ſpi- 


ritual beings; ; a loſs that is attended with a re- 
proach never to be effaced, and a bondage ne- 


yer to be endured! for to what am I now ex- 


horting you, but to maintain your own rights 
and priviledges as men, and to ſtand up for 
the cauſe of liberty? That liberty upon the 
ſafety of which depends your everlaſting peace 
and honour, where all the oppoſition we meet 
with ſhould only excite our greater courage, 


for in proportion to the ſharpneſs of the com- 
bat will be the glory of the triumph; and. he 

who hath ſhewn us the way to conquer, and 
affords us ſtrength in the day of trial, will af- - 
ſuredly both ſucceed and reward our unſhaken 


conſtancy in his ſervice, according to that di- 
vine promiſe, To him that overcometh will 7 


grant to fit with me in my throne, even as 1 alſo 41. my TY 0 


overcame, and am ſet down with ” Feiler i in 
| bis throne. 8 now, 3 TY A 
| R * V. To 


\ es 
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Saanen V. To what uſeful purpoſes may this ſub- 
Er be applicd? And 1 anſwer, 


1. It teaches us the neceſſity of regeneration. 
For if good t en haye ſo much reaſon ta 


5 watch over their earts, to take pains to regu- | 


late their affections and diſpoſitions, even after 


the Judgient, will, and affections are renew- 


ed. What deplorable ruins are ſuch fouls in, 


5 Eph i. 


who have never yet been changed by the. en- 
lightening and ſanGifying influences of the di- 


vine word ang ſpirit ? If the change is far from 
8 perte® 1 in the beſt chriſtians, how di- . 


muſt they be from the Kingdom of hea- 


| eh, in "whom no change has been made at 
all k. > Sayiouc therefore. with great propri- 


=, 


: ety and judgment taught. this as a 7 doc- 
_ of his religion, to a ruler of the Jews, 

8 who acknowledged, Vim to be 4 teacher ſent 

* 1 . from God, Peridy, verily, I ſay unto thee, except 


a man be born again, be cannot ſee the kingdom 


of God; z. Plainly ; and ſtrongly declaring, that our 
nature is ſo corrupt and defiled, that in order 


* coming his diſciples, and worthy to 


; partake. of the priviledges of his goſpel, we 5 


$4 | muſt (as it is .Expreſled i in, another place,).be cre. 
ied after Gad i in righte ouſneſs and true holineſs. 
„ And though" this doctrine may at. times have 


been Tpoken' of by ſome weak and enthuſiaſtic. 
0 Ain an fate * improper . 
by 


by Rroining ati a d bactal ex- 85 yok 
preſſions beyond their true and natural cons vw 
ſtruction, yet I apprehend moſt if not all fe- 
rious chriſtians agree, that what divines have 
© uſually called converſion or regeneration, really 
implies @ borough change of the whole mam, 
from the love and prattice of fin to an habitual 
 bolitigfs of heart and life, ordinarily in the uſe 
of the means of grace, and always under the in- 
| Puente of the ſpirit of God. And I cannot help 
lamenting, that any amonꝑſt us Thould ſo much 
miſconſttrue the exhortations given in ſeripture 
to diligence and activity, as to forget or Get. 
look the conftant- daily need we ſtand in of di- 
vine aids, both at our entrance upon, and fot . 
our advancement in the chriſtian life ; and that 
den the ond oh rag 1 en underſtabl the 


ey of divitie afliſtatite; which are in 
to keep us watchful, humble, and depend 


diligence in the duties of religo. Whereas. 
the truth is, we can fever be too diligent of - 
ative it working out our own alvation, and 
| erhortations to foch diligence are always ſea· 
2 bebte, anf 5e When we Hark 
7 cons our b beſt we weghs to be ſrnfible that we 


as inferring the improptiety of exhortations 8 g : 


15 348 of the. Government „ 
r God, both for aſſiſting and accepting u us. bas 


x 8 God therefore bath June. together, let no man 
a gut aſunder. | 
:  2dy, I infer the FTE folly and evil a a vain | 
 curiofity in religion, and of a Kere * e c 

- . Troup . 
Our great buſineſs lies at 15 70 ok Win 
55 with ourſelves and in our own hearts and we 
call find employment enough there, if we do 
I but engage in this work and purſue. it as we 
8. _ ought. When we are caper to be acquainted 
1 with things that concern us not at all, or very 
little, it is a ſign we are great ſtrangers-to what 
5 concerns us moſt. For if we were to turn our 
” eyes inward, and. to vie y the frequent diſor- 
3 ders there are in our beſt diſpoſitions and frames, 
much more in our worfl,. and were as heartily 
3 incliged, as we are highly obliged to reftify 
_—— 4 What i is amiſs, we ſhauld behold. ſo wide and 


_—_ bounds and limits, as would greatly indiſpoſe 
ys fo ſeek for any abroad. Curioſity is only 
8 befor fuch as are idle, but it is dangerous if in- 

3. 00 ed by thaſe who, have employment that is 
_ nei, and- ought to be conſtant. . And what 
1 ; 700 oyment can be ſo neceſſary, or can require 
e Geſerve a more conſtant attention, than watch- 
+ 1 1 Ing our own. unſteady, hearts, guarding. our un- 
3 | paſſions, 1 endea aYouring to maintain that 
5 ws ws 9 


5 important 2 field of action within our own . 
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nity of charifder; which becomes thoſe who dene 

be themſelves to be ſervants and ſons of the ls 

moſt high God? And yet how apt are chriſti- 

ans to ſlacken in their care of themſelves, whilſt 

they divert to other objects, pry into matters of 

doubtful ſpeculation or into other men's affairs? 

Our Saviour checked this diſpoſition in Peter, 

who enquiring concerning another diſciple, and 

| what ſhall 'this man do? Jeſus ſaith unto him, 

4s T1 will that be tarry till I come, 2 is that RY 

""_— follow thou me. ; 8 
And if a curious temper is worthy of blame, 

a cenſorious one is much more ſo, and indeed 

the former leads to the latter; and yet what 

more common than to be finding fault with 

be faith, or character, or temper, or behavi- 

our of others, whilſt we are groſly negligent of 

our own? Such perſons are generally ſure to 

lay the main ſtreſs upon thoſe things which 

1 find moſt eaſy, or themſelves meh likely 

to excel i in, and endeavour to engroſs the ge- 

neral attention about them, ſo as hardly to give 

an opportunity for obſerving others, wherein 

= are-moſt apt to be careleſs ; and every de- 

fect in their fellow-chriſtians is magnified, that 

their own in matters equally or more imyor- 

tant, may be concealed or ditninithed. * .- 

Ky lk nennen is too! apparent among —4 „ 

| | eren 1 


280 | 
8 even ſuch of us as value ourſelves on our cha. 


o the e 


rity, as well as thoſe of us who are eminent 
for our ⁊cal. We are quick - ſighted to ſpy out 
the mote in our brother's eye, whilſt we are in- 
ſenſible of the beam in our own; remarking 
with too much readineſs and pleafar on the 


1 failings and infirmities of others, eſpecially if 


they differ with us in any religious ſentiments, 
vrhilſt we are moſt flagrantly partial to our- 


| Row, xiv. ſelves. But who art thou that judgeſt another 


'* may's ſervant? To bis —_—_—__ or 


5 deft thou ſet at. vide thy braber The 


I# ,* 


994 moſt effectual remedy. of this, is to turn the 


1 8 Fan 1 8 a manner as to 


ſerutiny in upon ourſelves, fee what there is in 
us, on which our animadverſions may faften, 
this will either cure the ſeverity of our {pirits 
or make it turn to a very good account.. - 
22 1 infer the neceſſity of fhequent' . 
en tion and an intimate neee 
The! is e 1 een en recommended 


| loſe the benefit we wight otherwiſe reap from 


; kit. 4 


7  _— a0. — thei ae 


- We. muſt examine in order to know our- 
(lclyes, and we muſt know. ourſelves in order to 


* eu 


£0 may | 
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government, dc we find d ourſelves moſt py 


_ defeQtive, ſet it down unde 
voidably infirmity, and do not Gbelady en- 
quire into the ſource and cauſe of thoſe predo- 
minant evil aſlections, which ought to be con- 
trouled, the ill influence they have on our ge- 
neral temper and conduct, and the reproack 

to which they expoſe us; and that we do not 
ſufficienily impreſs: our minds with a ſenſe of 
their odious nature and dangerous effects, and 
lay down rules and take up reſolutions that 
might enable us to gain ſome ſtrength and ad- 
vantage over them for the future. What availe 


ſelf- examination, if we go on indulging? the 


ſame ill. ſpirit, which this exerciſe is defigne 

to remedy Can it be ſuppoſed, we do really: 
examine with. that impartiality; or witb hats 
i upright jntentians, which become us? 
Let us therefore fet about this work e 
carne. get a thorough acquaintance with our 
ſelves, ſearch into the inmoſt receſſes : of our 


fouls,” be eng not cal 0 the en and 


i right and | pure, Got es the em e 


things there, the ſtrength and influence of each 
paſſie Jon. and affection, what is moſt apt to ex- 


Bee Cite it, and what to coo or moderate i — "wig | 


ther! wis gradualy” gaining upon us, or 
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| Span ticularly ponder any inſtance or occaſion where- 


gt 


in it has been prevalent and unruly, and fix 
on our minds an abiding Ales! how great a re- 
b een it brought on us (a). . 
And let not the beſt, the moſt ces | 
and eſtabliſhed chriſtians think themſelves un- 
| concerned in this advice. Though our hearts 
may have been ſoftened and changed, yet it 
highly becomes us to exerciſe a godly jealouſy 
and a conftant watchfulneſs over ourſelves ; ; the 
frame of our minds may be very blame-worthy, 
and diſhonourable to our chriſtian character, 
though our fate be good; we may cheriſh the 
ſeeds of great future trouble and uneaſineſs in 


our own breaſts, though we do not make 


an abſolute forfeiture of our intereſt i in the fa- | 
pour of God. The falls of ſuch eminent faints 
à⁊s David and Peter, ſhould be awakening calls 
to watchfulneſs and humility, ur 10 be bigh 


wmindid but fear, bt a promiſe being 22 us of 


entering into reſt, any of 1 us ſhould ſeem to come 
ow of it. Humility i is our trueſt honour, and 


en ks our + gon eng whereas PROS | 
| | Farina 


(oh In order to the performance of this mceltary work | 
in the beſt manner, I take the liberty of recommending to 
my reader, a moſt excellent and admirable piece on this 
ſubject, wrote by my worthy and ingenious friend, the 


| Reverend Mr. Jobn Maſon, entitled SELF-KNOWLBDGE, 


= Loop en of 1 down. 


'which will abundantly ſupply all the defects in thoſe rules 


* the Spirit | 253 
ſo much. unguards and expoſes us, as an in- en 5 
ſenſibility of our weakneſs, and a fond imagi- Fa. 
nation that we are proof againſt temptations; | | 
ſuch ſelf-confidence. which is the effect of pride 
and ignorance, is commonly a ſure preſage of 

approaching diſgrace and calamity, according 
to the wiſe man's obſervation, That pride goeth Prov. xvi. 
. deftruttion, | anda laub Hunt Ane 
1 

Now nothing a gain us 4 polka a 
knowledge of our natural pride and ka | 
CIENCY, as converſing with ourſelves, compar-; _ 
ing our temper and conduct with our rule, a 
this is the proper buſineſs of retirement; the. 
reflections of the cloſet, and the ſerious-exami- 
nation of our. own hearts and lives, will tend 
| naturally to rectify our errors, and preſerve and 
Increaſe our purity. We are ſo apt to conſider | 

rather how our temper and. behaviour-a bu 
in the eyes of the world, than how they appear BY 
in the eye of God, that it is neceſlary for us 
to be alone, in order. that conſcience may do 
its office, lock through the exterior face ff 1 
things, and ſee the true principles from whick 
wie act, leaſt we in the end deceive ourſelves. _ 
by thoſe. very, pretences and appearances wn 
which we have impoſed upon others. W 
8 Want of this, many die as well as live Fiero 

wholly. „ mays to themſelves and no o wonder 5 
W they 3 
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i 

- - ">: 
& 

1 


07 the Government 


eee, they do not rectify thoſe diſorders i in their (pi. 


*.., rits, of which they are in a great meaſure ig- 


norant, or if not entirely ignorant of their ex- 
ence, yet inſenſible of their deſtructive na- 
ture and tendency, becauſe upon the firſt feel. | 
Ig of the mind, they fly to buſineſs or re- 
"creation to prevent any further uneaſy impreſſi- 
on. Whereas if they would but ſometimes 
ſolemnly. recollect themſelves, cauſe their in- 
moſt principles and motives to paſs before them 


in review -when no eye ſees them but hin that 


penetrates the heart, they could not but know 
the prevailing diſpoſition of their minds, and 
knowing it, ebuld not fail making ſome ſerious 


aq 8 ne to eee and Ow 


4. Let m ſtly exhort you't meine and 
cheriſh 9 of the divine iti. 
ore his illumination, invoke his aids, at- 
ions. E umbly intreat him to open 
your hearts, to > difcovet-you to yourſelves, and 


uno you. Beware of grieving or quenching hin, | 
and learn the reality, by the apparent influence 
of his divine operations on your hearts and 
lives. Never" reſt ſatisfied with any frame of 


mind, — —-— n 


| heavenly, 
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„„ the Spirit. 
fit you for 


1 2 75 


K. 


he ſervice ol 
od. in the va duties of life, ag well as in 3 
the ordinances of religion, raiſe your hearts a- 
bove all undue attachments to preſent things, I 
prepare for days of darkneſs and ſuffering, as 
well. as, thoſe: of. light and enjoyment, bring 


you to an humble acqui | cence in all the dif= 


how hard it is to be fully acquainted. with = 
your various defects, 8 


4 Fe inthe way \ 
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ce, for an Intire and perpetu | 
and while they intimate how much 
„ ſerved, plainly - declare how 
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11 5 et Daniel tells us, that Nebuchad. 
| _ nez2ar the 


of Babylon, as he was walk- 
ing in the of. 


* Dan. in. himſe el Fin this f 
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"Wa the \prevai ling, &c. 


become the wonder of the world 00 Non W 
could the magnificence of his works be equal- Ws 
led by any thing but the haughtineſs of klp 

heart. However, this vain-glorious boaſt was 
no 79 — uttered, than there came a voice 
from beaven, fayin & Ti be Ani fs deparie Dan. iv. 
ſro th es; | __ 
This ſudden and Ggnal denunciation of oi 
vine vengeance, though it had a good effect 
n Nebucbadnezaar, had none at all upon 
e e ſucceſſors t to his throne, or the ſubjects ** 
his kingdom, who Rill- continued addicted to 
luxury and ſelf-confidence (the too common 
effects of caſe and opulence) for which vices” 
Babylon had been long notoriouſly infamous; 
and whereby it at length incurred that ſevere) 
| threatning which follows the words of the 
text: Therefore” hear now this, thou that art 
given to Pleaſures, that dwelleft carelgſy, that. A 
 Jayeft in thine heart, I am, and none elſe:befide- 
ne; IL. ſhall not fit as d widow, neither ſhall T 
Lao the la, of children. But theſe two things | 


+0 47" 


fel come to thee in a moment, in one 4e, be. 
boſs: of children and widnwhood ; they ſhall cm 
upon thee in their perfection, for the PR... 
of thy ſereeries, an e 92 5 ahnden . 
5 thine enchontments, i pk 7 0 n 
430 3 e 0 7 ge W Nie i Wk "hg kg 
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benen The perſon who was the inſtrument of a ac- 


XI. 


and inveſted it. 


ol theſe ſquares, 


e this awful prediction was Cyrus, 
who after he had made a great figure in the 
world, finiſhed his character and his conqueſts, 


- in the overthrow of the Chaldean empire ; and 
7 having gained a victory over the king of Ba- 


bylon in the field, drove him into his capital 

The prodigious ftrength of 

the yes (9), and the 2 2 of Feine, with 
ey which | 


a The walls- of it were wy DOS thick, 117 high, 


and 60 miles, in compaſs, i in the form of a ſquare; 15. miles 


each ſide, (this is Herodetus's, account who was himſelf at 
Babylon) all built of large brick, cemented together with 


Bitumen, a mortar that ſoon grew much harder than ſtone. 


On the outſide of the walls was a vaſt diteh, filled with 
water, and lined, with bricks on both ſides; and of the 

earth dug out of the ditch, were the bricks made for the 
walls, On each fide, were 25 brazen gates; four great 


towers at the four corners, and three between each gate; 
each tower above three yards higher than the wall. From 
theſe 2 gates went 25 ſtreets, to the gates that anſwered 
them on the. o 


ppoſite ſide, So the number of fireets were 


50, each 15 miles lang; ; of which 25 went one way, and. 
23 the other, dividing. the city into 676 ſquares, each of 


which was above two miles in-compaſs: On the outſide 
ſtood the houſes, three or four ſtories 


; 5 high; and | the middle ol each ſquare Was all * oid ground, 


8 n ee end 


uſed for yards, gardens, orchards, c. A branch of the 


river Eupbrates ran quite croſs the city; over which in 
the middle of the city, was a btidge of a furlong in length, 


and ten yards in breadth. At one end of this ing Roos 


tow of Plas 


Which it was ſupplied; occaſioned the flege tb ros 


continue two years. During which time, . 3 


Fils was frequently inſulted by the 'Chaldeans 
from their walls. However, he found means 
at length to become maſter of the eity in one 
night, by the following ſtratagem. — not far 
from the river Euphrates, which ran through 
the city, there was a canal leading to a large 
. artificial lake. The bank between the rivet 
and the canal, he gave orders ſhould be broke 
down, by which means, the whole current of 
water was turned into the lake. Then col- 
: leQipg | all his forces together, he poſted ons 
part 2 them at the place where the river ran 
intg the te town, and the other where it came : 
out, with orders to enter in through the chan⸗ 10 
nel of the river, as ſoon as it became fordaa 
ble. \ Theſe \ orders were obeyed, and both par- 
ties entering the city at the ſame time, advan- 
ced directly to the palace, where they! ſurpti= 
zed and defeated. the guards; and when on 
Fu uptoar, which this occaſioned, ſome within 
the palace,” opened. the ; gates t to know what it 


4% g ir ou ps 


meant, ty the” enem * ruſhed it in, avg f finding "the 


32 


aa 25 e eee aun 
 niſitent edifice/in the world, Vid. Een kliſton de: 
. Ce. Pridcaux's FIT Ie I. Book 1 . 

= * 6% | | 


ihe #\ 
58 LY his dome uck | friends : and ſervants, 


1 


a6 _ Of. the wales 
. they flew kim, and thoſe that were with him 
.  valiantly fighting for their lives ; 3 whereupon 
the city immediately ſubmitted, But the ſuc- 
ceſs of this bold enterprize was in great mea- 
ſure owing to the neglect and ſecurity of the 
inhabitants, who were celebrating a grand feſ- 
tival that very night, with eff e. 
rance and debauch. | | 
This aſtoniſhing revolution 1 a | light on 
| many paſſages in the writings of this and the 
other prophets, and at the ſame time carries 
: our thoughts forward to myſtical Babylon, 
Rer. xiv, that mother of harlots, and abominations of the 
* earth, and to thoſe predictions which we have 
of her approaching overthrow ; when it will 
be as truely ſaid of her, as it now may of Ba- 
_ bylon of old, whom ſhe ſo much reſembles 
both in magnificence and iniquity, Babylon is 
it fallen, is fallen, that great City, becauſe ſhe 
made all nations drink of the” wine SY, the wrath 
of ber fornication. . 
From ſuch events as tbeſe it is baturtl to 1 
5 remark, that there not only uſually is in the 
wiſe conſtitution of providence, an appointed 
time when God inflits heavy vengeance on 
corrupt and profligate nations, of which his 
unerring wiſdom direQs him always to. make 


| 1 


| the moſt exact and perfect judgment; but that 
_--: . fins which in their on u. 
5 0, eee 


V+ e 
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Love of Phoſurs, 


ſolation of the animal body; vices which are 
not only ſhameful and infamous in themſelves, 
but draw after them a train of publick word 
mities, and are apparent ſymptoms of decrea- 
ſing ſtrength and departing glory; vices el 
that rank and fertile nature that almoſt all o- 
thers grow out of them. Such 1 mean, as 
were the firſt omens and the immediate fore- 


ranners of the Babilonyan's deſtruction, for they 


could never have been mer, by the arms 
of Cyrus, if they had not been given to plra- 
ſures,” and dwelt carelgſily. Their character and 
their overthrow are therefore left upon record, 
as a memorable warning piece to all ſucceeding. 


nations, 0 avoid the ſame ow as pm i wou 


oy! ſhare the ſame deſolation. 


Pleaſure abſtractedly dafs and its gene- 
ral nature: is innocent and defireable ; it is at- 


tributed to the Deity, and ſaid to be the final 
| portion of his friends and favorites; in his pre-' 
ſence is fulneſs of joy,” a at bis right band 


are pleaſures for evermore. And the reaſona- 


ble gratification of thoſe faculties and OO 
with which our Creator has endowed us, is ſuch: 
a 4 happineſs. as we are under no obligation to 

deny ourſelves: for altho' our faculties are 
3 greatly — and our * 3 


83 ; 2s by 


ture as neceſſarily tend to the deſtruction of 511100 
iety,” as ſome kinds of diſeaſes do to the diſ- 


— 


Of the frovelling 
X. by rebel defection from God, in which 


tlie whole human race is involved, yet undoubt- 
edly there is ſtill a very allowable and lauda- 
ble ſalisfaction and pleaſure that may be enjoyed, 

enim in wrorldly and ſenſible good, to alleviate 
the bufthens and ſoften the cares of life, The 
danger and miſchief to which we are expo- 

fed from this quarter, lies only in the exceſs; 
but the- danger being imminent, and the miſe 
chief moſt extenſive and fatal, they cannot be 
| 8 _ with too 1 880 and Aden, 


ſioul, or ſuch as are mor 


> * is a ee being, lege! as wall 
n and therefore capable of pleaſures 
of various kinds, which may be diſtinguiſh "3 
into thoſe of the ſenſes, of the imagination, of 
the underſtanding,” and the pleaſures of the 
land divine. \Brutes 
. partake with us in the firſt; in the laſt we 
have communion with angels and the bleſſed 
ſpirits above; the former beſpeak us chrildren 
of the earth, and betray our kindred to worms; 
de latter proclaim us the genuine offspring of | 
Hate: dnt unchangeable ares of a 


ane, 3 our elner 5 bot we 
promote our dignity and C: a Ng 1 + 
vanges in the other. 


Love of Plaſare. 3 
Theſe ** . We may eaſily Sunn, 
judge what kind of pleaſures it was, for which 2 


the Babylonians. are threatned in the text, vix. 


an addictedneſs to ſenſual pleafure, with. TY 
carelefineſs or total unconcern about thoſe that 


are intellectual and divine. Thou that art 
given to pleaſures, . that dwelleth careleſsly ; for 


indeed careleflneſs. or want of ſober thouglit 
and. reflection, is the true cauſe why the 
ſtreams of pleaſure proceed with ſo rapid a tor- 
rent as to overflow their banks, and lay waſte 


ſome of the faireſt and moſt delightful pro- 
ductions of nature. Thus Balylen the great, 
: hopping in wealth and power, in every. thing 
er to ſafety and delight, falls 
a: Aiden, to the debauchery and riot of its 
inhabitants. Amazing inconſideration! that 
with a victotious and ever- vigilant prince, and 

a numerous army at their gates, they ſhould, 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſurprized, by indulging, 
to the ſecuritys and giving a looſe. to pleaſures; 


that would have been highly criminal in a time 


of the moſt mm and eee tran- pot 


4 x 8 
* 


je > farts were * Ae 105 we in g na- 


tion had no reaſon to fear that Babylurs fate 


may one day be ours. But alas! a prevail- 


ing and extravagant taſte. for. pleaſures, whieh 
e üttle le hot uo enerrute the minds 


— — — = 
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264% Of the provailing 
1 50 and corrupt the manners of our people, are 


I chreatning ſymptoms of our growing degenera- 
oy and impending ruin; and fo contagious 1s 
the diſeaſe, that no place or age, no ſex or 
condition, no party or profeſſion of men, ſeems 
entirely free from the infection. The grave as 
well as the gay, perſons of mature age as well 
giddy youth, men of buſineſs as well as men 
of pleaſure, thoſe who have their bread to eatn, 
as well as thoſe who have eſtates to ſpend, 
| Profeflors of religion as well as eontemners of 
it, go great lengths f in our licentious days, in 
practices that our forefathers would have been 
 bighly aſhamed of. If they were too rigid'and 
preciſe, we have relaxed beyond all bounds 
and meaſure. Not only this great city Itſelf, 
but all the a enue "40 > and r it, e thick 


of trade, and arts, and fecrning; and religiony-ul 
pay tribute to chem, and are foreed to con- 
ſeſs their power. There muſt be Blgance 
now a days, in the dreſs and table of houſes 
and furniture of thoſe, whoſe higheſt ambi- 
tion ought to be neatneſs ; and our indo- 
lent and effeminate youth claim indulgences, 
cha uſed to be the utmoſt privilege of hoary 
and reverend age. But the poiſon is offered in 
a golden eup, and who will refuſe to drink 
17 The * muſt be * and fe 
Dag 5 . Jotary, 


- * 
1 
a .. ; 
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Tove 7 Pian 


| lutary, becauſe ſo many who have once 8 0 


taſted, are eager to repeat the Uraught ; and 
who can be ſo ruſtick and unpolite as to 
decline the almoſt only purſuit, that en- 
groſſes the eſteem and e of the reſt of 


Lapel 5 A 1 565 i l 72903 
Thus W is ths idol to which! the 
qiwaralicy pay continual / homage,” and offer 


the moſt coſtly incenſe. . They are never weas 
ty of dancing in this enchanted eircle, and 
life: hangs heavy on their hands, till they re- 
turn to the bewitching chace. 4 man who - 
was 10 fit down and" obſerve the intenſeneſs 
and alacrity diſcovered by many in this purſuit; 
and which they diſcover” in nothing elſe) would 
be apt to imagine, that all the maxims of 


|  Solomin and other ſages of antiquity- concern- 


ing the vanity of ſenſual delights, had bon | 
reverſed and exploded by the experience of 
latter days; that there is no ſuch vexation of 
diſappointment | attending them as ſome tr 
morous enthuſiaſtick people have been apt to 
pretend; and that amongſt the improvernents 
of the preſent age, one of the 'moſt extraor- 
dinary ones was to be imputed. to the men 
of taſte, who had hit upon an happy expedi- | 


ent for maintaining their pleaſures i in 
_ bloom, and their in undiminiſhed | 


vi Fe” 
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E But if © here to * a * ſteps into 
t== the cromd, and could ſee with reſpect to thoſe 
elpecially who have been long engaged in the 
pucſujt, the diſtraction or weakneſs: of their 
underſtandings, the fretfulneſs and vexation of 
their hearts, the confuſion and embarraſſments 
af their worldly. buſineſs, the incumbrances 

_ off their fortunes and eſtates, and the want 
of decorum and order, of peace and harmony 
in theit houſholds, what a melancholly and 
affecting ſcene would be opened to our vie! 
W$-ſhould diſcover them to be (notwithſtand- 
5 ing all theit glittering attice) a crowd of miſe- 
_ Table; mortals. in diſguiſe; ſeeking to impoſe 
upon. each other and upon themſelves, endea- 
Vpuring to; unlearn the wiſe precepts of their 
1 ors, to hide themſelves from the upbraid· 
ings of neglected duties and deſerted families, 
and to drown che voice of conſcience, and the 
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wild, and extravagant mirtn. 
That IL may. therefore ſhey hot droge: — 
Sl f 40 addictedneſs to ſenſual pleaſure in 

their. true colouts and ſtripped of all diſguiſe, 

 apd by, that. means if poſſible, render ſo ſeaſon- 

| able. and awful a warning as that in eee | 


. | i re Gs per ® 5 
bete 25 1 


$1 


Wies of religion in the tumult and uproar , j 


| Lowo US lis . 267. 


1. Toe conſider the r of ſenſual pleaſures Senor 


2 „ 
And, 1 


1 The Gelee, efefts of an "undue ins — 


30 


8 wages and particular perſons, _ 
1. 1 am | to conſider the nature of theſe yer 


Mt 4 


= of e 80 e a dich i what 1 yo? 
ready 25 notice of; it may not be amiſs 
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„That t they are keeiifil and ee 
Koc we need not ſearch into the theafarleh * 
& learning, or the records of antient time, to 
illuſtrate ati obſervation fo obvious and demon- 
ſtrable as this. Who of us, in the time of 
our youth eſpecially, "ever found in 4 ſenſual 
delight, howe ver innocent, much leſs if cris 
minal, What we exp cle from it and hrs 


promiſed us ? Every. moment ſeemed 
to linger and ae 15 the object 'of N 
wiſhes Was em 1 but” the inſtant we Ns 
ready to graſp eagerly N Joy, * 
| withered i in our arms, or vaniſhed © from our 
- fight. 1 * next airy, 11 phos 4 that 


17 I 
Pr 


Bas itle 4 c . ne l 5 


the aer pointment af the" 1 — 5 


2 _ 


8 


dulgence. of them, and that with reſpect to 
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Of the Prevailing 


3 — chat babble burſt alſo as ſoon as the ex- 
* = periment yas repeated; fo that at length how- 
flexor ever. reluctant, we have been forced to confeſs, 
"7. - had. choſen for ourſelves a bed Shorter | 
= than à man could firetch himſelf on, and a co- 
vering ae than what be could weep bim- 
5 

Bat ee we. were not del ed, and 
5 that the enjoyment did in ſome meaſure an- 
ſwer our expectations; yet did it ſatisfy us? 

; Alas no! the ſenſual appetite may be eaſily 
© © "gloyed, but can never be fatisfied; it may be 
| Jaded, but after a little reſpite, becomes . more 
reſtleſs and impetuous through indulgence, Fre- 
quent gratifications inflame, but never quench 

ttzhe raging thirſt of paſſion. Its expectations | 
will perpetually riſe, as we give way to its 
crayings; ſo that what once perhaps were on- 
ly gentle and ſoothing. invitations to. gain our 
conſent, by degrees become peremptory de- 
mands, that can neither be complied with, nor 
reſiſted. We are firſt won upon by falſhood 
and flattery, but ruled at laſt with a tyrants 
tod, and find our flayery to be both unavoid- 
| able and intolerable. 3 | 
And whoſe heart now does not glow with 
. indignation at fo. cruel and inglorious a bond- 
age as this, to be firſt betrayed by a barlot' 9 


4 * charms, and then tram 18 on by her 
; Fa A 


* 


of Pleaſuae. 


power? Yet ee this, to how $81 
many in our day is that juſt and lively de- 
ſcription. of Solomon applicable; with her much Þ: 
fair ſpeech ſhe cauſed him to yield, with the flat- 
tery of her hips ſhe Forced him, be goeth after | 
ber firaightway, as an ox goeth to the flaugh- 
ter, or as a fool to the correction of the Hocke, 
till a dart firike through bis liver, as a bird 
hafteth to the ſaare, and knoweth nor that it is g 
fer bis life. | 
2dh, Senſual pleaſures , are painful in the. re- 
view. 

"There is ming that mortifies and dif: 
guſts us in a reflection on the moſt mode- _ 
rate and innocent of our bodily pleaſures; 
that they are ſo momentary and taſtleſs, that 
they have ſo much the appearance of waking 
dreams and flecting ſhadows; in ſo much 
that we. are inclined to deſpiſe at one time 
| What we eagerly purſued. at another, to loath 
the object we have juſt embraced, and to look 
back with indifference and contempt, towards 
what we looked forward with defire and de- 
i light. But when gur pleaſutes have been cri- 

minal either in kind or degree, and ſhame and 

remorſe for our own wickedneſs, are added to 
our "refle&tions { on thiir vanity, how ſeverely 
painfu is the review! and yet painful as it i 
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* _ have often ie 0h unte ring their 625 5 


| Experience to make them wile, but till hunt- | | 
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3 ſciences, und its lib 
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and ag ag ain impo oſed u pon by the & imipoſtute the they 


4 


ing the fame vain object their fathers and 
thetnſelves baue 4 without ſuccels 


$ -..;, WI 


16.5 5 are forced to add e yp 


3 ve; 


that of thole who went before them, X 6 
fruitleſs toil and vanity of the chace, and p pro- 


bably as little to the benefit of thoſe / 
come after them ! which leads me to the next 


general bead 1 propoled, | 


0 "Its ll 


Il. To cc con der che fernicious TM of an, 
inordinate indulgence to foch pleaures, | And 
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6 proſp cr of a nation, con ſts in its 
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exhauſts i its wealth, a das 25 ower, leayes | 
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- arts and ſciences uncu! Riyated, ges nges liber- 
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1 Girl into licentiouſneſs, an 
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almoſt every nation depends, and it dect 
ces that indolence, luxury, efferninacy, Ne 4 
- ance, pride, diſcontent, contempt of avthori- 
ty, and thofe complaints of government and 7 
magni which are the bane of ſociety, ren- 

dr a kingdom divided, weak and conterbpti- 
dle, firſt the ſcorn and then the caly | prey r 
any powerful ambitibus neighbout'; at a "the 
natural conſequence of a national! and general 
depravity, draws down the righteous judgment | 
of almighty God, who' for ſuch fins and' pro- 
vocations as theſe brought a ſudden and overs 
whelming deſtruction (as we have juſt ſeen) 
on the city of Babylon, giving her up- -to ruin 
and deſtruction, ſhe having firſt Tea, up 
' herſelf to pleaſures, 

And though the divine vengeance is riot uu 
ally executed till after great patience and longs 
\ ſuffering has been exerciſed towards ſuch aban- 
doòned nations, yet nevertheleſs it will certainly 
be executed, unleſs. prevented by a timely 
repentance and reformation, and it - often. - 
comes down with additional weight: and ter- 
tot, for- having been long held back by the 
arm of mercy. The utter and Kal overthrow 
of Bahn was the frequent ſubject of antient 
prophecy, . before it was accompliſhed, As, may 
be learnt from thoſe words of the prophet, 
1 Nah, IE i. 24, 255 26. I have laid a 
„ Jaare 
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F ai ſnare for. thee and thou art alſo taken. 0 Ba- 5 


Hun, and thou waſt not aware, thou art found, 


* and alſo caught, becauſe thou haſt firiven againſt 
the Lord. The Lord bath opened bis armory and 
bath brought forth the weapons of his indigna- 


tion ; for. this 1s the work of the Lord God of 


bofts, in the land of the Chaldeans. Come a= 
gain ber from the utmoſt borders, open ber ftore- 
bouſes, caſt her up as heaps, and deſtroy her 


utterly, let nothing of her be left. And Jer. 
ii. .6. Flee aut of the midft of Babylon, and de- 
liver every man his Heul, be not cut off in ber 
zniquity ; far this. is the time of the Lord's 


vengeance, be will render unto ber a recompence. 


But when neither the threatning aſpect of 
providence, nor the ſolemn predictions of 
propheſy, could rouſe this lethargic nation 


out of its ſtate of diſſolution and impurity, 


deſolation came upon her like lightening 


from heaven, and her defiruttion as 4 whirl 
wind. 


Nor is Babylon the only city that ſtands a 


an awful monument of divine vengeance againſt | 


a debauched and profligate people. Jeruſa- 
lem once the place of God's peculiar reſidence 


2 


and delight, afterwards became execrable for 


the murder of that compaſſionate friend and 


ſaviour of 1 men, who ſhed tears of the ten- 
derefk x pity * concern over it, and at length 


e fell 


Love of 1 
fell a victim to wal divine diſpleaſure. when 
0 had filled up the meaſure of her iniqui- 

And Rome, imperial Rome, the envy.and 
_ of the world, and the inſtrument of 


273 
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1 


Feruſalen's deſtruction, was itſelf not many 


ages after, over- run by barbarous nations, the 
foundations of her ſtrength and renown having 
been firſt undermined by the et ſhameful 
and extravagant luxury. . 

I now proceed, 4 5 


2dly, To conkider che al of 
an exceflive indulgence to ſenſual - pleaſures. 


with reſpe to particular perſons; and this, in 


regard of their bodily health, their ſecular in- 


tereſts, nds their moral and n cha- 


racter. 


mh yan, zaun to a gratifications 


has ordinarily a one influence: on our 255 


dil healtb. | 
This mot . ble ng of life bd the 


fp Sam of all the reſt often falls a ſacriſice 


to exceſſive pleaſures, as they naturally tend to 


weaken the nerves, exhauſt the ſpirits, and im- 


pair the vigour of the conſtitution. And a 


perſon that has been any time devoted to ſoft 
iündulgende, and relaxed with indolente, can- 
not bear thoſe occaſional fatigues, no more 
_ thans diſcharge thoſe neceffary duties, which _ 
an * eee in lap a world as dur; 


» * 
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: withſtanding our daily obſervation convi 


2 ; — 


Samos not to reckon up the numerous accidents and 


_, hazards to which a blind and eager purſuit of 
pleaſure, generally expoſes thoſe who are en- 


gaged in it, and which ſometimes prove fatal 


ever they will at all adventures, And not- 


might convince us, that crowds of company, 


ſumptuous banquets, and unſeaſonable hours 
are followed with a train of diſeaſes in the rear, 


ſick, and enterprizes of pallantry, have ſuch 


and gradation of wickedneſs to 
another, as Ho as our paſſions retain their vi- 


our, hat is, till our health faulters and de- 
eas: but at length, the conſtitution being 
| tattered and broken, ſuch men are made to 

. =_ — ne ps —.— 


to them; for when we have once laid the reins 
on the neck of our paſſions, we put an abſo- 
lute power into their hands to carry us where- 


yet the ſparkling liquor, the enchauting mu- 


irreſiſtible charms, that when conſeerated by 
numbers, and backed with importunity, they 
ſoon ovetbear the ſober 
ing. Youthful paſſions urge and fhHmulate each 
other, and prevent the l dictates of reaſon, 
the gentle voice of conſcience, and the friendly 
Preoepts of religion, from being heard in the 


_ eumvult ; and thus we are in danger of going 
mom one ſtage 


putpoſes of the morn- 


* n . 
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that are reaſonable and innocent, and probably A 
fink under the weight of diſcaſes of their own 

| nn me dic nen to cone Wan and 


— An exveſſive taſte fo biene n 
prejudicial to our ſecular intereſt. | 
Pleaſure is an expenſive purſuit; by Which 
many have ſpeedily ſquandered the eſtates theit 
wiſer fathers gained by honeſt induſtry, or in- 
creaſed by prudent oeconomy. / I branches out 
into a variety of extravagances, each of which = 
has its and inconveniences attend | . of 
ing it, and which grow upon a man inſenſi- 1 
by; one expence of this kind feldom comes 9 5 
alone, but leads on to another, men being ge- 
nerally in ſome degree vniform i in their follies 
and vices, whatever they are in their virtues. 
80 that if we are once captivated by the vanity 
of being men of taſte and politeneſs, our dreſs 
and furniture, and table, (and equipage if we 
are of rank to have any,) muſt be in the new + i 
eſt mode whatever expence attends it; till at 
laſt diſgrace is intalled on our name, and d. 
ſtreſs on our family; and even under want 


and infamy, the diſpoſition cleaves to us, and 

not being gratified, reduces the man to the 

loweft degrees of contempt and wretchedneſs, 2. 

an drives him headlong into — 
1 deſpetate ee 


1 a 


| 07 the wad 
ener deſperate meaſures, that bring him to an un- 
. timely end or ſome publick puniſhment, 
But if the conſequences ſhould not prove ſo 
8 terrible and fatal as I have juſt repreſented, yet 
* unbounded pleaſures occaſion a vaſt waſte and 
havock of our time, that time which is allow- 
ed us for the grand purpoſes of life, and for 
the infinitely more important ones of eternity: 
but (at. preſent) confining our views to the pre- 
x ſent life; it takes up our time that ſhould be 
=. employed i in that particular. purſuit wherein we 
> are engaged. for the ſervice. of ourſelves, our 
families, or the publick, whether i it be manu; 
al labour, or trade, or commerce, or any learn- 
ed profeſſion. It takes off our attention from 
our main concerns, and fills our heads and 
hearts with the vain blandiſhments and amuſe- 
ments of life, occaſions us to loſe opportuni- 
ties which others embrace, to come behind 
| them, in eyery valuable attainment, and pre- 
vents out arriving at a conſiderable degree of 
eminence in any branch of ſubſtantial and uſe- 
3 ful knowledge; beſides that it froguently. ſtains 
our character, blemiſhes our credit and reputa- 
don, and deprives us of that good. opinion and 
1 confidence of others, which is neceſſary to our 
ſicceſs in any calling or employment. 
= And even ſuppoſe we are above all hakoek, | 
12 ant it wil ieee wa diſorders ee. 
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on into 5 ou families aud affairs, as cannot ea Fr 
fily be repaired, and will prove of the” moſt; . 1 * * 
pernicious influence to our children and . N 
dants. Nor ought they who have as yet no 
houſholds of their own to think themſelves et · | 
tirely unconcerned in this argument, if they 
have the leaſt thought of ever having any; as 8 
it is very likely to prevent their entering into 
ſach ici} as might be moſt conducive to 
their intereſt and honour, for perſons 
dence will hardly eſteem them fit to be truſted 
with their children in the marriage relation, 
who are under the dominion * ſuch irregular 


Jay, What is worſt of all is, that: Woh, 
_ predominant” love of pleaſure has the moſt, _ 
fatal effects on a man's ren and n, cha- 
ar Bett . 
Setting "ey all Lotte ens this alone 
is enough to alarm and terrify every rational 1 
conſiderate creature, who knows he is living ¶d 
for eternity. - This world is the firſt Rage of — _ 
our exiſtence, but we are going forward to a 
vaſtly ſuperior one, if we do not ſink ourſelves 
into a ſtate of ſenſuality and-wretchedneſs by 
the way. It is here the the mind is to bee 
| cleanſed and. purified from the pollution which 7 
” x cleaves to it, and to be trained up fer 


* and exalted * The a- 
g We 3 miable 


on 


Ke e . 
miable graces of meekneſs, humility, and dee. 
A doeolence, and a generous contempt of the. 
ond, a ardent and unfeigned love of God 
and man, an uniform deſire of being and do- 


ing good, and of improving and advancing in 


all the branches of a divine and heavenly tem- 


per. are not likely to flouriſh in a heart im- 


; merfed. in ſenſual” pleaſures. Religion is too 


tender and delicate a plant to thrive in fo rank 


| ſoil. There is reaſon to keep a ſtrict watch 


5 150 elpecally = oy ou Paternat ſpirit, 


over ourſelves, that our minds are not defiled 
by the neceſſary intercourſe we ate obliged to 
hold with objects of ſenſe in our paſſage thro” 
the world, how much more then to abſtain 
from ſuch indulgences that are criminal either 


in kind or degres, and that bid taint f 


d corrupt us? _ 
The ſtrength and beauty of the mind W to 


be preſerved and ificreaſed as that of the body, 
by proger exerciſe and application, and by a- 


yoiding ſuch things as impair its health and vi- 
gour. Our moral and intellectual powers can- 


not ed pand, add'try their ſtrength, and ftretch 
ſmheit pinions im © grofs and foul an element as 

js moſt ſuitabte and grateful to our depraved 
Helly appetites. It is retiremer 
| fen, and — — with ſpiritual 


t and contern- 


perfect ſpirits above, 


0m | 


* 


Love of Pleaſure. 


that muſt improve the faculties of the ſoul, ge 
exalt its ideas, extend its views, and qualify it 


for the refined and ſublime employments and 
delights of that bleſſed ſtate, for which it was 
deſigned, and after which it ſhould be conti- 
nually aſpiring. And nothing more apparently 
diſcovers the low. opinion we have of the hea- 
venly happineſs, or the little regard we pay to 


the neceſſary qualifications fot it, as our gro- 
veling with ſo much ſatisfaction in che en 


and ſordid delights of ſenſe, 
As for thoſe who look upon the fatnte hap- 


pineſs' in the light of a turkiſh paradiſe, or who 
have been early initiated and conſtantly educa». 


ted in the ſchool of ſenſual pleaſure, who have 
been led on by the example of their neareſt re- 


| lations, and perhaps their wiſ? parents, to e- 
ſteem the gratification of their ſenſes, and the 
indulgence of their appetites and paſſions, the 


principal aim they were to have in view — 


they are truly objects of eompaſfion and com- 
miſeration, we pity and lament their infelicity, 


whilſt we deſpair of their recovery to a better 


and more manly and chriſtian temper of mind; 
no wonder the gay and glittering objects af Va- 
ambition dazzle their eyes, and charm 


| js tranſport their hearts; no wonder they ara 


i oe an —_— pleaſure, are . 
Je | n 
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er tive in its lot and ſilken chain, inſenſible of 


their bondage, and unconcerned for liberty. 
But methioks, I do not utterly deſpair of 
| making and leaving ſome good impreſſions on 
ſuch an audience as this. Have you forgot the 
wWiſe and faithful care and tenderneſs which 
was expreſſed in the education of many of you? 
How the principles of religion were early in- 
ſtilled into your minds, as more worthy your 
regard and reverence: than all other principles 
whatſoever? Have you forgot that you were 
_ inſtructed and injoined, to retire in the even- 
ing of the day, eſpecially the Lord's-day, for 
prayer and reading the ſcriptures, and recol« 
lecting the ſerious and uſeful truths of which 
you had been hearing; and that what you were 
injoĩned by your parents commands, you were 
inſtructed. and encouraged in by their exam. 
ple? Have you no remembrance. of the calm 
and ſerene ſatisfaction you have felt in ſuch 
ſeaſons of devout retirement? Or however, 
have you no reaſon to believe your parents. felt 
a ſublime pleaſure in ſuch genuine exerciſes of 
their piety and parental affection? And can 
vau really perſuade yourſelves, that ſuch em- 
-ployment turned to no good account, or that 
the modern employments of the evening, 
which arg oſten protracted till midnight, in 
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and operas, are more wiſe or manly, or ele- Stauj9§n 
gant, more becoming the dignity of rational — 
creatures, who are tending towards immorta- 
lity, more improving to the mind, more con- 
ducive to the true enjoyment of life, to the 
flouriſhing ſtate of buſineſs, to the order and 
oeconomy of families, and to the decorum and 
good behaviour of children and ſervants? 1 am 
ſorry ſuch queſtions as theſe need be aſked of 
perſons, who ſtill come up with us to worſhip | 
the God of their fathers? And wonder they 
bluſh not to worſhip in the places their fathers 
worſhipped, who lead lives fo contrary to what 
| their fathers led? For my own part I know: 
not, whether to pagina aſhamed or aſtoniſh- 
ed, to ſee perſons come into our religious aſs 
ſemblies, under a eee of purity of worſhip, 
who are frequently to be heard of in places 
that beſpeak no great ſanctity of life or man- 
ners. — But faſhion and cuſtom. are the pban- 
toms that frighten the youth of the preſent age 
cout of their underſtandings, and the beſt prin- 
ciples of their education, and draw them into 
the moſt abſurd and prepoſterous conduct. 
And becauſe ſome perſons have been, and ſtill 


may be juſtly ridiculous for their ſingularity 
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in what is weak or . whimſical, they are | f 
frightened to the laſt degree, for fear of ap- F 


HY _—_— wiſh and good,” for fear they | 


J 
R. 
. 


tiimacy that is not eaſily brol 
dually more under the power of appetite, and 


| g ſhould b „ libertines, | 


, Who are themſelves the ſcorn and en of 
all men of ſenſe and ſobriet y. 
J am. inclined to think, that were it not for 


the bewitching charms of faſhion and cuſtom, 


that is of doing as others do, be it ever ſo fool- 
iſh or ever ſo hurtful, we might eaſily perſuade 


our youth, that have been well-educated, that 


ſenſual pleaſure indulged to exceſs, is the low- 


eſt and moſt vexatious purſuit in the world, 


that it is tedious and lingering in its approach, 
inſipid or ſurfeiting in the poſſeſſion, and loath- 
ſome and odious in its conſequences, and that 
nothing which will not bear the reflection and 
examination of the mind and conſcience, can 
de a fit happineſs for man. But before the 
| trial is made, good nature and an eaſy cre- 
dulous temper, oſten incline them to think 
what ſo many at their age covet and purſue, 
muſt have fomething in it defirable, and when 


they are once embarked, they are preſently at- 


tached to their company, ſoon contract an in- 
ken off, grow gra- 


perhape there is a ſort of unhappy pride in not 


tteading back the wrong ſteps they have taken, 
which effectually prevents their retreat. Hav- 


ing once engaged they eſteem it a point of bo- 
Nn. * it be to * utter dil- 
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Love of Pleaſute, * 
| grace and ruin, or at 10 to . 
danger of it. = 
But ſurely they woke; to conſis > OM es, 
neſs and obſtinacy will not alter the nature and 

tendency of actions, they only entangle them - 
ſelves, and impair their ſtrength ſo much the 
more, the longet they delay to extricate them- 
ſelves; and a few years will wipe the paint off 
from the harlot's face and ſhew her wrinkles, 
will make them deſpiſe the opinion of thoſe, 
they now ſo highly value, and cauſe them to 
with they had never deſerted the paths, and 
forſaken the footſteps of their pious anceſtors. 
But whatever gay and giddy" youth may be 
weak enough to do, O! let not us of advan- 
ced years, who have ſworn allegiance to our 
Lord and Maker in the moſt ſolemn manner, 7 
and by repeated vows engaged ourſelves te 
him, return again unto folly ! Shall we wo 
have taſted the joys of faith, be enſlaved by 
the pleaſures of ſenſe? Do not we recollect the 
divine entertainments of retired hours, the ſo- 
| lems ordinances and ſacramental tranſactiom ? 
of the houſe of God? Have we felt and yet 
forgot the inward ſatisfaction rifing high in our | 
hearts, in cloſe communion with God, the 
lively joy we have found in a ſenſe of divine 
love, and an aſſurance of his everlaſting favour? 
3 down, chriſtians, e 2 
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Of the. prevailing, &c. 


Szxwon facred. indifference and contempt on every car- 
XI. 
— nal delight, let our thoughts aſcend to God, 


5 1 . 34% fk, 


and fix on him as our portion and happineſs, 
let the ardent defire of our ſouls be to him, 
aw the remembrance of his name, and vent 


its pious breathing in ſome ſuch devout lan- 


guage as that, My ſoul thirfteth for God, for 
the living God, a when 1 1 come and pn 
. 445 1 thi 
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4 4 L. our Lord directed bis apoſtle John 10 
Epbeſus, e- we N chat it 8 in 
Fr this ſociety as it does in almoſt every other, 
tat there was ſo much good with jacks mix- . 


* 


45 9 eee I Arad 28 Fas” * 5764914 Hs 1255 


were deſerving of praiſe, yet in others they a 


ing the inimitable candour and compaſſion: of 


I know. thy works, and thy labour, and thy pa- 
tience, and bow thou canſt not bear them os. 
are evil; and thou baſt tried them which ſay they 
are apoſtles and are not, and baſt found them y- —_ 
ars: and baſt borne, and baſt patience, and for 4 


able qualities, ſuch as diligence, patience, and 
. een. in religion, and (which ſeldom 


| the hand of his apoſtle to commend,” he was 


of affection as the other. It is indeed a pro- 


of Deckajfws, &c. 


were worthy of blame. What the apoſtle 1 
therefore ſaw commendable in them, know- 


his divine Maſter, he mentions firſt; ver. 2, 3. 


my names ſake haſt laboured, and haſt not Jaint- 
ed. Here is a fair account of ſeveral very ami- 


* 

33 
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ppens) ' zeal founded in Enowled e. I 8 
pid Ned with diſcretion, © ; 
But forward as our gracious Lend! was by 


as faithful to reprove — that being as much 
the part of a friend, and as great an inſtance 


vince of ſo nice and difficult a nature that no 
_ wife man would undertake” it unneceſſarily; 
but when it is apparently deſerved, it ougt 
not to be declined through a falſe modeſty 3 
de oe — _ it og —_— ore = 


ch may juſtly give lf on the! hel 


ee eee eee 


1 a _ Aidan of finer addreſs, or greater fidelity and 


' tenderneſs in this delicate office of reproving, 
| than i in the caſe before us; where the apoſtle 
in the name of our Saviour, begins with com- 
mending the church of Epbeſus for what was 
exemplary in their conduct, ver. 2. 7 know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, &c. 
Then introduces his reproof in the ſofteſt and 
mildeſt language, Nevertheleſs I bave 3 
againſt thee, ver. 4. After which he follows 
it with a cloſe exhortation, Remember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen and repent, ver. 5, 
adding to this exhortation the ſanction of a ſo- 
| lemn threatening; Or elſe I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlefiick out of 
ies place. And {till leſt this language ſhould 
appear too ſevere, he concludes with teſtifying 
his approbation of another diſpoſition which he 
diſcovered in them, which he mentions to their 
commendation and honour ; Bur this thau hal 


| that thou bateſi the deeds of the Nicolattans, 


wich Tolſo hate, ver. 6. Thus beginning and 
ending his reproof with praiſe, he wraps up 

tze bitter pill in honey to make it go beiter 
down. And indeed, ſuch faithful friendly ad- 

maonition does good. like — eee 
compounded of diſtaſteful 


5g Gy — and ana nne, 


is very ſalutary to this ſoul; yo notwithſtand- Sea 
ing they be nauſeous at firſt, will do' us good in ..* 
the latter' end. dg are n wounds of a ee A | 
friend. 9 85 
That which our Lord here epi in the 
church of Epbeſus, is the abatement of theit 
love to God and religion, I have ſomewhat a- 
gainſt thee, becauſe thou baſt left thy firft love 3 
kft it, not IA it, not utterly forſaken the ob- 
ject, but greatly failed in the degree. There 
was ſincere love at the bottom, thoug h it was 
75 conſiderably cooled and deuten It was 
not love out of a pure beart fervently, it did not | 
| glow i in their hearts with that life and ardour- 
ſhould do, and as it had done; but was like 
a dying coal, ſcarce ſufficient to warm the ma- 
. by! embers with which it was ſarrounded, 
Thas the words are connected. 1 proceed 
therefore to conſider them with relation to ſpi- 
ritual decays in general, and as applicable to par- 
ticular perſons as well as to Fri: ee 
ho And here 1 rn Is FTE + OY 
3a What thy may be FORT? to An 
II. What is the duty of thoſe whom they 
_ immediately eoncern, 
0 II. . them i in | order to o inflrution d 


=. Af Rela 

I. Iam to enquire what theſe words * 
be ſuppoſed to import. 

And you may obſerve that they log not con- 
-tain a charge againſt the profane and profligate 
part of mankind, but againſt the truly. good 

und pious, As to the former, our bleſſed Lord 
hath not only ſomething, but many things a- 
gainſt | them ; and looks upon them with an eye 

of pity and indignation ; being grieved for the 
bardneſs of their hearts ; againſt them he hath 
a much heavier charge to bring than this; 
13 wilful ignorance and careleſſneſs, their 
_ contempt of his religion, and obſtinacy in fin, 
the diſhonour they caſt on his name and goſ- 

pel, his authority and worſhip, their trampling : 
bis blood under foot, bidding deſpite to the ſpirit 

of bis grace, rejecting the counſel of God againſt | 
5 themſelves, and counting themſelves unworthy of 

eternal life ; theſe things he obſerves and re- 


ſents, and will hereafter call them to a ſtrict 


and impartial account for; but the immediate 
and direct ſubjects of the cenſure in the text, 
were real chriſtians, as plainly appears from 
the en es on the | context. | 

And, 
pi i This — By more than a enen charge 
of imperfection. 
Ia this ſenſe indeed the acne is ; true 2 : 
M77 | human creature, For there is not «of 


— 


uin Nite 


tan on earth that doth good and finneth not. And, 81 A 


F we ſay we baue no ſin we decei ve ourſelves 


and the truth. is not in us. And with this di- — 
vine teſtimony, our own daily experience too : Tie- 


unhappily concurs. But hen we read ſuch* 
a text as this, we ought not to glofs it over 
lightly with (humanum eft errare;) no: nan ii 
free from frailty; that is true enough, but 


not the truth of the text, or what is here in- 
tended, nor need that have 1 ſaid 7 8 


| particular ſolemaity. 


Were a man with an air of 1 i % 
Awad us in ſuch-a manner as this, ——* Sir, 


© you area good man, and my very good friend, 


*<. nevertheleſs. J have: ſomething againſt you: 


and upon being aſked what it was, ſhould re- 
ply, — © He meant only to ſay you are a weak 
and fallible creature, would not ſuch an ad- 


dreſs be deemed impertinent and trifling? 


Might you not after ſueh a ſalutation juſtly ex- 


pect to have been taxed with ſome particular 
miſcarriage or general neglect? So that the 


charge preferred againſt the church of Epheſus; 


having left their firſt lrve, muſt include fome= 
dr more than the impetfections and frailtivs | 


common to the beſt of men. 


pint of.” | 
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Some people of tender ſpirits, and a melan- 


choly caſt of mind, are too apt to apply ſcrip- 


tural and providential rebukes perſonally and 


particularly to themſelves in all their ſeverity 


and terror. By the intimate acquaintance they 
maintain with their own hearts, they become 


very ſenſible of the ſlighteſt failings, and by 


daily meditations on God and his Wee 


have awful apprehenſions of the demerits of 


them, and perhaps from a conſciouſneſs of 


ſome particular evil habit hich too eafily be- 


ſets them, though they continually wateh and 
ſtrive againſt it, they are diſpoſed to pronounce 


conſidering that God )#noweth our frame, und 


ae things againſt themſelves, not ſufficiently 


———— that ue are 4, and will have 


compaſſion on our infirmities, our unallowed 
and lamented weakneſſes; ſuch fot inſtance as 


many ſmaller irregularities of paſſion, wander- 
ing imaginations in the exerciſes of piety and 


devotion, vain and wicked thoughts rifing in 


our hearts, but which are checked and not in- 
dulged, haſty or inconſiderate words, owing 


to the ſuddenneſs or ſurprize of temptation. 


chriſtians, and thaugh they are-reaſons for our 


| e not to be . e the light of la 


to the beſt 


Such failings AS theſe- ate incidi = 


conſtant | humility and watchfulneſs, yet they 


* _ 7 2 : | BE 4 4 | 
1 5 4 . "x - , . 
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N Ans; nor + we to condemn our ſelves as SzroON 
wilds OY our covenant with God. = 
For although our Lord Yeſus Chriſt, whoſe eyes = 


are as flame 2 Fire in the midſt of his churches 
obſerves, yet he js far from aggravating and re- 
ſenting the unwilling infirmities of his upright 
ſervants; it not being agreeable to the infinite 
benignity and compaſſion of his nature, to make 
the worſt of their imperfections, eſpecially where 
he ſees their evil nature is diſcerned, and Seu 
ine repentance working in the heart. But, 
3. Theſe words may be conſideted as 4 
: 3 brought againſt backſliding chriſtiane, 
whoſe decays and declenſions in religion ars 
apparent, and who are leſs ſenſible of; on whe 
ond. thetewith, than they ought to be. 
As if our bleſſed Lord ſhould fay ; * O thou 
4 * profeſſor e ee thou; member of the 
* chriſtian church, thou converted and ſancti- 
< fied ſoul! 1 nb thy faith and patience and 
real for mine honour; nevertbrlgſi I baut 
© ſomewhat aguinſt tbee. 14 Bot charge thee 
wich hypooriſy or infincerity in religion; Ido 
| + not ſay 4 hou art 20 chtiſtian, that 2 u haſt ; 
not the: love of God in thee, or art deſtitute 7 
vol aſaving gtace; I do no Tauss ne © 
v reptobate, and call thee: a worket of Matting 
| but I charge” es 3 — eee te 
"| Nr riſtian, 


„ 
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of Declenſons 


Saanen N thy faith and knowledge, nor ſo ſteady and 
ee exemplary in thy courſe of obedience as thou 


© ſhouldeſt be. It would advance thy honour | 


© and intereſt to examine thyſelf and call thy 


©fins to remembrance; for wer't thou better 


* acquainted with thine own heart, thou would- 
eſt diſcern many ſpots and blemiſhes there, 


 E which thou art now too little aware of. The 


« ſtate of thy ſoul better deſerves thy attention 


© than many things that take up ſo much of thy 


© thoughts and time. — Neither the world, nor 


_ © thy familiar acquaintance, nor thy moſt. inti- 


mate friend, even the friend of thy boſom hath 


any thing againſt thee, but J have, I know. the 
< firſt ſymptoms of thy ſpiritual diſeaſe, and its 
| ions it has 
© occafioned/ My eye enters with thee into thy 


© gradual progreſs, and the declen 


cloſet innen el 
ber or buineſs and. dveron, the wen 
and the charch:of- PAP me eee cor 


pany thou keepeſt, the ſteps abou takeſt, and 
bs all n 


Thou knoweſt * ; 5 —— 
i thee; and love 3 own ſoul ſo well as 


Fit os Ws 29} bote 
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in Religion. 
42 I love thee, having redeemed thee to God Sxnon _ 
© by my blood, and being deſirous. of purify- 41 1 


ing and ſanctifying thee by my ſpirit. I 


not forget alſo the love thou beareſt towards 
me, and the regard thou diſcovereſt to my 
* name and honour.—Neverthele eſs 1 have footer 
« what againſt. thee, _ 


And whoſe. heart now * not Fs ſe- 


cret miſgiving that the charge may be levelled 


at him? Who will ſtand forth and ſay, he is 


confident his love and fidelity to Chri/t bave 
been ſo pure and unſhaken, ſo lively and vigo- 
raus, as to give no ground of jealouſy to the 
hleſſed Redeemer, that we admit a rival with 
him in our hearts, or that the flame of our. 
affection to him is abated ? Has there been that 


_ inflexible attachment to the honours of his 
name and character, that high. eſteem of his 
incomparable worth and excellence, that hum- 

ble, devout, affectionate gratitude for his dy- 

ing love, that meek ſubmiſſion to his authority 


and will, that chearful and active zeal in his 


fervice,. as we once profeſſed and diſcovered? 
Is our converſe with him as intimate and fre- 
quent and (delightful as it was wont to be? Is. 
there nothing done or omitted by us in the : 
various ſtations of life wherein, we are ingaged, b . ao] 
that ſhould occaſion a coldneſs or reſerve when 
| Ne inte h immediate preſence? Can we 
. 9 5 e 
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. Beger approach bim with that courage and confideneg 
XII. 


98 vi. Hoſea.” O. 


as when we firſt laid open our breaſts be- 
fore him, and made an unreſerved ſurrender of 
our als into his hands? Can we appeal to 
him as Peter did in anſwer to ſuch a queſtion 
as that, Am I the fupream obje& of thy love? 
Lord thou ee all thy "gs, 1 N e that 
T Ive thee, © 
Or have we not hut to [confers Weld) a dug 
giſh and indolent temper has taken hold of 
us, by reaſon of which We are leſs Hervent in 
MHpirit, and more lifeleſs and inactive than we 
uſed to be? That our mind and heart have been 
too much engroſſed 5y ſenfibl bs t 
though time is baſtening away and eternity 
555 approaching we have made roy little if any 
progreſs in our way to heaven? That while the 
bridegroom tarries, we have been / in bring and 
" ſ#tffing, and; in the mean time the enemy bas 
ſown bis tares? Has not God ſome occaſion 
to addreſs us in. the. lavguage of the prophet: 
1 7 aim ; hat ſhall I, do unto thee 20A 
Judah what ſhall. 7 0 o unto thee 7 For our good. 
neſß is as the marning. cloud and as the early dew 
rbut ſoon paſſeth away ; or to upbraid vs in the 
language of the prophet, I remember the kind. 


Jer. la. neſs of thy youth the love of thine eſpouſals, ben 


thou wenteft after nie in tbe wiler neſt, 1 n 4 
. Wa, * what iniquity ave you 


— 


; 41 concern in ſuch cireut if 


1 then O wy Fal and let us conſider how 
A things ſtand between thee and thy God. „„ 


ps this compaſſionate, this affecting ad- 


: , v dec, ſenile of this condis , 


or your fathers OD in me. that you are gone rener 


far. from me, have-walked, after vanity and are — — 


become vain? Nay do we not ſometimes fe- 
cretly breathe forth ſome ſuch complaint a- 


gainſt ourſelves as bir Ob nat W were with me Job xxin. 


as.in months paſi. 1 nt 55 
Well chriſtians if lacks: is: * al this 7 


monition and rebuke of your Redcemer, is ad- 

au to yon, to warn you of the languiſhing 

ſtate of your graces, to rouſe you under the 

begin aings of thoſe lethargic ſymptoms, that 
might otherwiſe prove fatal to your ſouls; let 

men e eſpeak DADE nh Macs * 
155 _ 2 ot i 


II. 1 fin 250 lutte your Ce 
f Races as theſe; 


3 
And, * "TH XY OR 


don. „„ 
; Af You! ſay * © DEL en it Ane | 
but. conſider it again, for we cannot be too deep- 
IV convinced of that which ſo nearly concerns 
our 'everlaſtitig peace and Welfare. Come 


+ high” time this was known 4. 


i 8 


_ my} friends: are often enquiring after the | 


e995 y 1 | © oh + yo | ; health 


of Declen/lons 
„„ health of my body, why ſhould not 1 as 
ſolicitouſly enquire after the vigour and wel- 
fare of my ſoul? Whether it proſpers or 
© languiſhes ; increaſes or declines in faith, and 
hope and joy, whether I go backward or 
forward in religion ?” If we are averſe to this 
ſerutiny, there is too much ground to ſuſpect 
that all is not right within; and that we de- 
eline it beeauſe we cannot bear the ſearch and 
are afraid of the ifſue. * And O my ſoul 
though 1 hope there is ſome good things in 
£ thee towards the Lord Gd ęf Iſcael, yet I 
e feur be bath alſo ſomething againſt thee !] Art 
 ©:thou not grown more indifferent in his ſer- 
2 and in thy regards to the duties and 
obligations of it than thou haſt heretofore 
ener Whence does this ariſe? What is the 
*5accaſion that this heavenly plant is withering? 
God is not leſs gracious, the Saviour is not 
teleſt amiable or condeſcending, the ways of 
God are not leſs excellent, nor thou my foul 
of leſs value, than formerly thou iwaſt; the 
b engagements of religion are as reaſonable, and 
tothe joys of ĩt ase deſireable and divine as ever. 
By what indulged tem f 


tation then haſt thou | 
' %.thps-been-led off from God? My; conſcience 
tells me I: find not ihoſe holy ſervours un 
t prayer, that: ſweet reliſh in divine ordinances 
2 Gnoonfounds: hene muſt be ome finful 
- OleSt EO WE na * neglec, 


1 neglect, eld —_ lates a Snrmon | 
failure or irregularity, or there would not 


be ſuch ſecret damps, ſuch fearful miſgiv- 
« ings, ſuch ſad ſuſpicions of heart, nor ſhould - 
I be ſuch a poor dejected drooping joyleſs 
creature as I am, Search then, O my ſoul, 
* ſearch this matter to the bottom, as thou 

« regardeſt; the honour of thy God, the credit 
of r puofefien, and thine own. _—_ and 


ben. 1367 14g 34+ + 2 
2. Affect e with the unbap nels of 
our. -preſent circumſtanees. 


We ſhould. eee to know ous 
js 1 but lament and lay it to heart; 
Fe Hat fad alteration do I find! from 
_ ©, whence and whether am Lfallen! how warm 
© mere, my affections once, how ſerene my 
*. hope, how ſubſtantial my joy, when God 
* firſt. revealed his pardoning ore to my ſoul, 

0 and, pacificd my troubled: conſcience ! how 
© deeply ſenſible of the high obligation! how 
low did I lie in-the-preſence-of God! how 
vigorous were the ſe of gratitude 
and fidelity H; then felt. and formed! and 


© in ewe ee the heavenly Cana- 


rd 


© an/--— But alas What is become of me now? 
_ © how does my love for Chrift|and*zeal for his 
5 e wane ang __ here O my 
« ſoul 


N 


= 


Of Declinfuns 


e t ſoul, haſt thou loſt thy ſtrength, and FERN . 


thy hope and Redfaſines And what are 


2 all thy [worldly acquiſitions to thy ſpiritual 
2 declenſions ] what ever. figure thou makeſt 


© 1 the World, ah! what a poor dead fearful 
* wretched creature art thou before God! how 
. ann of thy fellow - ehriſtians doſt thou ſee 
outſtrip thee in every good word and work ! 
hat heavenly. delights do they take in a 

© conſtant holy walk with God, which thou 
* haſt, forfeited by forſaking liert And, O0 
my ſoul, haſt thou not in a great meaſure 
e withdrapen from him a heart thou didſt once 
+68aſeny (ould be only. and entirely his? 
And — thus rob God of what he claims 
x h unalianable natural right, and by thy own 
voluntaty ſurrender ; Did'ſt thou not vow 


8 I ſincete and, perpetual love and obedience, and 
<1 profes 49 hope for all things in bim and 
from him, and doſt thou repent of theſe en- 


I Sagem 
- 


enten and put the world in bis place! | 
„ant proſtitute the very talegts and mercies 


C92 bathibeſigwed upon thee, in the ſervice 
of. another, Lai eBluſk and be aſhamed, 


« ahp; honour, thy: grativod ! is tis thy ind: 


4 neſs. to thy, friend, .. canſk thou charge him 
with unfslthfulneſs or unſtesdineſs in his 
eee ee, concern. towards +thee 2 


e ee To ; Ha | 


in Religion. 
„Has he * ag 4 dry deſert | or a Barren 


rex Dareſt thou accuſe or doſt thay, 6 


ſuſpect him in the leaſt falſehood or treachery! 


„to thee? O no, thou well kacweſt bis per- 


* fetions and bis love ate unchangeable, that 
: his metey is from ouerlaſting to everlaſting, 
and that be will not break his: covenant fon 
ever, or. ſuffer his faithfulneſs 10 fail. But 
© has tby-love been unchangeable Iike bis? Haſt: 
* thou' treated him as thou oughteſt to have 
© treated) thy. owin and thy father's: God? And 


hat would: become of thee if he ſhould re- 


ſent thy coldneſs and neglects as they deſerve, 
if he ſliduld be as regardleſs! of thy intereſt 
1 2 tllou haſt been of his honour? If he 
| * ſhouldforſake ches as thou haſt forſaken im? 
Tremble O my ſoub at the thought, awake: 
out of thy ſupineneſs, for rr 870 25 
. batien Aumberth not. e CF”. P01 

3. Repent: and db tby firſt li. ODETTE TN 
_ Examine the path by which „ben wentelt 
off from thy God, and go bac th 


ing, ſtands Kill; and“ Tevollecte When and 
he was ſure he was right; and tete 


very ſame tract, however tedious or iklome ie | 


be ta him, and perſeveret in returning till he 


155 n n. ö with more! 
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A- Vgilance and reſolution purſues the well-known 
ZE, road that he may recover the time he hath 


loſt. Juſt ſo ſhouldeſt thou act in the pre- 


Jer vi. 16. ſent caſe. Stand in the way and ſee, aſe for 


the old paths," where is the good way? and walk 
therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your fouls? 


f Repentance is only a turning into the good 


path we had forſaken,” and perſevering there- 
in with ee care . e gh 1 755 4 
ture. „ : 
Every ſtep b N in b InP Abbe 
now in, — thee further from God and 


happineſs; increaſes thy guilt and danger, and 


rendets: thy return more difficult. Thy heart 
will be more eſtranged | and alienated from 


_ God, thy ſenſe and reliſh of divine things 


more faint and lapguid. Be. ſpeedy there- 
fore in the execution of this reſolution to re- 
turn. Whoever defers things neceſſary to be 


done, never does them ſo eaſily or well as he 
might at firſt. Beſides who knows what may 


happen. Hou God may be provoked with 


us and how difficult we may find it to regain. 


the light of his countenance, and manifeſta- 


tion of bis favour? And what if in the mean 
time we ſhould be viſited with ſickneſs or 
pains and the ſymptoms of death? What 
a diſtreſſed ſtate will the ſoul be in then! 
How Se will the thought of this conti- 
22 817 = | nued 


in s Religion, 


inward ſtings, and ſelf. reproaches! and with 


what horror will the ſoul be filled at the appre- 


benfions of appearing in the preſence of its ſligbt- 


d Saviour and diſguſted friend, who is do to 
be. its judge, before the breach is healed, ond. : 


its ſubmiſſion has been made and accepted? 


4. Renew your covenant enn to the 
Lord's. 


vote Gleimed, the backlidiogs 
that have expoſed your weakteſs;and fed for 


5 L. 


refuge to lay bold of tlie lupe ſet before uuß, 


and find your ſoul abhors the iniqoity chat 
bath betrayed and bewildered you, and hath 
renounced it in every ſhape and appearance; , 
then with all lowlineſs and ſelf-abaſement of- 
fer yourſelf to God by a renewed. perſonal 
dedication; O Lord, T1 am thy. ſervant, truly 
Lam thy. ſervant, though, T_haye forfeited 
5 the honour. of that character by acting 
ke * unſuitably.. to the obligations of it, 1-have 
8 8 eee 2 1 Wrong and dei W 
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ann 8 ſit upon our hearts! how Sermon 
terrible will be our diſmay, our feats, our Een 


PERS 


Pw. 


mo „ Se... 


of Dahn 


Sranon 0 der more. O, do not utterly Bfäkd nie, 


< though I have forſaken 7hee / depart not from 


nne who am a finſul man, O Lord. I have 
done very. fooliſhly. O that I had been 


© more thoughtful and never remitted my vi. 
* gilance! then thy grace would have preſer- 


ved me in the day of temptation. Then 


© I ſhould not have offended my God, griev- 


ed my beſt friend, and wounded my own 


© ſoul. —But now Lord take away my fin, 


and once again be reconciled, I caſt myſelf 


* at the foot of mercy, and give up myſelf 
© intirely to thee; O, do not deſpiſe the fa- 


| * erifice of a broken beart 


| Laftly, Our repentance and dedication'ſbould : 


| 5 be accompanied with frequent and earneſt pray- 
er, and unremitted h after ror 


— and ſtedfaſtneſo. 


Loet our wanderings teach us wiſdom! ; gain | 


ſomething by your flips; quicken your pace 


when you are recovered, and ſet a ſpecial 
guard apainſt thoſe weakneſſes and tempta- 
tions that have ſeduced you. It was through 


a neglect of pe and watchfulneſs, that 
you firſt became an inconſtant, then a back- 


7 fliding chriſtian.” Therefore watch unto pray- 
er, and pray chat you may wateh more dili- 


Sently a 
* above to quicken andi eſtabliſh 2 


in freſn ſupplies duc ducenard ä 
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| Truſt to no ſuppoſed acquiſitions or attain- 
ments in religion; and let nothing that you N 
may have gained in the leaſt abate your zeal 
and vigour. Keep your eye fixed dn your 
defects, and on them that excell you.” Think 
nothing done, whilſt any thing remains un- 
done; and thus let the breach be ſo repaired 
as never to be opened again; for a thorough 
penitent will not be ſatisfied even with. a 


bent of heart to God, whereby it fixes upo 
and oleayes Ne Tring as the centre of his reſt vw 
Joy: ITS Woe 

26D Allies" conceats the auge with! a a fr 
praftical inferences. | — 


1 From what hath been faid we fam 


ho-) great is 
ow 
Any one 45 not only blinds the Aer 


the danger and deceitfulneſs of 


judgment of the wieked, (who are the will. 
ing laves of it,) but hath the ſame effect in 
a a lower degree, on tlie righteous © and u 
and 3 even on . hearts , 
guarded with the love and fear of God. 
deſets them between the hours of their watche - 
ſolgeſs and prayer, for however ſtrict the Air 
janction be, the "beſt chriſtians find... it Jith- 
wal ut 6 ware "and "pray 575 def they 
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ſenſe of pardon, unleſs he feels a -prevailii ' . 


| | do : 
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g hardens the heart, and perverts thbe 
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= - . VB Declenfons- 

Saxon. do not, fin inſenſibly inſinuates into their 
0 — 4 hearts, gains admittance before” they are aware, 
and leaves its taint and poiſon behind, which 
_ Nains. their characters, corru pts their minds, 
and renders them more diſpoſed to admit and 


moſt ſolemn exerciſes of communion with 
God; and perhaps 


d and alarm them; and then upon ſerious 


; cher of hearts 50 


* 
ke. 4 - i: — he #3 : . : IE T 
| ps 7 „ 


"fear, t l ny BY 


18 js height e Becauſe 


ige fee ined re 1 5 
„ae enn t more e chav 5 pr - 


thing; chat young ind ur 
have juſt liſted 14 under the banner 
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are not ſenſible of this 
ſpiritual decay, till ſome fevere affliction awak- 


4.4. We e. the cage of « a | anion | 


=; convene wie Fa ſuſKcient; is no ſtrange 5 
ad: untried converts, who 


indulge it again. Thus are they gradually 
drawn aſide from their duty, indiſpoſed to the 


N ection they find they have ft their frft 
hoe and that however ſpecious their outward 
3 may” have been, "Oar the. 1251 ſear- 


n 
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* 
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ene always the faſeft, we wy of : 


e ſhould. bo forward and Balle is 


in Religions 


hot to be wondered at, their great zeal and 81 you 
little knowledge plead ſtrongly their excuſe, u 


But for thoſe that are Veterans in the chri- 
ſtian Warfare, Who have known the ſab- 
tilty as well as the power and malice of their 
ſpiritual enemy, and have had frequent experi- 
ence of their own weakneſs, for them who 
| have not only begun well, but who have run 
and fought well for a long time, and have 
maintained theic chriſtian character with 
diſtinguiſhed honour, and (it may be) have 
been the envy of many other chriſtians, and 
are ready to ſeize on the , heavenly prize, for 
them, 1 lay, at laſt to become careleſs un- 
S and preſumptuous, and in conſequence | 
thereof fall off from their ſpirituality and 
watchfulneſs and teave their ff love, and loſe ; 
their former- impreſſions of divine things— 
this is a ſad and lamentable caſe indeed; and 
deeply inforces upon our hearts thoſe ſolemn 


cautions, Be not _ high minded but fear; .and Röm. Kl. 


let him that thinketh be flandeth take heed. tes "7: 
be fall, Surely be that trufleth in bis owrt 1 12. 
heart 16 4 fool. The unhappy: falls of David 
and Peter ſhould be a perpetual warning io 
us, who 1 believe will hardly, pretend that 

we Ht the one in ne the other _=— 
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356 _.. off Declenfons 
E « A chort but very affecting expoſtulation was 
18 dk of our Saviour to his deſciples, when they 
were juſt upon the point of deſerting him, 
and of being carried down the torrent of po- 
. pular opinion which ran ſtrong againſt him, 
8 Will you alſo go auũy? You wWwhom I have 
/* -<:favouret' and honoured ſo long with my 
5 & preſence and inſtructions?) You who have 
© profeſſed and done and ſuffered ſo much for 
„ wWef You Who are ſo well acquainted with 
. < my doctrine and miracles ?' Vou who have 
Side ein to doubt my affection, and when 
I have had no reaſon axyet i: doubt of yours; 
Len bear the ſevereſt ſcoffs aid reproaches 
of open arid declare enemies, but how van 
I bear unkindneſs from von, to be Dighted 
_ © by thoſe I ſo tendetly love, to be deſpiſed 
F © by 'thoſeI habe choſen; to be deſerted by 
theſe I camè to ſeck and five?” Will you 
dees ebe, upon me ab a pointed 
Aan to pieice and wohnd my ſoot?” Have 
15 red, an | e hkely” to enduje' fo 
8 30 that you diſtruſt and deny the 
id [675 <(pretenſions 5 Wade „ "that I came to be 
It your Süviout and friehd ii 5e % go 
ee Think of khie, 0 chriſtian, when 
thou art tempted to rehounte thy Lord, and 
eee, 1 + bh WE the fy opt Peter, 0 
* SOR „Il 10 {9 07 7: " | 


- / #47 
, 


in WY = 


3. Ma Wapphn are hey who ate ooiform 
and conflant in their chriſtian profe ſſion. 1E 


Mo lecp tbemſelves in tb vioue of God, ni Nr 


art filled with rbe fruit a righteouſneſs to bis 


praiſe and ghry; webe are uprigbi als be. . 


Fore him, and ION you preg 
tee bord) rob bne sft 

Believe it — His 18 nodklings will 
miniſter more to our comfort and joy, than a 
"cloſe and ſteady walk: with God in the prad- 
| tice: of /1 


ny ſo ha 


. And it ſhould greatly excite 110 thi fo t 


animated in their ſetvices b hqw patient in Ari. 


bey bleſſed by him. Obediende and faith are 
N N nen 


u raffled in all the events of life, and unter- 


12 oy 55  rified 


hither fall wr go? "thou | vg the | word of e- sige 
nee e e robe? Je Your 


iverſal duty. Nothing therefore is 


-wiſer than to reſolve, in the name and Arengrh | 
| yrs Chrift, that oe terptations ſhall divert us 


a putpoſe, becauſe be that Prov. 
wal oth uprightly Awalketh ure: 


ohſeme how cheat fully, as well asexemplirily = 
Heb Shtiſtiass Jiveg how ſotene (their mind, 
7 5 de aer nad bend oc | 
| ae Dad nagel ber den 00 | 


| bulgtion they bleſs, God daily, and? daily are 


nt and delight, and the ſmiles 5 
and. love of God their conſolation and refuge; | 
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$zxu0s rified at che views of death, humble and pe- 
Ez nitent under a ſenſe of ſin, but happy and joy- 


: him unpotafortablockia ani how 


ful in the hopes of pardon through Gbrift, and 
in the firm expectation of eternal l che he 


| bath purchaſed-andpromiſeds i. &n on ons 


Such is the ſteady and Whatchful cath 


Ah l. How. unlike him the uncautious wav- 
ering and inconſtant 0 
| hopes! how. diſtreſſing his apprehenſions how 


t one: how. feeble! his 
frequent his doubts! how obſcure his evidences | | 


eee 1 and, his An erted 
diſmayed at che thoughts and proſpett — 


ing his ſoul like a withering oak blaſted 
with lightening, or ſet in a dry and barren 
ſoil, is languiſhing, deformed, and fruitleſs. 
Whilſt the vigilant regular ſteady chriſtian 
| mo 48:4. tree planted by a niver of wa- 


bal bhringeth forth fruit in its ſeaſin, 


2 — — 
_ Ver. be goth, prqſpers. His preſent; fruitfulneſs 
i+onenrableyclak.ofinture: happineſs will be e- 


eating, 549711. 26 C hn way : iin a 


Lalilv, This, ſhould quicken us to here 


5 for the happineſs. of heaven TE 


P or 
en in the underſtanding, no withered or 


languiſhing graces, no impediments or clogs 
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1 the active powers of the ſoul. When'v we bd \ I 


9 


bid adieu to this ſcene of vanity and temptati- 
on, of weakneſs and pollution, we ſhall lay 
alide the' gar ments Spotted with the fleſh; and put 
on change of raiment. Our rubes ſball be uu“ !ͤe 
ed and made white in the blaod ef the lamb. We a 
hill not then be cumbered with this load of 1 
fleſh, or inveloped and bewildered in the miſts 
and fogs of ſenſe. We ſhall have no corrupt 
appetites to occaſion guilt or fear, or the leaſt 
miſgivings of mind, in out neareſt approaches 
unto, or cloſeſt intercourſe with God. We ſhall ; | = 
have no co trary principle to drag us down po 'Y 
VWatd, whenawe:are-ſfoaring aloft in thoſe hap- 4 
_ "py*regions of unerring contemplation and un- A 
"mingled fruition. There will be no ſpots and = 
blemiſhes in the ſervices, we offer to our God 'Y 
and Redeemer. No fickleneſs or unſteadineſs 
in the ardour of out affections, and conſequent- 
ly the all-chearing light of the divine counte- 
nance will ſhine upon us with a ſteady and un- _ 
_ varying luſtre» no frowns ſhall be ſeen in te 
face of Gd to raiſe out jealouſy of his doving _ 
: kindneſs towards us, for as there will be no in- 
oh ney on bur part, there will be 40 fuſpen- 
bon of divine manifeſtatibns on His. 
© "Here in this world our beſt frames are tran- 
i ben ed fluctuating, the Tivelieſt exerei 
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8 deadneſs and darkneſs; ſtorms of violent and 


. ſuitable tem 


. 


mptatiomigreatly diſturb the ſerenity, 
if they do not taint the purit of the ſoul, like 
the chilling blaſis of winter to the delicate and 
tender plant, though ever ſo carefully watched 
and ſheltered. There is no ſecurity in this 
world for the moſt eſtabliſhed chriſtians againſt 
tempeſtuous ſeaſons; other than what ariſes 
from watchfulneſs and prayer, under divine in- 
fluence and protection: but bleſſed be God! 
there is a harbour of reſt to which we are gra- 
dually tending. The happy day is haſting to- 
wards us on the wings of time, when our war- 
Fare ſhall be "aroomplifhed; when the graces of 
the ſdul which ate now in their ſtate of 'infan- | 
cy and non-age ſhall be grown. up to a full 
maturity, When no temptation ſhall be admit- 
ted to aſſault us, and alf the rivals of a Sayi- 
onr's love in our heart hall be diſcarded for 
ever. When the languid flame of divine af- 
Sade we now” eheriſh with ſo much diffi- 
culty, and under b many ineumbren e 
be bright apd illuſtrious, and our hearts and 
ſongs be perpetually united in the moſt exalted 
exerciſes of essere love, and r never ea "g 
ou: ae at; oc. wy” 
otoltrd$0t% 15 WM.. 
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| Þ 8. paf ge of ſeripture is the conclu- SznMON 
pafl wakes 
1 of a ſhoengiful: Lee wherein 
of planted; and carefully dr ce ae - 
| ; the nation and church of che Jeus, who _ 


| encloſure were ſeparated from the igno- 3 
rant and idolate us world, to whom the mind _ 
1 of God was revealed and. his, or oracles - 
ted, and among whom he choſe in a x peculiar 0 
manner to dwell, for their defence and theiit: 
glory. Hereupon it was natural for him ta Wo 
that his vineyard ſhould have yielded 4 


RX 4 a ; 


= 


| Of the Au, 


g- fruit, that after ſo much pains and culture be- 
— ſtowed, and ſuch extragrdinary, privileges con- 


ferred on it, they ſhould have been attended 
with ſome anſwerable improvement. 


But behold the diſappointment of the Lord 

of the vineyard, wer., 4. He looked that it ſhould 

bring fortb grapes, and it brougbit forth wild 
grapes] he expected kindly and excellent fruit, 
but found that which 


worſe than none. ve . 


was corrupt, as bad or 


Upon this his reſentments were awakened; 


28 they had long rioted in his bounty, abuſed 
his patience, and contemned his juſtice, as they 
5 bad wanted no means or advantages for im- 


Pprovement, and yet had neglected all, grow- 


ing more hardened under the methods uſed to 
mollify them, he was determined to bear with 
; them no longer. I uill tell you what I will do 
ſo my vineyard; I will take, auay the bedge there- 


e and it ſhall | be eaten ub; and break down the 


a thereof... and it ſhall be trodden down; and 
Till lay it waſte, it ſball not be pruned nor 
digged, but there ſhall come up briars and thorns; 
I will alſa command the. which that they 1 rain no 
Fain upon its ver. 5, be 01 09 


And the reaſon of this pak deferred, ad 


. at, length appointed ſeverity is aſſigned in the 
text. Becauſe this vineyard of the Lord of hoſts, 


Hs Pleaſant wy «Plant, Was become degenerate ; 
1 5 and 
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and unfruitful; that is, the houſe of Iſrael, and $zxwxiof 
the men 0 Judub, were not only undiſtinguiſn- 1 
ed for their virtues, bot were full of ix adn 
| and umighiesuen... 2HARG 
And now are theſe a recorded for their 
fakes only, or for the ſake of others alſo, who 
are favoured with, and may be in danger of 
abuſing the like advititapes? ? Doubtleſs bey 
are written for our admonition , py whom 0 . 
ends of the world are comm. te 
Nor is this the only warning of the kind, 
which the word and providence of God holds 
forth to our view; we have many other in- 
ſtances of churches and natiotis forfeiting and 
loſing the peculiar privileges of God's love and 
mercy, by which they were once eminently 
diſtinguiſhed. What is become of thoſe ſeven 
famous churches of Aa, to whom the epiſtles 
in the book of the Revelations were directed ? 
| Where are the churches of Corinth, Philippi, 
and Tbeſſalonica, which once enjoyed the goſ- 
pel light and truth, but are now the ſeats of 
darkneſs and error? God having removed bis 
candleſticꝶ out f its place. Nay, what is be- 
come of the church of Rome itſelf, once cele- 
brated for the purity of its doctrine and wor- i 
ſhip, now the mother of barlots and abominati- Rev. xvii." | 
on _ ale earth ? You dere have anchot "ak 5 


cible 


7 


3 „ f „Tess 
. rible * — have befallen them, who ' 
bo — art all aſo many antient and awful tuins to a- 
wwaben us, 40 cobom-the ſame: ſalvation is ſent to 
a becoming caution, that as we are favoured 
with like privileges, we do not focſeit chem in 
tbe manner they have dne 
Bu I proceed to . 
remarks: on this paſſage of ſcripture, chiefly - 
arxiſing ftom the obſervations! that baue been al- 
5 ready offered to Fakes it. eee aii gs. 
nA Viel ann 98 9318579 liaun : 
Jkt in a very apt and lively: . to wy 1 
natalie ber care urch God eee own | 
clurdb-aird people bog. ce e LD 
A wiſe man who: —— eee 
an agreea ennuation, lays out his ground in a 
proper manner, iucloſes it for — and ſafe- 
ty, prepares and entiches the ſoil, and after 
beſtowing upon it all needful labour and culti- 
vation; ſtocks it with the ſineſt plants for 
choice and. valuable fruit. And thus did the 
bleſſed God act towards the people of the Fews. 
He gathered them aut of all the nations of the 
— enlightened-them with the: knowledge 
afibis will ; appointed them a peculiar form of 
. ent and worſhip ; and on condition of 
Er na] | theicblayabyaar-ebedicrce,rmade them many. | 
great and glorious promiſes of mercy and fas - 
vour which ehe never failed to perform. (To. 
Sahar | 1 55 them 


of notimnel: Privileges. zrg 
them-pertained: the: adoption, and the glory, and Sn, 
tbe covenant, | and the, gruing of: the law, and the: — 
ſer vice of Gad, and be promiſes bee were on in. 
the fathers; and vf whom as concerning tie fleſh, * 1 
Chrift came, tobo io over all, God bugſed for euer. "1 
And in like gracious manner hath the bleſ- 
ſed God: behaved: towards us who are now be- | 
come as the: Jews were of old, his choſen peo- — 
ple, his heritage, his peculiar care; dignified 1 
and diſtinguiſhed not indeed by the ſame, but 4 
by much greater privileges than they. And 
thus in whatſoever: nation e records bis name, 
and ſends his goſpel; and reveals his ion, there | 
he plants a vineyard, and erets'a kingdom; ] 
there he confers bleſſings and privileges which |} 
the common world intermeddle not with, and 
appears as the Ga of 1 grace calling mon i 
i e eee een „ ee ee, 


$5 is THOuS! IG: Dein n ii ttt ain bile | 
II. Upon eb pobghs God beſtows pe- 
0 privileges, from them e ee. ze 
liar — 39 5115 bing So, bo? boo 
wh bath neither r lowed tor bene, ir n not in 5 

for kinberrath eee 
ſer ſeek his fruit in plants that gro wild by | 
— eee np emen runed 


” 1 O ibe Abuſe © 
Saane band, that is, ee e beflowed: extras: 
— ordinary care and cultivation there he looks for 
extraordinary increaſe. And thus the bleſſed 
God expects not ſupreme love, or inward ve- 
nieration fromm the ignorant and benighted world, 
but from his own church and people he does; 
from tlie on whom he bauſes his ſun in all 
its glory to ariſe and ſhine and the kindlieſt 


44 eavenly gtaes to deſcend and reſt, he 
does: expect fruit in its fineſt flavour and great- 
— for to them be hath given nuch, | 
es men enjoy,and th thei | 
long abul of their ee they e en- 
les incapable of making ſuch an 


mprovement, in which eaſe their! incapacity 

as well as their infelicity, and 
is lo far from exeuſing that it aggravates the 
note — 1d-God- 


— * — 
impreſſions 
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impteſſious which : might» baue converied and 82 5 MON- 
 bealed them. — After this, God does not expert ——_ 
the fruits of righteouſneſs) from ſuch perſons, 
conſidering the hardneſs and im penitence +0! 
| their hearts, and deſpairing ak; ;the. ſug 2615 Ol 
any farther attempts to improve or. tealaim 
them he knows that they are ſteclediagainſt 
the moſt friendly counſel, and the moſt faith- 
ful reproof, that, they are bound ſo faſt in the 
chain of their ſins, that no aſſiſtance ſhort of a 
miracle can reſtore them to liberty, he;there+ 
fore as an awful. example to athers, and in quſt 
judgment to themſelves, permits them to g 
on 2 . —— 1 Rom. ig. 
| 1 vale a eee et a 28711 H¹⁰ẽ 
Bnt from, thoſe who are ſtill — 
ſpecial privileges, and are yet in a capacity to 
improve them, he certainly looks, for a pro- 
portionable increaſe Where, his gracę: cames 
he crm ſhouldahe Wine 
ſtinguiſhed — — ib ond Ae 
5 the miſts of darkneſs — fel WORE 
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Thus it was with reſpect to the jewiſh — 
te laura for grapes, and bebild uiid grapes; 
* for judgment, eee the 4 


wy — of Gad whether dent; v with 
meſſages of the moſt tender and unmerited 
mere ot armed; with the thunder of nnipe- 


tent vengeance, were ſligited and diſrega 

nnd all-the \inftanees of his paternal affeRion, 
bellen die fundamental laws: of his king- 
gat ace we Kopidity and idolatry, wad 
againſt God their — notwithſlanding all 
the ſignal 'und-#irwewous appearances 0 2 
. 4s for — courls/'of 
10 brow Ai Hh vnpogrorgoi 
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of national Privileges. 


the ſame charge is applicable to: many at enge; 


churches and nations; and even to varfelves../j 
Here then it may be proper briefly to en- 


quite "FA. 12 Be Yeh to Ned * = * III 


When the expectations of God! from 3 


ö profeſſing Free may be ſaid to iu, 2 


ee wee WN HG HA . Ri en 
An ir moſt be remembered; that this x 
polen ter rhe man 


Pn le are then faid to be ted, When 


15 they act in a manner unworthy their diſtin- | 
guiſhed (advantages; and hy which; ten who | 
cannot neee ee, be-difep- 


pointed5=ii/hmmon -muvige8 mots hol) Ameys 


Note particularly. how-ahothaſt ineans-of 7 
edification are not attended with any fuitable 
improvement; when the word of God praach. 
ed and preſſed with great ꝑroprietꝝ ani autho- 
rity, leaves men as thoughtieſs und care left 
it found therm z 0αen they turn a deaf Sr 40 
tube moſt friendly 
as the Inbabaaity of the old world dd to the 


and awalcening infiructiontz 


of awful 


er "of men" becauſe; it s 
not Poffiple any euent ſhould happen in reality. 
er co what Get e e een der 
of ook ant effects, both mh and mo- 
ral at one view under n cyez w ul their 
ä theiefots is, and God 5 expectations froin n 
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695 an 8 predictions of Noab, 190 the Jews to 
dhe preaching of our bleſſed Saviour and his 


apoſtles; or when ſacred, inſtitutions only pro- 


duce in them ſome reſpect to the form and 
profeſſion of godlineſs; when men want to 
commute with their Maker, and inſtead of 


righteouſneſs, judgment, and fai tb, are for 


| tything mint, and aniſe, and cummin, and fail- 
ing in a conformity to the eſſentials of. religion, | 


expend. great zeal in the ceremonials of it. 
When neither the underſtanding is enlighten- 
ed, nor the will renewed, nor the conſcience 
cleanſed, nor the heart changed, nor the life 


reformed; where there is no principle of faith 
; Shan, no fruits of repentance. produced, no 


. inward fear, or genuine love, or true obedi- 


ence to the bleſſed God diſcernible, but only 


a name to live, a mere lifeleſs round of exter- 


nal ſervices, barely ſafficient to denominate a 


nan almoſt. @.chriftian,, then may God be faid 


to be diſappointed in what he looks for from a 
people peculiarly favoured. with. the glorious 
light and privileges of the goſpel, becauſe much 
more than this might have been . ex- 


1 1 


baten their behaviour, My 


And What now is the TY that 0 many 
remain unfruitful under the moſt ſuitable and 


ae means of improyeent ? . 


This 


| of national Privikges, = 34 | 
This muſt undoubtedly be owing to the ene 


detect either of miniſters or people,” or to re- Kio — «1 


— 


ſume the metaphor in the text, the fault muſt 
lie either in the dreſſer, or the ſoil of the vine 
yard; for the plant itſelf is of ſo generous and 
noble a nature, that were it not for the defect 

1 Ar it u _— bring forth fruit 

* Poſibly wen the fault may in great meaſure 

be owing to the vine-dreſſer. He that is ap- 
pointed to keep the vineyard may be unſkilful 

or unfaithful, ignorant, or careleſs, or merre- 
nary. The /2wi/h prieſts were fo degenerate, 
that they cauſed the rings of the Lord to be Sam. a 
abborred. And the prophet gives this account eg. © 
of the ſhepherds or paſtors of J#ael. His th. to: 10 1 
watchmen are blind, they are ignorant, they ate Fo 
dumb dogs, they cannot bark, ſeeing, " hing 
_ down, given to ſlumber. Yea, they are greedy | 
dogs which never have enough'; they all Jook to 
their ee 2 e his | and th: * 


— 


x6 


2 p42 = are. ene brutilh, fin hone not hls” 

the Lord, therefore they ſhall not profper, and 

their flocks ſhall be ſcattered. Again, in meta- 

phor ſuited to the allegory of the text, Man ja 

paſlors baue defiroyed my vineyard, and baue i. 

; Ove: my. portion under feet, they wig een 9 
e 3 a 1 8 n Th 


Sm Caeboes 
3 W ? And 15 a melancholy and heart-affeQing 
. thought is. this! that we who are intruſted 


with the rich treaſure of the goſpel, and under 
our great Maſter, with the falvation of ſouls, 
ſhould be unfaithful to our truſt ! that for the 
| fake of any low indulgence, or ſordid or ſelf- 
| iſh views, that through a proud or a party or 
an indolent ſpirit, either our inſtructions, or 
our examples, ſhould be+ deſtitute of that au- 
3 _ thority and attraction, - with which genuine 
mhiety and a diſintereſted benevolence would in- 
ſfgmixe them! O that thoſe words of the prophet 
were ever preſent with our minds] Moe to the 
* kiel ſhepberds of Hrael, hin: eat the fat and clotbe 
1 = tbemſelves with the wool, but feed not the flock; 
eue diſeaſed have they not firengthened, nor beal- 
det the fick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought | 
again that which was: given away, nor ſought 
+ that. which was loft, but ob * . wth 
| np bave ye ruled them. -. © 
Baut though this may be © our 8 ad 
K pour calamity, yet it will rarely fave or excuſe 
pou. People under ſuch publick means of in- 
ſtruction and ſalvation as we enjoy, need not 
5 periſh though their teachers do. They are not 
all dumb dogs, and unfaithful flewards, they do 
not all fleece the flock and ſtarve it; nor are 
they all o 5 accounted Blind leaders of the 
; but 1 Ty Lig we are fill m_—_ 
wit 
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ings of men. . 
It is to be feared chen, he! fault ia 
lies in 2b ſort.” The ſeed of the word inſtead 
of deing received into good and honeft hearts, is 
often caſt into the bigh=way, where it is picked 
vp? by the birds of the air, or trodden under 
foot, or falls among thorns and brambles, which 


quickly grow up and ehoak it, or upon a rock, 
where for want of earth to fix, its root, it pes ; 


gh ct | 
But to diſmiſs the metepbör ; werb as 


eng profeſſing chtiſtians is generally owIng 5 


to themſelves; to their own eareleſſeneſs or in- 


attention, their worldly cares, their love 6 


riches, or their love of pleaſures, to their : 4 


naughty defiled unbeſleving hearts, which Fe. 
gerd iniquity, "batch" falſhood, and bring forth 


| withedneſs. Satan's temprations and the dic- © 


{$53 {#- 


tates of cotrupt nature hearkened to and 
plied with, weaken and pollute theit boch, 


| dangerous delays, of a fatal deadneſs in feligiz 
| bn; whereby they are ſoon brought to A eu- 
ſtomaty atid conterited neglect of duty; 70 fe. 
Niroin projer; and to obs the good ſpirit of 
Bo, . JECC 
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draw them into unbelief or fbtmality, into ; 


ie altogether unprofitable, | 2 OS” 
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324 5 «ſs © Of the Abuſe 
A. reaſonable een he entertains of his fa- 
— voured people, be juſtly reſents it. 

Theſe words, What could bave been done 
more to my vineyard, that I have not done? 
Wherefore when I looked that it ſhould bring forth 

grapes, brought it forth wild gropes 2 This, I 
ſay, is an expoſtulation, carrying in it the ex- 
preſſion of a juſt reſentment, which is more 
clearly manifeſt in the ſubſequent 3 
tbat be would take down its wall and e. 

. ay it waſte and common. 

"M And now O inhabitants of Semin, „ ye 

men of Judab, judge I pray you. between me and 
my vineyard, He appeals to themſelves, and 
makes them judges in their own cauſe. As if 
he had ſaid; Have I not warned and exhort- 
ed you? Have I not. followed my exhortati- 

* ons with ptomiſes and threatenings? Proved 

ꝝyou with mercies and judgments, to awaken | 
you to a becoming ſenſe of your duty and 

« « danger? And- vet all to no purpoſe] your 

- © hearts are as vain and trifling, and treache- 

© rous and faithleſs as ever! ſuch perfidiouſ- 

© neſs is not always to be endured, I cannot 

- ſhut, my eyes to your iniquities, or ſtop my 

ears 1 the cry of your ſins. O then let 
not my long abuſed patience be a means of 
©; hardening you to an inſenſibility of my diſ- 

_ - £ ,Piealu 2 leſt I ally: — all my wra 
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Fur be that is often reproved and hardeneth bit 
Cc. neck, ſhall ſuddenly be I and Thet with. Proverbs | 
© out nen Fel. | 


v. When 000 e bis refentments n þ 
an ungrateful and unfruitful people, it is ordi- 
narily fo as to leave room you prayers and "Rog | 
of. mercy.” e 4 

He does not dhe come to une 
ties; he threatens long before he ſtrikes the fa- 
tal blow; judgment is his work, his range 
work, his act, his range act, be is ſlow c | 
wrath, Nay, when the ſentence is juſt ready 
to be executed, and God is on the very point 
of departure, ſtill there is room for interceſſi- 
on; and in the threatening itſelf, he is pleaſed 
| ſometimes to give a diſtant intimation of mer- 
cy. His command to Moſes, iet me alone that Exodus 
I may. deſtroy this people, — was it not an en- 
couragement to Moſes not to let him alone? : 
When he faith, How ſhall I give thee up Ephra- Hol. * A 
im? How. ſhall I deliver thee judah? - How 8. 9. 
ball I make thee as Admah? Hou ſhall I ſet 
thee as Zeboim? Mine beart is turned within 
me, and my repentings are | kindled tagetber. 
What a manifeſt ſtruggle is there in the divine 
eeaſt, (as it were) between mereꝝ and juſtice? | 1 
1 e and reluGang' 18 God wan * 2 
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3 
sg ſign FR over to utter deſiruQion? And in 
the denunciation of judgment in this chapter 
he calls Mrael his vineyard, and Judah bis plea- 
font plant, and does not that furniſh the ſons 
and daughters of rael and Judah with an ar- 
gument that he would not utterly deſtroy his 
own vineyard, or root out his pleaſant plant? 
The parable of the barren fig tree is very much 
to the ſame purpoſe, which at the interceſſion 
af the vine · dreſſer, had the reſpite of another 

. year granted it, even after the ſentence of ex- 

5 * had been pronounced. 0 
When there are ſuch intimations f Fra 
mency and compaſiion in reſerve under threat- 
ening * what remains but that with 
#humble faith and importunity we immedi · 
_ ately ſeize and improve the golden remnant. of 
' mercy ? Saying ; — * Adored be thy name, O 
. thou forbearing God, who not only giveſt 
us permiſſion but invitation ill to ſupplicate 
_ * thy throne; which darts a gleam of hope that 
1 thou art not yet inexorable. O Lord to us be- 
* bmgeth confuſion of face, becauſe we have fined 
© againſt thee ; But to thee the Lord our God be-. 
© long mercies and forgiveneſs, though wwe have 
+. rebelled againſt thee. And now, O Lord, ac- 
1 cording to all thy righteouſneſs, we beſeech thee 
my der ante r and i fury be turned away 
ous th ps; and ee th reve oft 
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ncur, loyalty, gratitude, genuine repentance, 
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r vanti and their ſupplications, and cauſe thy rente ow | 1 
face to ſhine upon thy Sonfuary, for the | 
Lord's ſake.” ' | 

If it be aſked, what does the Lord our God WO 


require from us in ſuch circumſtances? I an- 
ſwer, what a father expects from an ungrate» \, 
ful ſon, a maſter from an unfaithful ſervant, 8 
125 king from his factious ſubjects, that or what 

is agreeable to that, a covenant God expect? 
from a backſliding people; I mean, fear, hos 


renewed exerciſes of faith, real acts of holineſs 
and obedience, a heart broken and affected for 
fin, and a life of e en love and | 9 


n . 1 | | Y . 
VI. When all the means that are uſed to 5 ö 


; Wanken and reclaim a people become ineffectu- 39 
al, and they ſtill remain incorrigible, [7 4 
length pronounces their final ſentence, and will — ; 3 
ſee that it be' fully executed. | = 
Then the language is, 4b / 1 will cafe mt ui. i 242 Es 

B ini mine adverſaries. Thus faith the Lord, 7 - 
| Buch as are for death deliver them to death, and Jer. xv. a. 1 

Sit as are for the fword to the figord, and ſuch - © 

as are for the famine to the famine, and fuch as _ 
are for the captivity to captivity.” For . e 
ies and Samuel ' flood Before me, to interceds * |} 
5: 0 E; them, 50 my 7 RON could. not be towards this „ - 


f : — . 


1 of Stover N i caſt e out of as RA * will take 
- away my kingdom from them, and give it to a 
4 m_ =. nation bringing forth the fruit thereof. I will 
z Fx. xiv. have done with this nation, though Noab, Da- 


1 Sag niel, or Job were in it, as I live, they ſhall de- 


| liver neither for nor daughter, they ſhall but de- 
luer their own ſouls by their righteouſneſs. It is 
3g a 2 people of no underſtanding, therefore be that | 
x rei li ade hem will not have mercy on them, and he 
=. 7 bat formed them Shall ſhew them no favour. 
II bus their. doom is ſealed and their condi- 
tion deſperate, God departs: from them and 
proceeds to execute the ſentence that had been 
ſo long ſuſpended, (for he is faithful to his 
threatenings as he is to his promiſes ;) J will 
ill you what I will da tn my vineyard, I will 
ale away the bedge thereof and it ſhall be eaten 
= , I will break down the wall thereof and it 
= b be trodden down, and I will lay it waſte; 
3 nt ſhall not be pruned nor digged, neither ſhall 


=. : 7he clouds rain any more upon it. i. e. I will re. 
= _ _moye from them theſe deſpiſed mercies, and 
WM - "reſent the diſhonour they have done to my juſt 
and gentle authority; fince they would not 
| beer, they now ſhall not; the hardneſs and in- 
=_ fertility Which was before. their folly, ſhall be 
3 ten puniſhment; z to the impenitence which 
was. rd have choſen will I leave them; the blind- 
N nel J 25 have 3 tall e be 
| "yp i 
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of * Privileges. 


their day of grace; and there remains no more 
ſacrifice for fin, but a certain fearful looking 


for of judgment, and feery nn that * 


devour them. | 
And if we duly. * we e 


privileges this now abandoned people of the 


Jeus had enjoyed, the amazing patience exer: 


ciſed towards them, the repeated warnings they 
had diſregarded, how willing God had been 
to hearken to the interceſſions of others in their 
behalf, when they would not interceed for 
themſelves, and his readineſs to ſuſpend de- 5 


ſerved judgments upon any, even the leaſt 
proſpect of their amendment; if we conſider 
theſe things, together with their inflexible ſtu- 


pidity, and heinous ingratitude, and increaſing 


wickedneſs, inſtead of looking upon ſuch a 


ſentence as rigorous and ſevere, we ſhall find 
reaſon to ſtand amazed at the clemency of 
God, in bearing with them ſo long, and ſhall 
dear our teſtimony to the juſtneſs of that ex- 
poſtulation, bat could I baue dine more tomy. 
pineyard than that which I baue done { * If any 


means had been left that were likely toreclaim 


them they had not periſhed ; if any methods 
z either of entreaty or authority had remained. 
5 1 to work upon them, they had yet boen ſpa - 
1 2M þ bat! it ſeemed en, vindication ef 

| Ol r 
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judicial; they have outlived my patience, and Szxwown | 
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"nin £10, my own an. n. that ſuch POP pro- 
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vocations ſhould not go finally unpuniſhed, 
© leaſt the attending world ſhould have charged 


* me with unjuſt partiality to them, becauſe 1 
had once choſen them for my own people. 


And now it is more than time to apply the 


| fubje@t in a manner ſuitable to our own caſe, 


and the occaſion of this day's ſolemnity. 


And I. Let us learn to be more ſenſible 


E. of the fingular mercies and privileges where- 


2 by the providence of God bath n 


* 
Great Wia is the vi pied of the Lird 


if hofts, and the people of Brglind bis pleaſant 
plant. Me Lord bath commanded bis bleſſing 
upon us, opened to us bis good treaſure, and made 


us the bead and not the tail among the nations. 


No kingdom under heaven is ſo happy as we 


in its immunities, rights and privileges, or the 
ſecurity we have of the uninterrupted enjoy- 
ment of them, and no people (thank God !) 


bave a juſter ſenſe of liberty both civil and 


religious; or a warmer zeal to maintain it. 


For this a true Briton will facrifice every ching 


elle that is dear to him. An innate and invin- 


eible paſſion for liberty, and a rooted and irre- 
Loncileuble avetfion to tyranny, is the charac- 
OE our country a ſpirit which under 
eee a time time reſeyed, * re-eſtab- 
liched 
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liſhed- our expiring liberties, and hath Kuck ga | : 


terror into the hearts of the invaders of them. 
Even our enemies confeſs our native bravery,” 
and bear toſtimony to our jealouſy over our 
privileges; and the Engl, /Þ hiſtory can furniſh 
out names of renown in this field of honour 
not inferior to the patriots of antient Rome. 
And as the offspring of liberty; learning, arts, 
and commerce, have no where flouriſhed more 
than in Britain, owing; very probably, to our 


| | impregnable ſituation, and the excellent form 


© thoſe religious privileges, by which we are er. 


of our government. Providence has inderd 
looked upon us with a beneficent eye, and wit 
an indulgent and liberal hand poured its richeſt 
bleſſings on our iſland; ſo that we are the en- 
vy of our neighbours, who from a thirſt of 
ambition and lawleſs rule, want nothing but 
power and opportunity (which God grant they 
may never have) to rob us of the _— wy 
of that liberty which they never taſted, 

And yet what is all this in condyle! of 


alted above other nations? We are no led 
_ diſtinguiſhed: by the grace than by the provi- 
dence of God. We have the free uſe of our 
bibles, a privilege which as chriſtians we cam 
never be ſufficiently thankful fer; thoſe" wells 
of conſolation are to us free hd flowing, which 
do others ate a fountain ſeated.” We have moren 


ks 
—— 


" Hon over the ** . God s houſe wh ab 1 
* to hold our ſolemn aſſemblies as well as to pay 
our more private devotions, in ſuch manner as 
our bibles and conſciences direct; and theſe 
privileges have been fo long enjoyed.” that we 
| have had time to ſearch into the foundations of 
our faith and immortal hopes, to gain greater 
aſſurance of the truth and. excellency of our di- 
vine religion, and to free its doctrines and pre- 
cepts from thoſe corrupt gloſſes and mixtures, 
with which they had been adulterated i in the 
times of popiſh darkneſs and ſuperſtition. - - 1-4 
To. all which I may add, we have many 
amiable living examples of piety and righte- 
ouſneſs continually before our eyes, for our en- 
- couragement and direction in the ways of God. 
Bleſſed be his name, pure and undefiled religi- 
on hath not yet altogether forſaken our land! 
for though I am deeply ſenſible of the degene- 
racy of the preſent age, and am grieved to ſee 
true chriſtianity ſo much deſpiſed by contented 
ignorance and ſtupidity, and diſowned by bold 
er and infidelity, deformed by the 
proud ſpirited enthuſiaſm of ſome, and diſho- - 
noured by the luke warmneſs and formality of 
others, yet I am firmly perſuaded there is real 
inward vital religion ſtill remaining among us. 


God hath. given us uncommon. proofs how 


mach the 3 of our gon and liber- 
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tes are Rill his peculiar care. We yet feel che Sony 3 
npreſſion of our fears excited by our late a», . - 
larms and confuſion ; * when'providence held; 
forth as it were an even ballance, no one be- 
ing able to gueſs whether the ſcale of our ſal» 
vation would ſink or riſe; at length (for a 
| while). to our grief and aſtoniſhment it roſe} --: i 
and our fins ſunk the oppoſite ſcale'!! the ene- = 
my prevailed, and with them our fears came 
upon us like a deluge; the Ahject porn 
_ themſelves together on all ſides,” and certain 
lewd and deſperate. fellows of the baſer fart 
ined them from all-quarters, till this pleaſant. 
wad the ſeat of liberty, and religion, ſeemed 
Laine to be a field of carnage and deſolati - 
on a criſis that not only excited the appte- 
henſions of all ſober and thinking men in our 
own: country, but e the: attention of all 
the countries of Europe. of aft 2 
And what was it that put a 8 bis ods 
greſs of the rebels, and defeated the deſigns of 
eee invaders? What filled our — 
ing hearts with comfort, and turned the con- 
fiidence of our enemies into terror? What cha. 
| ſed away our fears, and changed our lamenta- 
. into r of enen | 


nd e 


5 This ſermon was 38 Jan. 7th, 1715 being the | 
faſt- day on account of the continued war with France and 
Te next aftor #08 TOI of the rebellion, 


* 


— 89 nue 3 of our 
F III. God i) but our | humiliation, repentance, and 
prayer; the united ſupplications of all good 
men and proteſtants of every denomination a- 

mong us, meeting at the throne af God's mer- 

| | , pleading in ſome ſuch language as this, 

1 Pal hu. Give ear O ſbepherũ f Hrael, thou that diuellſs 
| i | between the therubims, and leadeſt Joſeph like a 
Il | 


| 
| 


planted, aud the branch that thou made ftrong . 
for thyſelf, why haſt thou broken down her hedges, 
fo thatthe boar out of the wood doth lay ber waſte, 
and tbe wild beaſt of the field (devour ber? Ne- 
turn we beſccob thee O God e *hofts, Took down 
Fim heaven the bobitation "of thy. bolineſs an 
gun, and bebold and vifit this'vine. Where is 
thy. zeal and "thy ftrengeb, the founding of thy 
bowels, and of thy mercies towards # ? Such 
| cries as theſe, daily and almoſt "inceſſantly af. 
ending from earth to heaven, from the mo 
f God in their cloſets, and in the ſanEtuary, 
 "plarocd the ear of the Almighty, and gined 
Jer. xxxi, „pon his gracious heart. Surely (fays God,) 1 
. 20. bear Ephraim bemoaning | himſelf, thou hq ch. 
_ flized me, and I was chaſtized. Ii Ephraim my 
dur fon? Is be a pleaſant cbild? Since I ſpakt 
= againſt bim I earneſtly remember him ſtill, there- 
—_ - | fare my bawels are troubled for him, and 5 
Reg 1 = _—_ bed. In 
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JO of this, one weight (if I may be —_ 


allowed the expreſſion) was thrown into the * 
ſcale of mercy after another, till it preponderas 
ted with our compleat ſalvation. God raiſed 


up a royal youth, to be the illuſtrious inſtru- 


ment of vindicating the honour, and ſaving the 
_ crown of his father, ſent him forth with'cons _ 
rage, and brought him back with conqueſt, 2 
having poured the long delayed vengeance on 
the heads of thoſe wicked men, who had threat- 
ened our eſtates, our laws, our conſtitution, and 
our religion, and were inſolent enough to aim 
their ſtroke at the throne itſelf, nay, at the life 
of that great and nen N who'fills and 
"adorns it. 2293; > il MIS 
Could I have produced (what it would have 


been worth any one 's time and pains'to have 0 


kept, ) an exact and faithful regiſter of all the 
met interpofitions in favour of this na- 
tion, fince the acceſfion of the lato king, or 16 
even ſince the grand incendiary of Europe de- 
|  Elared war againiſt his preſent majeſty, 1ſhould - 
3 then have been able to preſent to your view an 
: amazing and aftoniſhing* ſeries of providential 


wonders, "diſplayed and wrought at the moſt : 
. tl junctures and in the moſt ſeaſdnable 


manner for our falvation and deliverance; z but 
we can all recollect enough, to ſhew us our 
Sons: o * favour of S the 


* 4 
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of 98 7 * 0 
* 
* 8 
. 1 # * 
” * ; 


— ; — by his band abe 5 


Well 56 arefoms of thoſe en with 


; | ich the good providence of God hath diſtin- 
guiſhed us; and how muſt we expect to have 
Mo ſecured to mend iranſmitzed. to: our 
poſterity? T anſwer, -/ . 
2. By endeavouring, to maintain our e intereſt 
in God their great giver and guardian. 
And that can be only be done, by bringing 
dunn the fruits of righteouſneſs in proportion 
to the cultivation he hath beſtowed upon us. 
Thus ſhall we remain his ſacred encloſure in 
which he will delight to walk and dwell, ee 
Sather the pleaſant fruits of bis own. mot * 
cCious and indulgent care. + e ok 
49 2 friends, lies our ſafety and our ho- 
ET nour. It is this alone can continue us a free. 
| ouriſhing people, as it is this muſt pre- 
ferve our relation. to God, and our intereſt in 
his protection, without which our excellent 
nk of government, our laws and polity, our 
wealth and commerce, the number and bra- 
very of our troops, and all the felicity of our 
natural ſituation and acquired ſtrength, will a- 
S _ vail us nothing. 1. in che favour and C 


8 


Þ 


3 


biffing and à by-word among the nations? — k 
Why it was their impenitency, their apoſtacy, 2 
their corruption and incurable degeneracy. — 


us, or which can be to us inſtead of them all. 


encreaſed their wealth and renown, and ex . 
| tended their territory? What made them tri: 
umphant, and their enemies tributary ? Was 1 


in him? They got not the land in poſſeſſion by Pal. * 


| favour unto them: And what reverſed this? 


. 5 ; among the heathen, till they became 4 te- - : 1 
| | proach to their neighbours, and a ſcorn and 1 


What reduced them to the ſtate of captives; 

who had ſo often been conquerors? And what 
dieſolated them at laſt, and reduced this 2 
of God to a contemptible common ſeattered 
them all the world over, and thads them 4 


Learn, O Britain, learn of J/rael and Fudab, 


5 of Jeruſalem learn, from the preſent def; picable 
”) and —_— 2 of Hay few nene ne 


of natimat V Privileges. | 


of: W e alone that can make all theſe avail "_ Y 


What rendered Mrael fafe and happy? What he | ; 


it not their relation to God, and their intereſt” 


their own | ſword, neither did their wn arm fave 3. 
them, but it was God's right hand, and bis arm, 
and the light of his countenance, becauſe he had @ 


L 


What changed their glory into ſhame, and their 
beauty into deformity ? What ſcattered them 


derifion to them that were round about them? 


from the ruins of the once fair and beloved'city 
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3 oy Mann the. TEIN diaper . bands ; 
and anger of God. O! ſecure the one, avert 
5 = the other, whatever thou doeſt, So ſhall thy 
. a ; land yield. her increaſe, thy ſons be as plants 3 
; . up in their youth, thy daughters as cor- 
NN" poliſhed after the fimilitude of a pa- 
oh i ** — luace, thy garners full, affording all manner of 
ore, tby Sheep bring forth thouſands and ten 
_ thouſands in their ſheep-walks, thine oxen ſtrong 
to labour, and no breaking in, or going out, Or 
complaining in thy D 
But if we continue an in and; Fog - 
48 generate people, notwithſtanding ſo many and 
bs - great mercies, graciouſly beſtowed and fignally 
pPf!eſerved and renewed to us, our privileges 
will be fo far from ſaving us, that they will 
encreaſe our danger, and at length inhance out 
| Rom.xi, ruin. I God ſpared not the natural branches, 
3 take heed leaft be atk ſpare not thee + well, be- 
„ cauſe of unbeligf, they were broken off, and thou 
feandeft by faith; be not bigh-minded but fear. 
For bebold the goodneſs. and ſeverity of God, on 
them wohich fell + [everitys but towards thee, god. 
J if. thou continue in his gooaneſs3 otherwiſe 
= Þthu alſo ſbalt be cut off. O therefore let us 
3 - -humbly- deprecate the divine diſpleaſure ! | 
of warned by the judgments, and conſtrained. by 
: 2 mercies of God, let us preſent ourſelves a 
-_m_ a ſie La and N 60 _ which 5 
1 | is 
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og — and as ele token Rue 


would revive the dying flame of religion in the 


hearts and lives of a Peri Prop 


2 this 
means, we may become a ſtrength an - 


= 


rity to our land, and may prevail for our com- 


pleat ſalvation; or however, if God in * 
teous judgment, ſhould ſee fit to deſtroy his 


2 vineyard amongſt us, on which he has be- Xx 


ſtowed ſo much coſt and cultivation: in vain, 


we at leaſt may hope to be of the number . 
| thoſe choſen and fruitful branches, which be- 8 


fore the ſtorm of his vengeance falls, ſhall be 
removed into his ſacred encloſure above, where 
we ſhall enjoy a milder and a happier clime, 
be ſurrounded with plants that are ever fair 
and flouriſhing, and placed nigh to the tree 
"i life, which is in the midſt of the Parailife 
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